1066 Battle Eve Meg Woodward: The Epic
Clash that Shaped England

In the year 1066, England witnessed a clash that would forever change its
destiny. The Battle of Hastings has become synonymous with the Norman
Conquest, but the events leading up to this fateful encounter are equally
intriguing and significant. One such event was the eve of the battle, which saw
the English and Norman armies prepare for what would be a turning point in
history. This article delves into the events, preparations, and key figures involved

on the eve of the 1066 Battle, including the intrepid Meg Woodward.

The Setting:

On the eve of the Battle of Hastings, the English and Norman armies camped just
a few miles apart, separated by a hilly landscape that would soon bear witness to
an epic confrontation. The anticipation and tension in the air were almost
tangible, as both sides knew the magnitude of the battle that awaited them. As
dusk settled over the campgrounds, soldiers and commanders alike prepared for

what would be a make-or-break moment in their respective histories.

The Leaders:

One of the prominent figures present on the English side during the Battle of
Hastings was Meg Woodward, a fierce warrior and strategist. Known for her
unwavering loyalty to King Harold Il, Meg played a crucial role in shaping the
English army's battle tactics. Her presence on the eve of the battle was decisive
in instilling confidence and determination among her fellow soldiers. Despite
being a woman in a male-dominated era, Meg effortlessly commanded respect

with her strategic prowess and unmatched combat skills.
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On the other side of the battlefield stood Duke William of Normandy, known for
his ambitious plans to claim the English throne. William's preparations for the eve
of the battle were meticulous, ensuring his army was equipped and ready for the
clash. The Norman forces, accustomed to warfare and skilled in swordsmanship,
were well-aware of the daunting challenge that lay ahead. William's leadership

and charisma inspired his troops, solidifying their resolve to conquer England.

The Preparations:

As the sun set on the eve of the battle, both armies focused on their final
preparations. The English, drawing strength from their centuries-old traditions and
loyalty to their King, ensured their strategic positions were well-organized.
Weapons were sharpened, armor was tightened, and spirits were lifted as they

prepared to defend their homeland from invading forces.

Similarly, the Norman army meticulously planned their battle formations. Shields
were polished, horses were saddled, and archers checked their bows for

optimum performance. Duke William took advantage of his expertise as a
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seasoned commander to coordinate his troops, fostering an environment of unity

and purpose on the eve of the battle.

The Eve of the Battle:

On the eve of the Battle of Hastings, anticipation filled the air. Both camps were
aware that the following day would shape their destinies. Despite the threatening
prospects, there was an air of determination and resilience among the soldiers,

spurred on by the conviction that their cause was just.

As darkness settled and the moon rose high in the sky, soldiers from both sides
battled restless anticipation. The night was filled with a mixture of emotions — fear,
excitement, and an unyielding desire to prove oneself on the battlefield. Fires
crackled, illuminating anxious faces and glistening armor. Meg Woodward's
presence in the English camp served as a beacon of hope and motivation,
inspiring her comrades to rise above their apprehensions and fight with

unwavering valor.

The Legacy:

The legacy of the Battle of Hastings and the events leading up to it are etched
into England's history. This seismic clash between the English and Norman
armies forever changed the course of the nation. Duke William's victory, aided in
no small part by the strategic brilliance of Meg Woodward and her unwavering

loyalty, marked the beginning of a new era in English history.

1066 Battle Eve Meg Woodward is a name that resonates through the annals of
time. Her role as a fearless warrior and astute strategist exemplifies the strength
and integrity of the English army. The Battle of Hastings has become a testament
to the power of unity, determination, and the indomitable spirit of those who

fought for what they believed in.



As we reflect upon the eve of the 1066 Battle of Hastings, we are reminded of the
pivotal moments that shaped England. The clash of cultures and leadership on
that fateful night eventually determined the fate of the nation. Meg Woodward's
contribution remains an inspirational reminder of the extraordinary women who
defied societal norms and became leaders in their own right. The battle may be a
distant memory, but the legacy it left behind will continue to resonate for

generations to come.
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Soon after the death of her father, chieftain of a small Scottish clan, fourteen year
old Ailie is married by proxy to a Flemish knight, the Count of Aucun. Now she
has travelled to meet him just outside the city of York (Jorvik) to have their
marriage blessed in the minster. But Jorvik is the wrong place to be in 1066, the
year of four kings of England, because the next day, just south of the city, the last
battle but one will be fought between the English and the Danes, just three weeks
before the Battle of Hastings. The Battle of Fulford takes place on Wednesday

the 20th of September in the boggy watermarshes on the river Foss and will
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become one of England's least known battles but possibly one of the most

crucial, as this story attempts to justify.

The action spans a week, from the Saturday when Ailie arrives to the following
Saturday after Fulford. Unwillingly Ailie becomes a messenger for the
Northumbrian faction, which is defending the city and the great northern earldom
on behalf of the new king, Harold Godwinson. The city is now filling with terrified
refugees hoping the king is rushing his army north from the Channel coast where
he has been waiting for an attack from William of Normandy who is determined to

wrest the crown of England from him.

The defenders of Jorvik are led by two teenage brothers, Edwin, Earl of Mercia
and Morcar, Earl of Northumbria, a title which had belonged for years to Tostig
Godwinson, the new king’s younger brother until his behaviour towards his
citizens drove them to rebellion. The northerners were so powerful that King
Edward the Confessor did not dare deny them the right to replace Tostig. When
Edward ordered Harold to install the new earl, it turned Tostig against his brother

forever.

Ailie should be most unsuitable as a messenger, but she has hidden advantages.
Borrowing a pot-boy's clothes she is stealing ash from the village forge with which
to dirty herself into an unsavoury state when the smith suggests that she should
play the part of his apprentice. He has saddle bits to be delivered to Bishop
Waulfstan, the same man to whom Ailie must deliver details of the terrifying
numbers of gathering Norsemen, and also a curious bauble given to her by a
dying priest. The Norse army will probably win any conflict preceding the king’s
arrival. The Vikings are greedy and York is a very rich prize possessing great civic
and private wealth, but what everybody fears is that the invading army will then

be let loose on the citizens to rape, murder and enslave as well as loot. It is to



prevent this that the Bishop decides to use the bauble, an Alfred jewel, as a

bargaining counter. The hope is that Tostig, known to be a superstitious man, will

believe its reputed magical qualities will bring him future success and will agree to

accept only loot, but will keep the army outside the city walls in exchange for the

amulet.

At the end of the book is information on the primary and secondary sources

available on which the story has been built.
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