
Artificial Intelligence With Chinese
Characteristics

In recent years, China has emerged as a global leader in the field of artificial
intelligence. With its strategic investments and strong government support, China
is rapidly transforming its economy and society through the integration of AI
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technologies. This article explores the fascinating phenomenon of "Artificial
Intelligence With Chinese Characteristics" and its implications for the world.

The Rise of AI in China

China's ambition to become a world leader in AI was outlined in its "Next
Generation Artificial Intelligence Development Plan" launched in 2017. The plan
set ambitious targets, aiming to make China a major AI innovation center by
2030, with a core AI industry worth over 1 trillion yuan ($147 billion USD).
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China's AI boom can be attributed to various factors. Firstly, the availability of
massive amounts of data is crucial for AI training, and China's vast population
and digital landscape provide a wealth of such data. Additionally, the strong
government support, promoting AI research, development, and applications, has
played a significant role in driving the growth of the AI sector.

The Unique Chinese Approach to AI
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While AI is a global phenomenon, China has taken a distinctive approach in
developing and implementing AI technologies. One key aspect is the integration
of AI with China's existing digital ecosystem, including e-commerce, social media,
and mobile payments. This integration is transforming traditional industries and
enabling advanced applications, such as facial recognition for payment
authentication.

Furthermore, China's approach to AI is closely tied to its political system and
governance. The central role of the government allows for quick decision-making
and coordination, leading to rapid advancements in AI technology. The Chinese
government's focus on strategic sectors, such as transportation, healthcare, and
manufacturing, has accelerated the deployment of AI in these areas.

AI Ethics and Regulations in China

As AI technologies continue to advance, concerns have been raised about ethical
considerations and data privacy. China has taken steps to address these
concerns by implementing regulations and guidelines. The Chinese government
has established the world's largest face recognition database, allowing for
improved security but also raising privacy concerns that must be carefully
managed.

China is also actively working on developing AI ethics frameworks and standards
in collaboration with international organizations. This demonstrates a commitment
to ensuring responsible deployment of AI technologies and addressing potential
risks.

The Global Impact

The rise of "Artificial Intelligence With Chinese Characteristics" has significant
implications for the global AI landscape. China's advancements in AI technology



are not only reshaping its own economy but also influencing industries worldwide.

China's extensive presence in sectors like e-commerce, robotics, and
autonomous vehicles positions it as a dominant player in the global AI market.
Chinese companies are increasingly becoming leaders in AI-driven innovation
and attracting investments from around the world.

Moreover, China's AI achievements are fostering international competition and
collaboration. As other countries strive to keep up with China's advancements,
the global AI race intensifies, leading to rapid technological progress and
breakthroughs.

The Future of AI With Chinese Characteristics

The future of AI with Chinese characteristics is full of possibilities. With ongoing
investments, research, and focus on AI talent development, China is poised to
continue its dominance in the AI landscape.

However, challenges lay ahead. Balancing ethical considerations, addressing
privacy concerns, and managing potential risks are crucial in ensuring the
responsible use of AI technologies.

As AI continues to evolve, the world will closely observe the developments in
China, as they have the potential to reshape the global AI industry and
revolutionize various sectors.

Delete Subheadings and Add Your Own

Now that you understand the rise of "Artificial Intelligence With Chinese
Characteristics," delve deeper into the world of AI and explore the fascinating
potential it holds for shaping our future!
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“This book provides the first book-lengthy study focusing on Artificial Intelligence
(AI) with Chinese characteristics, in line with China’s open ambition of becoming
an AI superpower by 2030. China’s unique domestic politics has developed
distinct characteristics for its AI approach. By analysing national strategy, security
and governance aspects of AI in China, this book argues that China’s AI
approach is sophisticated and multifaceted, and it has brought about both
considerable benefits and challenges to China.

 

First, many characterize China’s AI approach as a nationally concerted top-down
geopolitical strategy to advance Beijing’s unified objective. This book argues that
this view is mistaken. It shows that China’s AI politics is largely shaped by
economically rather than geopolitically motivated domestic stakeholders. In
addition, China’s national AI plan is an upgrade of existing local AI initiatives to
the national level, reflecting a bottom-up development. Thus, China’s AI strategy
is more of a political manifesto rather than a concrete policy plan.
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The second part of the book discusses how the Chinese central government has
been securitizing AI in order to mobilize local states, market actors, intellectuals
and the general public. This security discourse is built on China’s historical
anxieties about technology, regime security needs and the growing tension
caused by great power competition. Despite its help in convincing domestic
actors, however, this securitization trend may undermine key AI objectives.

 

The third part of the book studies the Chinese governance approach to the use of
AI. It argues that China’s bold AI practices are part of its broad and incoherent
adaptation strategy to governance by digital means. AI is part of a digital
technology package that the Chinese authoritarian regime has actively employed
not only to improve public services but also to strengthen its authoritarian
governance. While China’s AI progress benefits from its unique political and
social environment, its ambitious AI plan contains considerable risks. China’s
approach is gambling on its success in (a) delivering a booming AI economy, (b)
ensuring a smooth social transformation to the age of AI, and (c) proving
ideological superiority of its authoritarian and communist values.

 

This book suggests that a more accurate understanding of AI with Chinese
characteristics is essential in order to inform the debate regarding what lessons
can be learnt from China’s AI approach and how to respond to China’s rise as the
AI leader if not superpower.”
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