
Domesticated Animals: Their Relation To Man
And To His Advancement In
Domesticated animals have been an integral part of human civilization for
thousands of years. From the loyal companionship of dogs and the docile nature
of cows to the agility of horses and the hardworking nature of bees, these animals
have played a crucial role in the development of our society. In this article, we will
explore the deep bond between humans and domesticated animals, and how
their presence has propelled our advancements in various fields.

Unearthing the Origins of Domestication

The domestication of animals dates back to the Neolithic period, around 10,000
BCE. During this time, humans transitioned from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to an
agrarian society, cultivating crops and raising animals for their benefit.

One of the earliest domesticated animals was the dog. Wolves were tamed and
bred to aid in hunting, guarding, and companionship. Their keen senses and
loyalty made them indispensable to early human settlements.
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Similarly, the domestication of livestock such as cows, goats, and sheep provided
humans with a steady source of food and materials. The ability to control and
breed these animals allowed early civilizations to establish permanent
settlements and build a stable society.

The Multifaceted Contributions of Domesticated Animals

Domesticated animals have contributed to human culture, economics,
transportation, and even warfare. Let's delve into some of these areas:

1. Agriculture and Food Production

The agricultural revolution was made possible by domesticated animals. Oxen
were harnessed to pull plows, enabling humans to cultivate and cultivate vast
areas of land more efficiently. Horses also played a vital role in agriculture,
providing transportation, pulling carts, and even powering early machinery.

Furthermore, domesticated animals served as a crucial source of food. Cows and
goats provided milk, meat, and leather, while chickens laid eggs and served as a
dietary staple. The domestication of bees facilitated honey production and
pollination, boosting crop yields.

2. Transportation and Communication

The use of domesticated animals for transportation revolutionized the way
humans traveled. Horses and donkeys became vital for long-distance travel and
trade, connecting distant civilizations and facilitating cultural exchange.
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Additionally, pigeons were domesticated for communication purposes. They were
used as messengers to relay important information across great distances, often
saving lives and providing essential communication channels before the advent of
modern technology.

3. Defense and Warfare

Throughout history, domesticated animals have been employed in warfare.
Elephants were used in ancient battles for their sheer size and strength, granting
a significant advantage to those who controlled them. Horses, again, played a
crucial role as cavalry, bringing speed and agility to the battlefield.

Even smaller animals like war pigeons were utilized during the World Wars to
carry secret messages behind enemy lines, playing a crucial role in intelligence
gathering.

The Psychological Connection between Humans and Animals

Human beings have developed a strong bond with domesticated animals, and the
benefits are not limited to the tangible contributions they make to society.
Research has shown that pet ownership has a positive impact on mental health,
reducing stress, and improving overall well-being.

Interactions with animals have been proven to increase levels of oxytocin, a
hormone associated with love and trust, in both humans and animals. This mutual
affection has led to the incorporation of therapy animals in various settings, from
hospitals to retirement homes, aiding in the healing process and emotional
support for individuals in need.

From their role in agriculture and transportation to their impact on human
psychology, domesticated animals have had a profound influence on human



civilization. The bond between humans and these animals goes beyond mere
utilitarian purposes, encompassing emotional connections that enhance our
overall quality of life.

Appreciating the remarkable contributions of domesticated animals and nurturing
our relationships with them is crucial for the advancement of society and our
understanding of the world in which we live.
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