
From WWII Japanese Internment Camp to Life
of Service: The Inspiring Journey of [Name]
During World War II, thousands of Japanese-Americans were forcibly relocated to
internment camps across the United States. These individuals and their families
were uprooted from their homes and stripped of their civil liberties, living in
overcrowded and harsh conditions. One such individual who endured this
tumultuous period was [Name], a remarkable individual who not only persevered
but also dedicated their life to serving others.

[Name]'s journey began in [City], where they were born and raised in a close-knit
Japanese-American community. Their family owned a successful business, and
they enjoyed a peaceful and fulfilling life. However, everything changed when
Pearl Harbor was attacked, leading to widespread fear and suspicion of anyone
of Japanese descent.

Like many others, [Name]'s family was forced to abandon their home and
livelihoods and were relocated to an internment camp. The conditions in these
camps were far from ideal; families lived in cramped barracks, endured sparse
food rations, and faced constant surveillance. Despite these challenges, [Name]
found solace in their tight-knit community and developed a resilience that would
shape their future.
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Education became [Name]'s refuge during their time in the internment camp, as it
provided a sense of purpose and a path to a brighter future. They dedicated
themselves to their studies, excelling in their academic pursuits and earning the
admiration of fellow internees and camp officials. It was during this time that
[Name] discovered their passion for social justice and the desire to make a
difference in the world.

After the war ended and internment camps were dissolved, [Name] faced the
daunting task of rebuilding their life. Despite the discrimination they encountered,
[Name] remained resilient and determined to pursue their dreams of helping
others. They advocated for the rights of Japanese-Americans, speaking out
against injustice and working tirelessly to ensure that the atrocities of the
internment camps would never be forgotten.

[Name]'s commitment to service extended beyond their own community. They
dedicated themselves to various humanitarian causes, providing aid and support
to marginalized communities both at home and abroad. They became actively
involved in organizations such as the Red Cross and Amnesty International,
working to address issues such as poverty, human rights violations, and disaster
relief.
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One of [Name]'s most significant contributions was their role in promoting cultural
understanding and reconciliation between Japan and the United States. They
played a pivotal role in establishing sister city relations between their hometown
and a city in Japan. Through these connections, [Name] worked to foster mutual
respect, understanding, and cooperation between the two countries.

Throughout their life, [Name] has received numerous accolades for their
remarkable work and unwavering dedication to serving others. They have been
recognized with prestigious awards and honors, including the [Award Name] and
the [Award Name]. However, [Name] remains humble and grounded, constantly
seeking new ways to make a positive impact and inspire others.

The journey from a WWII Japanese internment camp to a life of service has been
a testament to [Name]'s strength, resilience, and boundless compassion. Their
story serves as a reminder of the power of the human spirit to overcome adversity
and make a difference in the world. [Name] continues to inspire generations to
come, reminding us that within each of us lies the potential to change lives and
shape a brighter future.
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"Our camp, they tell us, is now to be called a 'relocation center' and not a
'concentration camp.' We are internees, not prisoners. Here's the truth: I am now
a non-alien, stripped of my constitutional rights. I am a prisoner in a concentration
camp in my own country. I sleep on a canvas cot under which is a suitcase with
my life's belongings: a change of clothes, underwear, a notebook and pencil.
Why?"—Kiyo Sato

In 1941 Kiyo Sato and her eight younger siblings lived with their parents on a
small farm near Sacramento, California, where they grew strawberries, nuts, and
other crops. Kiyo had started college the year before when she was eighteen,
and her eldest brother, Seiji, would soon join the US Army. The younger children
attended school and worked on the farm after class and on Saturday. On Sunday,
they went to church. The Satos were an ordinary American family. Until they
weren't.

On December 7, 1941, Japan bombed the US naval base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. The next day, US president Franklin Roosevelt declared war on Japan
and the United States officially entered World War II. Soon after, in February and
March 1942, Roosevelt signed two executive orders which paved the way for the
military to round up all Japanese Americans living on the West Coast and
incarcerate them in isolated internment camps for the duration of the war. Kiyo
and her family were among the nearly 120,000 internees.

In this moving account, Sato and Goldsmith tell the story of the internment years,
describing why the internment happened and how it impacted Kiyo and her
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family. They also discuss the ways in which Kiyo has used her experience to
educate other Americans about their history, to promote inclusion, and to fight
against similar injustices. Hers is a powerful, relevant, and inspiring story to tell
on the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II.
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