
Flying Squirrels As Pets: Facts And
Information Including Japanese, Northern,
And More!
Flying squirrels are fascinating creatures known for their ability to glide through
the air. While they may not be as common as cats or dogs as household pets,
some people find these small, agile mammals captivating and choose to keep
them as pets. In this article, we will explore the world of flying squirrels as pets,
including their different species such as the Japanese flying squirrel and the
northern flying squirrel, and provide you with useful facts and information.

Species of Flying Squirrels:

Before diving into the details about keeping flying squirrels as pets, it's important
to become familiar with the different species that exist. Here are a few notable
ones:

Japanese Flying Squirrel:

The Japanese flying squirrel, also known as the Momonga, is native to Japan and
is commonly found in dense forests. These squirrels have large, round eyes and
a flap of skin called a patagium that stretches from their wrists to their ankles,
allowing them to glide through the air effortlessly.
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When considering a Japanese flying squirrel as a pet, it's important to provide
them with a spacious enclosure that mimics their natural habitat. This would
typically include vertical space for climbing, wooden perches, and branches for
them to glide between. The enclosure should also include nesting materials such
as shredded paper and soft bedding.

Northern Flying Squirrel:
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The northern flying squirrel is found in North America and is known for its gentle
nature and friendly disposition. These squirrels have beautiful gray fur and
possess the ability to glide up to 200 feet between trees. They are nocturnal
creatures, so it's essential to provide them with a quiet and dark environment
during the daytime.

When considering a northern flying squirrel as a pet, it's important to note that
they are highly social animals and thrive in the company of their own kind. It is
advisable to keep them in pairs or small groups to ensure their emotional well-
being. A spacious enclosure with plenty of vertical space, ropes, and toys for
enrichment is essential for their physical and mental stimulation.
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Important Considerations:

If you are contemplating having a flying squirrel as a pet, here are some key
factors to consider:

Licensing and Legalities:

Before acquiring a flying squirrel as a pet, it's crucial to research and understand
the local laws and regulations regarding their ownership. Some regions may
require specific permits or licenses, while others may prohibit keeping them as
pets altogether. It's essential to comply with the legal requirements to ensure the
well-being of the squirrel and to avoid any legal troubles.

Diet and Nutrition:

Flying squirrels have unique dietary needs that must be met to ensure their
overall health. Their diet primarily consists of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and high-
quality pellets designed specifically for flying squirrels. It's important to avoid
feeding them sugary or processed foods, as these can lead to various health
issues.

Enclosure and Environment:

The enclosure for a flying squirrel should be spacious, secure, and designed to
replicate their natural habitat as closely as possible. It should include ample
climbing opportunities, branches for gliding, and areas for nesting and resting.
Temperature and humidity levels should also be suitable for the specific species
being kept as pets.

Flying squirrels are highly energetic animals and require mental and physical
stimulation to thrive. Providing them with toys, ropes, and activities that simulate
their natural behaviors is key to their well-being.



Interaction and Bonding:

While flying squirrels are not typically known for their desire to be handled, they
can still form a bond with their human caregivers through gentle interactions and
positive reinforcement. It's important to respect their natural instincts and provide
them with plenty of opportunities for interaction and enrichment to build trust and
companionship.

The Joy of Flying Squirrel Ownership:

Although keeping flying squirrels as pets requires careful consideration and
dedication, those who choose to take on this responsibility can experience the joy
of owning these incredible creatures. Flying squirrels are intelligent, curious, and
playful animals that can bring endless entertainment and companionship to their
owners.

Waking up to their gliding antics, witnessing their acrobatic abilities, and
observing their unique behaviors can be incredibly rewarding. However, it's
crucial to remember that flying squirrels are not suitable for everyone. They
require specialized care, time, and effort to ensure their needs are met
adequately.

:

Flying squirrels, including the Japanese and northern species, can make
distinctive and fascinating pets for the right individuals. Their ability to glide
through the air, playful nature, and captivating appearance make them a
captivating choice for those passionate about these remarkable creatures.

However, it's crucial to emphasize that keeping flying squirrels as pets should
only be done by those who are committed to providing them with the necessary
care, attention, and suitable living environment. Always do thorough research,



consult with experts, and ensure you have the legal requirements in place before
bringing a flying squirrel into your home.

With proper care and understanding, flying squirrels can bring a touch of magic
into the lives of dedicated pet owners, truly enriching the human-animal bond.
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