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A Journey through the North of Chile

Welcome to the untamed wonders of the North of Chile! This region is home to
some of the most breathtaking landscapes on Earth, from the mesmerizing
Atacama Desert to the majestic Andean mountains. With its rich history and
cultural heritage, the North of Chile offers a unique experience for every traveler
seeking adventure, beauty, and tranquility.

Discovering Atacama Desert - The Driest Place on Earth

The Atacama Desert, located in northern Chile, is renowned as the driest non-
polar desert on the planet. Its vast expanse of otherworldly landscapes, stunning
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salt flats, and colorful rock formations make it a dream destination for
photographers and nature enthusiasts. With stark contrasts between the arid
desert and snow-capped volcanoes, the Atacama offers a truly surreal
experience.
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One of the most popular attractions in the Atacama Desert is El Tatio Geysers.
Famous for its spectacular geothermal activity, visiting the geysers at sunrise is
an absolute must. As the sun rises, steam from the geysers creates a surreal
atmosphere, providing an unforgettable sight.

San Pedro de Atacama - Gateway to the North

San Pedro de Atacama is a charming oasis town nestled in the heart of the
Atacama Desert. Serving as the gateway to the region, this town is a perfect base
for exploring the surrounding natural wonders. From sandboarding down gigantic
dunes to stargazing in one of the world's clearest skies, San Pedro de Atacama
has it all.
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Make sure to visit the Valle de la Luna (Valley of the Moon) - an otherworldly,
moon-like valley that showcases unique rock formations and breathtaking
sunsets. You can explore the valley by taking a guided tour or renting a bicycle for
an adventurous ride.

Coquimbo - A Coastal Gem

Located along the central coast of Chile, Coquimbo is a picturesque city known
for its beautiful beaches, vibrant culture, and delicious seafood. This coastal gem
is perfect for those looking to relax and enjoy the ocean breeze.

If you're a fan of stargazing, don't miss the opportunity to visit the Cruz del Tercer
Milenio (Cross of the Third Millennium). From this scenic viewpoint, you can
witness the stunning night sky and admire the enormous 93-feet tall iron cross.

La Serena - The City of Churches

Just a few kilometers south of Coquimbo lies La Serena, the second oldest city in
Chile. Known for its fascinating colonial architecture and churches, La Serena
offers a glimpse into the country's rich history.

Make sure to visit the Plaza de Armas, the central square of La Serena, where
you can find historical buildings, quaint cafes, and a vibrant atmosphere. Don't
forget to explore the Iglesia San Francisco, a stunning church that dates back to
the 16th century.

Exploring the Elqui Valley and Pisco Distilleries

The Elqui Valley is a hidden gem in the North of Chile, famous for its beautiful
vineyards and pisco distilleries. Pisco is a traditional Chilean brandy, and a visit to
one of the distilleries allows you to learn about its production process and sample
different varieties.



While in the Elqui Valley, take a moment to relax and enjoy the serene
surroundings. The valley is known for its clear skies, making it an ideal spot for
stargazing and connecting with nature.

The North of Chile offers an extraordinary journey through diverse landscapes,
rich history, and vibrant culture. Whether you're exploring the surreal beauty of
the Atacama Desert, immersing yourself in the coastal charm of Coquimbo,
admiring the colonial architecture of La Serena, or sipping pisco in the Elqui
Valley, this region will captivate your senses and leave you with unforgettable
memories. Discover the untamed beauty of the North of Chile and embark on the
adventure of a lifetime!
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This book is a brief, but comprehensive overview of the south of Chile for cruise
ship passengers and others. Tour the Cruise Ports: Chile Part 2: The North of
Chile, and other books in this series are based on the hundreds of destination
lectures that I have presented on cruise ships to destinations all over the world.
The purpose of these lectures is to add value to the experience of the passengers
at the various ports. These lectures are comprehensive overviews of the
geography, history, culture, points of interest, and general information about the
ports, countries, and regions.
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