
Australian Jindyworobak Composers:
Uncovering the Melodic Richness of a
Forgotten Era

When it comes to the history of music in Australia, most people are familiar with
the iconic sounds of indigenous didgeridoos and the harmonious tunes of the
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Sydney Opera House. However, there is a lesser-known era that deserves
recognition for its unique contribution to the country's musical heritage.

The Jindyworobak Movement: A Cultural Revolution

The Australian Jindyworobak movement emerged in the early 20th century as a
response to the dominant European cultural influence on Australian arts,
including music. The movement aimed to redefine Australian identity by drawing
inspiration from the indigenous culture and the Australian landscape.
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The term "Jindyworobak" comes from an Aboriginal word meaning "to annex" or
"to join." This word choice reflects the movement's objective of connecting
Australian composers with the land, history, and spirituality of the continent.

One of the notable outcomes of the Jindyworobak movement was the rise of a
group of composers who sought to incorporate indigenous musical elements and
the sounds of the Australian landscape into their compositions. These composers
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were driven by a desire to create a unique Australian musical identity and
challenge the dominance of European classical music.

Exploring the Composers of the Jindyworobak Era

While the Jindyworobak movement had a significant impact on various art forms,
music played a crucial role in expressing the ethos of the movement. Numerous
composers associated themselves with the movement and aimed to explore the
Australian musical terrain from a distinct perspective.

One such composer was John Antill, whose work "Corroboree" is considered a
landmark in the fusion of indigenous music and European classical composition.
Antill's compositions often incorporated Aboriginal rhythms, melodies, and
instruments, transporting listeners to the ancient traditions of the continent.

Another influential figure was Margaret Sutherland, who explored the possibilities
of blending indigenous voices with Western symphonic music. Her works such as
"Concertino for String Orchestra" showcased her experimentation with
incorporating unique Aboriginal musical elements.

These are just a couple of examples that illustrate the rich and diverse
soundscape created by the Jindyworobak composers. Each composer brought
their own distinct voice to the movement, resulting in a variety of compositions
that truly captured the essence of Australian music.

Reclaiming the Legacy: Routledge Research in Music



Thanks to the efforts of musicologists, scholars, and researchers, the legacy of
the Jindyworobak composers is being rediscovered. Routledge Research in
Music, a leading academic publisher, has released comprehensive studies that
delve into the works, lives, and impact of these remarkable composers.

Their research provides a much-needed insight into the historical context, artistic
vision, and musical techniques adopted by the Jindyworobak composers. It brings
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to light the unique contributions of these neglected Australian musicians and
offers a fresh perspective on the development of music in the country.

Reviving the Melodies of the Jindyworobaks

The Jindyworobak movement, with its emphasis on connecting with the Australian
landscape and indigenous culture, laid the foundations for the development of a
diverse and inclusive Australian music scene. Its impact can still be felt today,
inspiring contemporary composers to explore the richness of their country's
musical heritage.

By revisiting the works of the Jindyworobak composers, musicians and music
enthusiasts have the opportunity to revive these forgotten melodies and
incorporate them into modern compositions. This revival not only pays homage to
the pioneers of the movement but also ensures that their musical legacy
continues to thrive.

Despite being overshadowed by the European classical tradition, the
Jindyworobak composers made significant contributions to Australia's musical
landscape. Their exploration of indigenous music and the Australian landscape
created a unique musical identity for the country.

Thanks to the ongoing research and publications by Routledge Research in
Music, the legacy of these composers is gradually being recognized and
celebrated. Their works have the potential to inspire a new generation of
Australian composers to embrace their cultural heritage and create music that
reflects the richness and diversity of the continent.
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Australia’s Jindyworobak Composers examines the music of a historically and
artistically significant group of Australian composers active during the later post-
colonial period (1930s–c. 1960). These composers sought to establish a uniquely
Australian identity through the evocation of the country’s landscape and
environment, including notably the use of Aboriginal elements or imagery in their
music, texts, dramatic scenarios or ‘programmes’. Nevertheless, it must be
observed that this word was originally adopted as a manifesto for an Australian
literary movement, and was, for the most part, only retrospectively applied by
commentators (rather than the composers themselves) to art music that was
seen to share similar aesthetic aims.

Chapter One demonstrates to what extent a meaningful relationship may or may
not be discernible between the artistic tenets of Jindyworobak writers and
apparently likeminded composers. In doing so, it establishes the context for a full
exploration of the music of Australian composers to whom ‘Jindyworobak’ has
come to be popularly applied. The following chapters explore the music of
composers writing within the Jindyworobak period itself and, finally, the later
twentieth-century afterlife of Jindyworobakism. This will be of particular interest to
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scholars and researchers of Ethnomusicology, Australian Music and Music
History.
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