
Discover the Fascinating Works of Peter of
Poitiers - The Mastermind of Medieval
Education
In the realm of medieval education, Peter of Poitiers stands tall as one of the
most influential figures. Born in the 12th century in Poitiers, France, Peter was a
renowned theologian, writer, and educator. His works, particularly his
"Compendium Historiae In Genealogia Christi" (Compendium of History in the
Genealogy of Christ),revolutionized the way medieval scholars approached
religious education. Delve into the life and legacy of this remarkable individual as
we explore his influential contributions in this article.

A Glimpse into Peter's Life

Peter of Poitiers was deeply immersed in the academic world from an early age.
After receiving his education in Paris, he returned to Poitiers, where he became a
lecturer and eventually the chancellor of the city's renowned university. His
reputation as a gifted academic rapidly spread, making him a sought-after mentor
and scholar.

However, it was his groundbreaking work, the "Compendium Historiae In
Genealogia Christi," that catapulted Peter of Poitiers to great heights within the
academic community. This work served as a comprehensive guide to biblical
history and genealogy, presenting it in a concise and accessible format.
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The Revolutionary "Compendium Historiae In Genealogia Christi"

The "Compendium Historiae In Genealogia Christi" was a monumental creation
during its time. It aimed to provide a systematic overview of biblical events and
their connections, helping students understand the context and significance of
religious narratives. The work was divided into seven "ages," each corresponding
to a significant period in Christian history, starting from Adam and Eve and
culminating with the Second Coming of Christ.

One of the innovations of Peter's compendium was its use of visual
representations, or "trees," to depict genealogical relationships and historical
epochs. These visual aids made complex information more manageable and
appealing to students. Each "tree" had branches representing key biblical figures,
revealing their ancestral lineages and roles within the broader narrative.

The "Compendium Historiae In Genealogia Christi" elevated the teaching of
theology and history, enabling students to grasp complex concepts and recall
information more effectively. Its popularity surged across Europe, with scholars
and students utilizing this invaluable resource in their intellectual pursuits.

The Impact of Peter's Works on Medieval Education
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Peter of Poitiers' contributions went beyond his influential compendium. He
authored various other works on theology and philosophy, shaping intellectual
discourse in medieval Europe. His teachings and ideas sparked debates and
discussions, fostering an environment of critical thinking and expanding the
boundaries of knowledge.

Moreover, Peter's dedication to education extended beyond the classroom. He
believed in the importance of accessible education for all, regardless of social
status. This ethos inspired subsequent generations of educators, ensuring that
knowledge was not restricted to the elite but disseminated widely among the
masses.

Peter of Poitiers lived in a time of great intellectual development and
transformation. As an active participant in this era, he contributed immensely to
the growth and evolution of education. His innovative approaches to teaching and
his desire to make knowledge accessible continue to influence educational
practices today.

Peter of Poitiers, with his comprehensive "Compendium Historiae In Genealogia
Christi" and other influential works, left an indelible mark on medieval education.
His dedication to knowledge, his emphasis on accessible education, and his
innovative teaching methods revolutionized the way students approached
religious education during the Middle Ages.

In modern times, studying the works of Peter of Poitiers provides valuable
insights into the development of education and the transmission of knowledge. As
we reflect on his contributions, let us appreciate the enduring impact of this
mastermind of medieval education.
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Of the authentic works of Peter of Poitiers the Sententiarum libri quinque is the
most important. It is a personal work con taining in summary form the whole field
of twelfth century theology. In dogmatic questions our author is largely dependent
upon Peter Lombard. On the other hand, he is far superior to the Lombard as a
moral theologian. His modification of the order of the tracts in the Sentences of
his master, that is, his placing of the tract on the virtues before the tract on the
Incarna tion, gave greater prominence to moral theology, which from then on
continued to develop in the systematic theological com pendia or Summae. Also
to be noted are his new division of theology into five parts, and his use of rational
speculation in the solving of theological questions.
In the field of allegorical interpretation of Scripture, his Distinctiones super
psalterium forms part of a trilogy of works, which mark a new point of departure in
bilibical commentaries on the psalter, while his Allegoriae super tabernaculum
Moysis contain important observations for our further understanding of mediaeval
scriptural exegesis.
The Compendium historiae in genealogia Christi, however dry it may seem to us
now, was utilized in the writing of history for some three hundred years. It is of
unquestionable importance, therefore, for mediaeval historiography. The
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inscribing of the biblical genealogies upon skins, which were hung around the
walls of the classroom, much as are maps and charts in our modern
schoolrooms, — an invention attributed to Peter of Poitiers — re veals that visual
education was not unknown in the twelfth century.
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