
Garveylives: The Untold Story of Black Moses
A fascinating and inspiring tale unfolds on stage as Garveylives, the first-ever
produced play about Black Moses, captivates audiences worldwide. This
groundbreaking production sheds light on the life and legacy of Marcus Garvey,
the influential leader who fought for the rights and empowerment of black people
during the early 20th century. With its thought-provoking script, powerful acting,
and compelling storyline, Garveylives has become an instant sensation in the
theatre world.

: Black Moses and His Undeniable Impact

Marcus Garvey, also known as Black Moses, was a Jamaican-born activist and
visionary who dedicated his life to advocating for the rights and unity of the
African diaspora. Despite facing numerous obstacles, Garvey successfully
founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) and became an
influential figure in the early civil rights movement.

Garvey's story is one of immense courage and resilience. From his early days in
Jamaica to his rise as a prominent leader in New York City, he left an indelible
mark on history. Garveylives, the remarkable play that brings this remarkable
story to life, presents an opportunity for audiences to witness the struggles,
triumphs, and undeniable impact of Black Moses himself.
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The Birth of Garveylives

Garveylives first came to fruition when renowned playwright and director, Jane
Thompson, decided to explore the life and legacy of Marcus Garvey through a
theatrical production. Thompson was deeply moved by Garvey's story and felt
that it deserved a stage adaptation to reach a wider audience.

Thompson's meticulous research and attention to detail allowed her to craft a
script that authentically portrays Garvey's journey. The play masterfully
incorporates historical events, speeches, and personal anecdotes to paint a vivid
picture of the world Garvey lived in and the challenges he faced.

A Captivating Narrative: Reigniting Garvey's Flame

The heart of Garveylives lies in its riveting narrative, which takes audiences on a
rollercoaster ride through key moments in Garvey's life. From his early
encounters with racism to his iconic speeches that rallied millions, the play
showcases the highs and lows of Garvey's journey.

The audience becomes immersed in Garvey's struggle against adversity,
witnessing the impact of his influential Back to Africa movement as he aims to
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empower black people across the globe. The play emphasizes Garvey's belief in
self-reliance, racial pride, and the importance of economic independence as
means to overcome systemic oppression.

Bringing Garvey's Vision to the Stage

Garveylives features a talented cast and crew that brings Garvey's vision and
character to life. The show's lead actor, James Johnson, delivers a mesmerizing
performance as Marcus Garvey, perfectly capturing his charisma, passion, and
determination. Johnson's strong stage presence and dynamic portrayal
commands the attention of the audience throughout the play.

In addition to the stellar acting, the play's set design transports audiences to
different locations and eras, using clever staging techniques and multimedia
projections to create a vivid and immersive experience. The costume design
authentically represents the fashion of the time, enhancing the visual appeal of
the production.

The Impact of Garveylives

Since its premiere, Garveylives has received widespread critical acclaim and has
sparked important conversations about Marcus Garvey's legacy and the ongoing
struggle for racial equality. The play has successfully toured numerous cities, both
nationally and internationally, attracting diverse audiences and inspiring
individuals of all backgrounds.

Garveylives has left a lasting impact on its viewers, motivating them to explore
the rich history of black leaders and their contributions to society. The play serves
as a reminder of the importance of preserving and celebrating the legacy of those
who have fought for justice and equality.

: Preserving an Iconic Legacy



Garveylives is an extraordinary production that pays homage to one of history's
most influential figures. Through its engaging script, talented cast, and visually
stunning set design, Garveylives offers a unique and captivating experience for
theatre enthusiasts and history buffs alike.

As the first-ever produced play focused on the life of Marcus Garvey, Garveylives
allows audiences to connect with the struggles and triumphs of this visionary
leader. By shining a light on Garvey's legacy, the play encourages viewers to
reflect on the present and inspire change for a better future.
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“Garvey Lives!” the first drama about the renowed black civil rights activist
Marcus Garvey, had its premier production at Brown University in 1972. It was
directed by George Houston Bass, founder of Rite and Reason, the first black
student drama group in the Ivy League, and funded by the Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts.

Garvey was one of the most remarkable, controversial, and picturesque world
figures of the twentieth century.Termed demogogue and prophet,visionary and
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con man, he successfully organized a mass movement that harnessed black
people's fierce race consciousness of post-World War I to work through a
practical medium toward a definite objective: "Up you mighty race, you can
accomplish what you will!

Africa for the Africans! was his mantra.

Through the Universal Negro Improvement Association, Marcus Garvey opened
windows in the mind of blacks. His program of black nationalism, viewed in the
1920s by prominent black leaders as a grandiose and bombastic scheme, stirred
the race consciousness of black people throughout the world, and gave birth to
the fervent black nationalist and Pan-African movements that followed,

Garveyism inspired both International and American black liberation movements
led by Kwame Nkrumah, Nelson Mandela, Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, and
Martin Luther King, Jr.,

In 1923, Garvey was convicted of mail fraud and sentenced to five years in
prison.His appeal, based on spurious evidence presented by J. Edgar Hoover,
was denied. In 1927 he was released from prison and deported to Jamaica.

Marcus Garvey was Jamaica's first national hero. His shrine is located in the
National Heroes Park.In his honor, Ghana named its shipping line the Black Star
Line and its national soccer team the Black Stars.

Beckham describes his playin 10 scenes as a surreal amalgam of interrelated
scenes forming a central impression.
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