
11 Folk Songs Arranged For Two Voices And
Piano For Recitals Concerts
Folk songs have a way of capturing the essence of a culture and its people,
preserving their stories, traditions, and values through music. These timeless
melodies have been passed down through generations, and many have become
staples in recitals and concerts around the world. In this article, we will explore 11
folk songs that have been beautifully arranged for two voices and piano, adding a
new dimension to their already captivating narratives.

1. "Down to the River to Pray"

Originating from the American South, this spiritual song speaks of seeking
redemption, solace, and connectedness through prayer. Its hauntingly beautiful
melody and harmonic arrangements make it a perfect choice for intimate recitals.

2. "Scarborough Fair"

This English ballad dates back to the medieval era and tells the tale of a young
man giving impossible tasks to his lover in order to prove her love. Its intricate
vocal harmonies and delicate piano accompaniment make it a crowd favorite.
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3. "Greensleeves"

Recognized worldwide, "Greensleeves" is a traditional English folk song that
embodies love and longing. With its rich history and memorable melody, it has
been arranged for various vocal combinations, including two voices and piano.

4. "The Water Is Wide"

With origins in Scotland and Ireland, "The Water Is Wide" depicts the pain and
heartache of unrequited love. Its gentle flowing melody and poignant lyrics make
it a powerful choice for duets performed in concert settings.

5. "Shenandoah"

This enduring American folk song is a tribute to the natural beauty of the
Shenandoah River and often evokes a sense of longing for a distant loved one.
Its sweeping melodies and lush harmonies create a captivating atmosphere.

6. "The Parting Glass"

Hailing from Scotland and Ireland, "The Parting Glass" is a bittersweet farewell
song often sung at the end of a gathering. Its introspective lyrics and tender
melodies resonate deeply with audiences.

7. "Danny Boy"

Also known as "Londonderry Air," this Irish ballad has gained immense popularity
for its heartfelt lyrics and timeless melody. It has been arranged in various vocal
settings, allowing the voices to interweave and create a harmonious tapestry of
sound.
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8. "Black Is the Color of My True Love's Hair"

Originating from the Appalachian region of the United States, this folk song
portrays the depth of love and devotion. Its melancholic melodies and evocative
lyrics make it a fitting choice for recitals and concerts.

9. "The Parting Song"

This traditional Chinese folk song conveys the pain of separation and bidding
farewell to loved ones. Its tender melodies and soothing harmonies create an
emotional connection with listeners.

10. "El Condor Pasa"

Hailing from South America, this folk song captures the spirit of the Andean
people and their love for freedom. It has gained international recognition and has
been arranged for various musical ensembles, including two voices and piano.

11. "Oh! Susanna"

Written by Stephen Foster, one of America's most beloved composers, "Oh!
Susanna" is a lively and upbeat folk song that tells the tale of a young man
seeking his fortune during the California Gold Rush. Its catchy tune and rhythmic
piano accompaniment make it a delightful addition to any recital or concert
program.

These 11 folk songs arranged for two voices and piano offer a diverse range of
emotions, stories, and cultural significance. Whether performed in recitals or
concerts, they provide a beautiful opportunity to showcase the wonders of folk
music and engage audiences with their timeless melodies and heartfelt lyrics. So,
gather your voices and let the piano keys guide you on a captivating journey
through these enchanting folk songs.
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