Alan Lomax: The Man Who Recorded The
World

Alan Lomax, a name that might not ring a bell to many, is a true pioneer and
legend in the world of music. With his insatiable love for preserving and

documenting traditional music from all corners of the world, Lomax has become
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the guardian of countless treasures that might have otherwise been lost to

history.

The Early Years

Born in Austin, Texas in 1915, Alan Lomax was surrounded by music from a
young age. His father, John Lomax, was a prominent folklorist, and his mother,
Bess Bauman, was an accomplished pianist. It was within this musical family that

Alan would find his true calling.
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At a mere 17 years old, Lomax embarked on his first major field recording project,
traveling across the southern United States alongside his father. Their goal was
to document and preserve the disappearing folk songs and musical traditions of
the region. This journey ignited Alan's passion for the music of the world, an

obsession that would guide the rest of his life.

The Journey Around the Globe

Lomax's tireless quest for musical knowledge led him on expeditions to remote

corners of the world. He traveled through Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean,
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armed with his tape recorder and an insatiable curiosity. Everywhere he went, he

sought out local musicians, recording their performances with meticulous care.

Through his travels, Lomax amassed an extraordinary collection of recordings,
comprising not just songs, but also stories, interviews, and sounds of everyday
life. This audio archive stands as a testament to his dedication and the diversity

of human expression.

The Importance of Lomax's Work

What sets Lomax apart from other collectors of traditional music is his deep
understanding and appreciation for the cultural context in which the music exists.
He recognized that music is not just sound, but a reflection of people's beliefs,

struggles, and triumphs.

By documenting and sharing these musical traditions, Lomax helped break down
cultural barriers and foster a sense of global harmony. His recordings provided a
bridge between distant cultures and allowed people from different backgrounds to

connect on a profound level.

The Legacy Lives On

Alan Lomax dedicated his life to preserving the world's musical heritage, and his
legacy continues to inspire new generations of musicians and researchers. His
recordings have been instrumental in shaping the field of ethnomusicology, the

study of music within its cultural context.

Thanks to advancements in technology, Lomax's extensive catalog is now
accessible to wider audiences. Online archives and digital platforms have made it
possible for anyone with an internet connection to experience the incredible

diversity of our planet's musical traditions.



Alan Lomax, the man who recorded the world, left an indelible mark on the world
of music. Through his unwavering passion and dedication, he preserved

countless musical treasures that otherwise would have been lost to time.

As we listen to his recordings and delve into the rich tapestry of world music, we
owe a debt of gratitude to this remarkable man who gave us a glimpse into the

soul of our global community.
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The remarkable life and times of the man who popularized American folk music

and created the science of song

Folklorist, archivist, anthropologist, singer, political activist, talent scout,
ethnomusicologist, filmmaker, concert and record producer, Alan Lomax is best
remembered as the man who introduced folk music to the masses. Lomax began
his career making field recordings of rural music for the Library of Congress and
by the late 1930s brought his discoveries to radio, including Woody Guthrie, Pete

Seeger, and Burl Ives. By the 1940s he was producing concerts that brought
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white and black performers together, and in the 1950s he set out to record the

whole world.

Lomax was also a controversial figure. When he worked for the U. S. government
he was tracked by the FBI, and when he worked in Britain, MI5 continued the
surveillance. In his last years he turned to digital media and developed
technology that anticipated today's breakthroughs. Featuring a cast of characters
including Eleanor Roosevelt, Leadbelly, Carl Sandburg, Carl Sagan, Jelly Roll
Morton, Muddy Waters, and Bob Dylan, Szwed's fascinating biography
memorably captures Lomax and provides a definitive account of an era as seen

through the life of one extraordinary man.
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