
From Wannabe To Racer: The Long Road To
Racing
Do you dream of becoming a professional race car driver? Are you fascinated by
the adrenaline rush and the skill required to navigate through race tracks at
breakneck speeds? Then buckle up and get ready for the long road ahead
because becoming a racer is no easy feat. From overcoming numerous obstacles
to gaining the necessary experience and skills, this article will take you through
the journey from being a mere wannabe to a successful race car driver.

The Beginning

Every successful racer starts at the bottom. It's crucial to have a passion for
racing and a strong desire to pursue it as a career. Many aspiring racers start
their journey in local go-karting competitions. This serves as a foundation for
understanding the basics of racing, developing car control, and honing driving
skills. Go-karting also allows racers to build connections within the racing
community and gain valuable guidance from experienced professionals.

Investing in proper safety gear and enrolling in a racing school is another crucial
step. Learning from professional instructors and practicing on dedicated tracks
will help you understand the dynamics of different vehicles, improve your
reflexes, and increase your overall understanding of the sport.
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Building Experience

Once you have a solid foundation, it's time to gain real racing experience.
Participating in amateur races or finding opportunities to join local racing leagues
can provide invaluable on-track experience. These events help aspiring racers
understand the competitive nature of the sport, learn from their mistakes, and
further refine their skills.

Networking plays a crucial role in a racer's journey. Attending racing events,
joining forums, and connecting with professionals in the field can open doors to
new opportunities and partnerships. Networking can lead to sponsorships,
mentorships, and even potential opportunities with established racing teams.

Working on Fitness and Mental Well-Being

Racing requires not only physical fitness but also mental resilience. Endurance,
strength, and agility are essential for drivers to endure the intense conditions of a
race. Incorporating a dedicated fitness regimen that focuses on cardiovascular
exercises, strength training, and flexibility is crucial for staying in top form.
Additionally, racers must prioritize their mental well-being by adopting strategies
to manage stress and develop focus and concentration.
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Obtaining Licenses and Moving Up the Ranks

Aspiring racers must obtain the necessary licenses to compete in higher-level
races. These licenses can be obtained through racing organizations such as the
International Automobile Federation (FIA) or their country's motorsport governing
bodies. These licenses require meeting specific criteria, including experience,
skill, safety record, and passing written and practical exams.

With the right licenses and experience under your belt, it's time to progress to
higher-level races. This may involve participating in national or international
competitions, where the competition gets fiercer, the stakes get higher, and the
thrill intensifies. Racers must consistently prove themselves and demonstrate
their ability to excel in demanding circumstances.

Securing Sponsorships and Contracts

As you progress in your racing career, securing sponsorships becomes crucial.
Sponsors provide the financial backing necessary to fund race cars, equipment,
travel expenses, and other essential needs. Demonstrating your skills and
marketability is crucial in attracting sponsors who believe in your potential and are
willing to invest in your career.

Racing teams also play a significant role in a racer's journey. Joining a reputable
team provides access to advanced resources, experienced crewmembers, and
opportunities to learn from successful drivers. Establishing connections with
established teams and showcasing your talent can lead to contracts and the
chance to compete in higher-tier races.

The Never-Ending Journey

The road from wannabe to racer is never-ending. Professional race car drivers
continuously challenge themselves, learn from their experiences, and strive for



improvement. Adapting to new technologies, keeping up with the latest racing
strategies, and constantly pushing personal boundaries are all essential in this
high-speed career.

Despite the long and challenging journey, the rewards of becoming a successful
race car driver are unparalleled. The thrill of racing, the camaraderie with fellow
racers, and the deep sense of accomplishment make it all worthwhile. So, take
that first step, stay committed, and embrace the long road to racing. Who knows,
you might just become the next racing superstar!
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"I was approaching way too fast, with no time to stop. I didn’t even try; I simply let
Sylvie charge into the gravel full tilt, coming to a remarkably fast stop. Half a
dozen marshals stared at me wide-eyed. I watched their arms raise as I sunk into
the welcoming stones. With the wheels buried axle-deep, I lost my balance and
keeled over, Sylvie resting on top of me. I flicked the kill switch and everything
went quiet.""Sylvie And Me" is the dramatic, humorous and candid memoir of a
fool who always wanted to race. At the age of fifty-six and a half, Steve Male
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decided it was a good time to start motorcycle racing. With no real experience, he
bought an old Suzuki SV650, got his licence and joined the local racing club with
some very modest goals: 1. Enter one race meeting. 2. Take part in at least one
race. 3. Complete at least one race. 4. Don’t crash. 5. Don’t finish last. 6. Don’t
die trying. Armed with nothing but over-optimism and an ageing bike, he entered
the 2019 Bemsee Rookie Minitwin Championship, hoping to scratch a 40-year-old
itch. Not only did he do that but he managed to squeeze a lifetime's worth of
experiences into six short weekends. Follow his progress from wannabe to race
licence holder. Share the highs, the lows and the dangers he witnessed, proving
that even someone as poorly prepared as he was could still come out the other
side and say, "I am a racer".

Steve Male is a middle-aged father of two and obsessive motorcycle fan.
Inheriting his father’s enthusiasm, he has owned bikes since he was 14. He
rekindled an interest in bike racing in his forties, supporting a number of young
racers via his GP Future website. He lives with the ever-patient Cheryl and their
two dogs in East Sussex but his heart belongs to the race track. Or so he thinks.
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