
American Jews, Russian Jews, and the Final
Battle of the Cold War
Throughout history, the actions of individuals and communities have played a
significant role in shaping the course of world events. One such example is the
pivotal role played by American Jews and Russian Jews in the ultimate
culmination of the Cold War. From their active involvement in advocating for
change to their contribution to fostering dialogue between the superpowers, the
American and Russian Jewish communities were instrumental in bringing about
the end of this era of tension and hostility.

The Cultural Background

The American Jewish community, rooted in the pursuit of religious freedom and
cultural identity, had deep ties to the broader American society. This enabled
them to exert influence in various aspects of American life, including politics,
media, and academia. Russian Jews, on the other hand, faced oppression and
discrimination under the rule of the Soviet Union. They found refuge and
community in the United States, often bringing with them a unique perspective
shaped by their experiences of oppression and survival.

Vocal Advocacy for Change

In the 1970s and 1980s, American Jews embraced their position of influence and
actively campaigned for change in both the United States and the Soviet Union.
As the Soviet Jewry movement gained momentum, American Jewish
organizations lobbied the U.S. government to prioritize human rights in their
dealings with the Soviet Union. Their efforts resulted in increased pressure on the
Soviet authorities to allow Jewish emigration, which was a fundamental
component of the struggle for freedom.
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At the same time, Russian Jews who had immigrated to the United States utilized
their personal stories and first-hand experiences to raise awareness about the
abuses and hardships endured by their brethren in the Soviet Union. They
became vocal advocates for their fellow Russian Jews, working closely with
American Jewish organizations to shed light on the injustices and promote
change at an international level.

Bridging the Gap

As the Cold War loomed, the American and Russian Jewish communities
recognized the opportunity to serve as catalysts for dialogue between the two
superpowers. Their shared cultural heritage and intimate knowledge of both
American and Russian societies made them uniquely positioned to foster
understanding and bridge the gap between the ideological adversaries. By
facilitating exchanges, cultural events, and people-to-people interactions,
American and Russian Jews played a vital role in fostering a sense of common
humanity and challenging the prevailing narratives of the Cold War era.
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The Impact

The combined efforts of American Jews and Russian Jews yielded significant
results in bringing about the end of the Cold War. The pressure exerted by the
American Jewish community on the U.S. government helped secure important
concessions regarding human rights issues in the Soviet Union during
negotiations between the superpowers. Additionally, the cultural exchange
programs initiated by Jewish organizations enabled people from both sides to
experience a different perspective and challenge preconceived notions, ultimately
contributing to the thawing of tensions.

The Legacy

The collaboration between American Jews and Russian Jews during the final
battle of the Cold War demonstrated the transformative power of determined
individuals and communities. It highlighted the strength and resilience of these
communities, who, despite facing adversity and discrimination, were able to bring
about positive change on a global scale. The legacy of their work continues to
inspire future generations to actively engage in shaping a more inclusive,
understanding, and peaceful world.
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O Powerful, Western Star: American Jews, Russian Jews, and the Final Battle of
the Cold War explores the hundreds of years of history that led American Jewry
into the middle of the Cold War. The book s primary focus is on the impact of the
Second World War, the Holocaust, and the founding of Israel on American and
Soviet Jewry. The changes in American and Soviet culture, and the Cold War are
explored in depth. Along with original documents, published histories,
newspapers, journals, and magazines, Peter Golden also relied on his interviews
with Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, George
Shultz, Larry Eagleburger, Richard Perle, and many other individuals connected
to the events.
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