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Divorced Beheaded Sold: Ending An English Marriage 1500-1847 is not just a
historical account of marriages and their endings in England during the specified
time period, but a deeply captivating exploration of the social, political, and legal
aspects that shaped these matrimonial journeys.
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The Long and Winding Road of Marriage Dissolution

Marriage in England from 1500 to 1847 was an institution governed by strict
religious and societal norms. While divorce was practically impossible, there were
various other means by which unhappy couples sought to end their commitments.
These methods were often convoluted, dark, and even treacherous.
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Throughout this engaging narrative, author [Author's Name] unearths fascinating
stories of couples who found themselves trapped in unhappy marriages and the
extraordinary measures they undertook to secure their freedom.

Decoding the Dark Art of Ending Marriages

The book meticulously chronicles the journey of marriages from the very
beginning to their potentially bitter . It examines the customs and traditions that
shaped these unions, delves into the lives of individuals caught in loveless or
abusive relationships, and finally reveals the shadowy paths they took to escape
their marriages.
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From the ill-fated union of King Henry VIII and Anne of Cleves to the scandalous
affairs that unfolded in the Regency era, Divorced Beheaded Sold uncovers the
untold stories of men and women who fought against the established norms of
society, risking everything for a chance at happiness.

The Legal Maze: Navigating Marriage Dissolution

The book provides a comprehensive analysis of the legal processes involved in
marriage dissolution during this time period. The author explores the intricate web
of legislation, ecclesiastical courts, and common practices that guided the
proceedings. Readers are taken on a journey through the halls of justice,
witnessing the triumphs and setbacks faced by those seeking to break the chains
of an unhappy marriage.

The author's meticulous research, paired with their ability to weave historical
accounts into a compelling narrative, brings the era to life. Divorced Beheaded
Sold is a captivating read for history enthusiasts, legal minds, and anyone
interested in the fascinating world of 16th to 19th-century English marital
struggles.

A Journey through Love, Loss, and Liberation

Divorced Beheaded Sold goes beyond the surface-level analysis of marriage
dissolution and delves deep into the emotional turmoil experienced by the
individuals involved. Through personal letters, diaries, and court records, the
book lets readers step into the shoes of those fighting to escape oppressive
unions.

The stories are brought to life through vivid descriptions of the era's social
customs and the lives led by individuals of different classes, genders, and



backgrounds. This historical journey serves as a reminder of the immense
progress made in establishing equitable and egalitarian marital norms.

A Timeless Tale of Resilience and Defiance

While Divorced Beheaded Sold focuses on a specific time period in English
history, it holds intriguing parallels to contemporary discussions surrounding
marriage, divorce, and the pursuit of happiness. The struggles faced by those
seeking to end their marriages resonate across the ages, eliciting empathy and
admiration for their resilience and defiance in the face of adversity.

Divorced Beheaded Sold: Ending An English Marriage 1500-1847 is more than
just a historical account; it is a captivating journey through the complexities of
human relationships, societal norms, and personal liberation.

So strap on your reading glasses, prepare for an immersive journey back in time,
and discover the remarkable tales of those who said "I don't" in the face of
oppressive marital bonds.
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A fresh perspective on the seamy side of history. Maria Nicolaou has done
considerable research into the largely unexplored area of divorce and marital
separation from the Tudor period to the early Victorian era. Divorced, Beheaded,
Sold is full of scandalous, little-known stories of wife sale, marital discord and
audacious escapades of errant spouses, this is an interesting, as well as
informative read in the same vein as Maureen Waller's The English Marriage and
Kate Summerscale's Mrs Robinson's Disgrace. Maria Nicolaou reveals how
people ended their marriages in the days before divorce was readily available
from committing bigamy to selling a wife at market. Her book is full of colourful
characters and warring spouses, like Con Philips, who fought off her husband
with a gun filled with firework powder; the Duke of Grafton, who hired an army of
detectives to spy on his wife and obtain proof of her adultery; and Marion Jones,
who recruited a gang to take back her property from her husband.
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