
Discover the Hidden Wonders of Japan's Deep
Interior: Toyo Reference Series

The Allure of Japan's Lesser-Known Gems

When most people think of traveling to Japan, their minds are often filled with
images of bustling cities, iconic landmarks, and popular tourist destinations like
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Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka. However, those who seek a truly immersive experience
should venture into the lesser-explored regions of Japan's deep interior. One
such series that captures the essence of these hidden gems is the Toyo
Reference Series.

Unveiling the Toyo Reference Series

The Toyo Reference Series is a collection of comprehensive travel guides that go
beyond the typical tourist spots to delve into the lesser-known regions of Japan.
Created by a team of passionate explorers who have dedicated their lives to
uncovering the country's hidden wonders, this series takes you on an
unforgettable journey through Japan's deep interior.
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Traveling Japan's Deep Interior

As you embark on your journey through Japan's deep interior with the Toyo
Reference Series, you will be guided through picturesque landscapes, ancient
temples, stunning mountains, and charming rural towns. You will discover a side
of Japan that is untouched by mass tourism, allowing you to immerse yourself in
authentic Japanese culture.
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The Splendor of Tohoku

One of the regions featured in the Toyo Reference Series is Tohoku, a
northeastern region of Japan known for its breathtaking natural beauty. With its
snow-covered peaks, serene hot springs, and vibrant festivals, Tohoku offers a
glimpse into the traditional and mystical side of Japan.

The Tranquility of Shikoku

Shikoku, the smallest of Japan's four main islands, is another destination waiting
to be explored. With its lush greenery, spiritual temples, and peaceful
countryside, Shikoku is a paradise for nature lovers and seekers of inner peace.
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The Timeless Beauty of Hokkaido

For those yearning for a taste of the great outdoors, Hokkaido offers vast
landscapes, stunning national parks, and unique wildlife. The Toyo Reference
Series will guide you through the untamed wilderness of this northernmost island,
where you can witness firsthand the rugged beauty of Japan's deep interior.
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Embark on a Journey of a Lifetime

The Toyo Reference Series opens the door to a Japan that is often overlooked,
allowing travelers to embrace the spirit of adventure and embark on a journey
that transcends the ordinary. With detailed itineraries, insider tips, and captivating
storytelling, this series serves as an invaluable resource for those seeking a truly
immersive travel experience.

Traveling through Japan's deep interior with the Toyo Reference Series is like
stepping into a different world. It is an opportunity to escape the crowds and
explore hidden wonders that are often missed by the average tourist. So, if you
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are ready to embark on a journey of a lifetime, let the Toyo Reference Series be
your trusted companion.

Remember, there's a whole new Japan waiting for you.
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“Finally the treatment these true classics deserve: thoroughly re-edited and
modernized texts, with notes, glossary, index—and a beautiful layout to boot.”

Isabella Lucy Bird (1831–1904),the English author, photographer, and explorer, is
one of the most intrepid foreigner to have traveled Japan’s interior during the late
nineteen seventies, not long after Japan’s forced opening to the Western powers.
Overcoming her initial fears Bird sets out on a journey that lasts the better part of
a year. The result is more than impressive. Enduring considerable hardships, she
puts behind her a stunning twelve hundred miles in her pursuit of “the unbeaten
track,” much of it through Japan’s unexplored northern regions. On the final leg of
her journey Bird crosses over to the northern island of Hokkaido, where she stays
with the native Ainu, recording their ancient customs.
On her long journey Bird witnesses landslides, a bridge being swept away by
swollen rivers, a boatmen being drowned in a rapid’s swirling waters. Though not
all is drama. She observes a matsuri in Kurokawa, joins a school class in Nikkō,
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attends a wedding in Kubota, and ends up in a mixed-sex bathhouse in Nakano.
While Western in her attitude, Bird is always curious, always learning, always
willing to take the Asian perspective. Among Japan’s early Western visitors, Bird’s
account now stands out as perhaps the most insightful, the most understanding,
and the most comprehensive record of a Japan that has all but vanished.
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