
Blues Breakers With John Mayall: The Story
Behind Eric Clapton's Iconic Album
When it comes to influential albums in the history of blues and rock music, few
can compare to Blues Breakers with John Mayall, featuring the one and only Eric
Clapton. Released in 1966, this legendary album has stood the test of time and
continues to influence musicians and fans alike, even over half a century later. In
this article, we delve into the captivating story behind Blues Breakers with John
Mayall and explore the lasting impact it has had on the music industry.

The Birth of a Musical Partnership

Before diving into the creation of Blues Breakers, it's essential to understand the
context of how Eric Clapton and John Mayall came together. Eric Clapton,
already renowned for his extraordinary guitar skills, had parted ways with his
previous band, The Yardbirds, due to creative differences. Seeking a new musical
direction, he found himself drawn to the electric blues sound of John Mayall's
Bluesbreakers.

Mayall, a pivotal figure in the British blues scene at the time, was impressed by
Clapton's talent and invited him to join his band. Clapton gladly accepted the
offer, and the stage was set for the creation of something truly special.
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The Creation of a Masterpiece

With Clapton in the lineup, Mayall's Bluesbreakers headed into the studio to
record what would later become Blues Breakers with Eric Clapton. The album's
recording sessions took place at Decca Studios in London and spanned several
weeks.

The tracklist featured a mix of original compositions and covers, with timeless
tracks like "All Your Love" and "Hideaway" showcasing Clapton's virtuosity on the
guitar. The intense emotional depth and the masterful interplay between Clapton
and the band made this album a standout in the blues genre and beyond.

The Iconic "Beano" Album Cover

No discussion about Blues Breakers with John Mayall would be complete without
mentioning its striking album cover. Often referred to as the "Beano" cover, it
featured a picture of a young Eric Clapton casually reading a copy of The Beano,
a popular British children's comic.

This album cover not only captivated fans, but it also became an iconic image
that perfectly represented Clapton's rebellious spirit and love for blues music. In
later years, aspiring guitarists would avidly search for "the Beano album" to
immerse themselves in Clapton's awe-inspiring playing.

The Lasting Influence
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Blues Breakers with John Mayall went on to become a seminal album in both the
blues and rock genres, leaving an indelible mark on countless musicians. Its
release introduced a new generation of listeners to the rich heritage of blues
music and inspired aspiring guitarists worldwide to push the boundaries of their
craft.

Eric Clapton's virtuosity and emotional depth showcased on this album redefined
what it meant to be a lead guitarist, influencing future legends like Jimmy Page,
Jeff Beck, and Jimi Hendrix. The album also played a vital role in popularizing
Gibson guitars, as Clapton's iconic "Beano" Les Paul became synonymous with
his sound.

The Enduring Legacy

Even after more than five decades, Blues Breakers with John Mayall remains a
beloved and highly respected album among critics and fans alike. Its influence
can be heard in countless blues and rock recordings, and its songs continue to be
covered by musicians across the globe.

Furthermore, the impact of the album extended beyond just its musical
significance. Blues Breakers with John Mayall played a significant role in the
popularization of the British blues movement and paved the way for the explosion
of blues-rock in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

The Timeless Appeal

What makes Blues Breakers with John Mayall so enduringly appealing is its
ability to transcend time and connect with listeners from different generations.
The raw emotion, impeccable musicianship, and the soulful interplay between
Clapton and Mayall have a universal appeal that straddles boundaries of age and
musical preference.



Whether you're a die-hard blues enthusiast or a casual fan of rock music, Blues
Breakers with John Mayall is an album that demands your attention. Its tracks
possess a timeless quality that allows them to be rediscovered and appreciated
by music lovers for generations to come.
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(Guitar Play-Along). The Guitar Play-Along Series will help you play your favorite
songs quickly and easily! Just follow the tab, listen to the audio to hear how the
guitar should sound, and then play along using the separate backing tracks. The
melody and lyrics are also included in case you want to sing, or to simply help
you follow along. 10 songs: All Your Love (I Miss Loving) * Double Crossing Time
* Have You Heard * Hide Away * It Ain't Right * Key to Love * Little Girl * Ramblin'
on My Mind * Steppin' Out * What'd I Say.
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