
Discover the Untold Stories of Bordering
Practices in Divided Beirut!
The Intricate Dynamics of Borders in Beirut

Beirut, the capital city of Lebanon, has a rich history filled with both triumphs and
struggles. One of the most intriguing aspects of this city is its divided nature, a
result of internal conflicts and external influences. The physical and symbolic
borders that cut through the city have shaped the lives of its residents and have
become a fascinating subject of study.

Understanding the Historical Context

To truly comprehend the bordering practices in Beirut, one must delve into its
turbulent history. The division of the city into different sectors dates back to the
Lebanese Civil War, which lasted from 1975 to 1990. During this period, various
factions sought to gain control over specific territories, leading to the formation of
distinct neighborhoods characterized by differing demographic, political, and
religious affiliations.

However, it is important to note that the historical roots of division go beyond the
Lebanese Civil War. The establishment of French Mandate rule in the early 20th
century, along with subsequent colonial practices, significantly shaped the social
fabric of Beirut. The creation of segregated quarters for different religious
communities laid the groundwork for the bordering practices that later intensified
during the civil war.
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The Physical Borders

One cannot discuss bordering practices in Beirut without addressing the physical
borders that separate neighborhoods and communities. These physical
boundaries, marked by walls, fences, and checkpoints, serve as a constant
reminder of the city's divided past. They symbolize not only the separation
between different communities but also the ongoing tensions and conflicts within
Lebanese society.

One prominent example is the Green Line, which was a significant demarcation
during the civil war. This line essentially split Beirut into two parts, dividing
Muslim-majority West Beirut from the Christian-dominated East Beirut. While the
war has ended, remnants of this border still persist, influencing the social and
urban development of the city.

The Symbolic Borders

In addition to physical borders, Beirut also exhibits numerous symbolic borders
that are equally impactful and pervasive. These symbolic divisions manifest
themselves in various ways, such as social exclusion, political polarization, and
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institutional discrimination. These invisible borders can be just as powerful as
physical ones, as they shape individuals' identities and livelihoods.

For instance, certain neighborhoods in Beirut have become known for specific
religious or ethnic communities, creating an implicit border that influences social
interactions and economic opportunities. The existence of these symbolic borders
can reinforce prejudices and perpetuate inequality within the city.

The Impact on Everyday Life

The bordering practices in Beirut have profound implications for the everyday
lives of its residents. The segregation resulting from physical and symbolic
borders can limit access to essential services such as healthcare, education, and
job opportunities. The separation also affects social connections and cultural
exchange, hindering the development of a unified and diverse society.

Furthermore, the presence of borders has led to the emergence of distinct
identities within different communities. This heightened sense of belonging to a
particular neighborhood or sectarian group can create tension and hinder efforts
for unity and reconciliation.

A Call for Unity and Connectivity

While the bordering practices in Beirut represent a challenging reality, there are
also inspiring stories of resilience, solidarity, and efforts to bridge these divisions.
Grassroots initiatives and community organizations have emerged with the aim of
fostering connections, promoting dialogue, and breaking down barriers.

By highlighting these initiatives and shedding light on the untold stories of
bordering practices in Beirut, we hope to raise awareness and encourage a
broader discussion about the need for unity and connectivity in the city.



The bordering practices in Beirut reflect the complex socio-political dynamics of a
city scarred by years of conflict. Understanding these practices requires a deep
dive into the historical context and recognition of the physical and symbolic
borders that shape the lives of its inhabitants. While the challenges are immense,
they are not insurmountable, and by working together, Beirut can move towards a
future where borders no longer hinder connectivity and understanding.
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Drawing on innovative research into sectarian-political struggle in Beirut,
Mohamad Hafeda shows how boundaries in a divided city are much more than
simple physical divisions and reveals the ways in which city dwellers both
experience them and subvert them in unexpected ways. Through research based
on interviews, documentation of various media representations such as maps,
visual imagery and gallery installations, Negotiating Conflict in Lebanon exposes
the methods through which sectarian narratives are constructed - arguing for the
need to question, deconstruct and transform these constructions. Hafeda
expands upon the definition of bordering practice by considering artistic research
as a critical spatial practice which allows self-reflection and transformation of
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border positions. This study offers an alternative view to the mainstream
narratives of what is meant by a border, and provides insights, methods and
lessons that may be applied to other cities around the world affected by conflict
and political-sectarian segregation.
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