
Israeli Mirage III and Nesher Aces: Sky
Warriors of Israel
The Legendary Fighters Defending Israeli Skies

When it comes to aerial combat supremacy, one name stands out: Israel.
Positioned in the heart of a volatile region, Israel has faced numerous military
challenges since its establishment. Though outnumbered and outgunned, the
Israeli Air Force (IAF) has consistently proved its mettle, thanks in large part to
aircraft like the Mirage III and Nesher. In this article, we delve into the history,
prowess, and aces of these remarkable warplanes that played a crucial role in the
defense of Israel.

The Background: The Mirage III and Nesher Enter the Scene

As tensions escalated in the Middle East, the Israeli government sought to bolster
its aerial defense capabilities. In the early 1960s, the French-made Mirage III was
selected to fulfill this need. This supersonic aircraft featured unmatched speed,
agility, and versatility, making it an ideal choice for Israel's complex security
situation.

By signing an agreement with France, Israel acquired the Mirage III. However, the
relationship between the two countries soon soured, as France imposed an arms
embargo on Israel during the Six-Day War. Determined not to be at the mercy of
foreign powers, Israel resorted to reverse-engineering the Mirage III. This effort
resulted in the birth of the Nesher, a locally produced variant that strengthened
Israel's self-reliance and combat capabilities.
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Mirage III and Nesher: Aces of the Israeli Skies

The Mirage III and Nesher quickly distinguished themselves in combat, proving
their worth during several conflicts over the years. These aircraft became the
backbone of the IAF, contributing to numerous victories and establishing their
legacies as true sky warriors.

One of the most renowned pilots to fly the Mirage III was Giora Epstein, an Israeli
ace who achieved an unprecedented 17 kills over the course of his career.
Epstein's extraordinary skills and proficiency in aerial combat earned him the title
of Israel's top fighter pilot. His achievements, mainly accomplished while flying a
Mirage III, solidified this aircraft's place in Israeli aviation history.

The Mirage III and Nesher were deployed in various conflicts, including the Six-
Day War, the War of Attrition, and the Yom Kippur War. These fighters engaged
enemy aircraft, protected Israeli airspace, and executed precise ground attacks,
showcasing their versatility and adaptability.

The Rise of the Mirage III and Nesher Aces

Throughout their operational lifespan, both the Mirage III and Nesher produced
an impressive number of aces. These skilled pilots, often outnumbered and
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surrounded by enemy aircraft, faced intense dogfights and aerial duels.
Nonetheless, their expertise and the Mirage III and Nesher's superior
performance ensured their triumph against formidable opposition.

One notable ace from the Mirage III era was Amnon Aran, who achieved 13 aerial
victories, making him one of the most successful pilots in the Middle East. Aran's
capability to outmaneuver and outsmart his adversaries was truly exceptional,
exemplifying the prowess of the Mirage III in close-quarters aerial combat.

Furthermore, the Nesher introduced a new generation of aces into the fold. Ran
Goren and Shmuel "Mule" Shikachy were among the Nesher pilots who achieved
significant success. Goren successfully downed 11 enemy aircraft during the Yom
Kippur War, while "Mule" Shikachy obtained six confirmed kills, firmly asserting
the Nesher's position as a formidable warplane.

The Legacy Continues: The Mirage III and Nesher's Influence

The Mirage III and Nesher played an integral role in shaping the Israeli Air
Force's doctrine, tactics, and air superiority capabilities. The lessons learned from
combat experiences with these aircraft remain relevant to this day, contributing to
the ongoing technological advancements and strategic planning within the IAF.

Despite their age, the Mirage III and Nesher remain highly respected by aviation
enthusiasts worldwide. Their legacy lives on not only through museums and
historical records but also through the continued utilization of their combat-tested
features incorporated into modern aerial platforms.

: Defenders of the Israeli Sky

The Israeli Mirage III and Nesher Aces were not merely machines; they were the
embodiment of Israel's resilience and determination. Through the bravery and



skill of their pilots, these aircraft played a significant role in safeguarding Israeli
skies and achieving victories that defied the odds. Their stories remind us of the
indomitable spirit of those who protect and defend against all odds.

The Mirage III and Nesher will forever be remembered as legendary sky warriors,
carving their place in both the annals of aviation history and the hearts of those
who respect the unwavering dedication of the Israeli Air Force.
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Israeli delta fighters pilots have been credited with almost 300 kills between 1966
and 1974, and dozens of them became aces. The Israeli aerial kill exchange rate
and overall air-to-air performance was phenomenal. Although the Israeli pilots
were flying Mach 2 fighters, they lacked any modern radar equipment and their
MiG-21 flying opponents should have had a performance edge over them. This
book details their most signifcant engagements, many of which were essentially
World War 2 style dogfights fought with jet aircraft. Because neither side had the
combat edge to disengage at will most engagements were a life and death
struggle and the of air-to-air missiles and the Israeli Nesher was to prove decisive
in this theatre.
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