
Exploring The Wild Neches River: A Journey
into Nature's Hidden Gem

Welcome to the captivating world of the Neches River, an unassuming treasure
nestled in the heart of East Texas. Join us on this immersive journey as we
explore the mesmerizing sights and sounds of this untamed wilderness,
generously sponsored by The Meadows Center For Water And.

Discovering the Neches River

Flowing approximately 416 miles from its headwaters in Van Zandt County to its
merging with the Sabine River, the Neches River winds its way through dense
forests and meandering wetlands, offering a haven for an extraordinary array of
flora and fauna. Prepare to be enthralled by the untamed beauty that lies within.
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A Canoeing Adventure

Embark on a memorable canoeing adventure down the Neches River, where you
will witness the river's splendor up close. With its gentle currents and serene
surroundings, this guided tour will enchant nature enthusiasts of all ages. Hear
the rhythmic chirping of birds, catch a glimpse of playful otters, and feel the gentle
breeze whispering through towering cypress trees.
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Hiking Trails that Lead to Enchantment

The Neches River is surrounded by an enchanting network of hiking trails that
wind through the verdant forests, allowing you to fully immerse yourself in its
natural splendor. With each step, you'll witness majestic oak and magnolia trees,
encounter elusive wildlife, and marvel at the vibrant colors of wildflowers that
carpet the landscape. With trails suitable for both beginners and seasoned hikers,
there's something for everyone.

Fishing: An Angler's Paradise

For those who seek the thrill of catching trophy-sized fish, the Neches River
offers a bountiful playground. Grab your fishing gear and cast your line into the
crystal-clear waters as you navigate hidden alcoves and secret fishing spots.
From largemouth bass to catfish and sunfish, the river brims with diverse species
waiting to challenge your angling skills.
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Preserving Nature for Future Generations

At the heart of this ecological wonder lies The Meadows Center For Water And,
an organization committed to protecting and preserving rivers like the Neches.
Through educational programs, ecological research, and community involvement,
they ensure that these natural wonders continue to thrive for generations to
come. Join us in supporting their vital work and become an advocate for our
precious natural resources.

The Neches River is a hidden gem, waiting to be explored by those seeking an
unforgettable adventure in nature. Its diverse ecosystems, serene beauty, and
abundant wildlife are a testament to the wonders of our planet. So, embark on
this thrilling journey with The Meadows Center For Water And as your guide, and
let the Neches River weave its magic around you.
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In this stunning photographic tribute to one of Texas’ most intriguing and perhaps
least understood rivers, Riverwoods: Exploring the Wild Neches takes readers on
a unique adventure along, and sometimes into, the wild and murky waters of the
Neches River.

The Neches flows through the heart of East Texas, past primordial bottomland
forests, timber and oil industries, and elusive denizens—humans, alligators,
bobcats, and herons. Although the river and its watershed have inspired authors,
artists, and photographers, it can also seem impenetrable, intimidating, or just
plain unsightly to outsiders.

Spending many days canoeing the river and nights camping on the banks,
Charles Kruvand was drawn to the complicated allure of the Neches river and
woods. Once common across the southeastern United States, the Neches
bottomland forests exemplify an ecosystem that has almost passed out of
existence.
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Thad Sitton, an East Texas native and noted historian, opens the book with an to
the historical, cultural, and ecological significance of the Neches River. He takes
readers through time from early Native American inhabitants to Spanish and
Anglo settlers to present-day East Texans. He also describes the environmental
battles fought over preserving parts of the river woodlands surrounding the
waterway and wildlife that have depended on the river for sustenance.

Through beautiful photographs and stirring recollections of his trip along the river,
Charles Kruvand weaves a rare portrait of one of the last wild rivers in Texas.
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