
Lichens Collins New Naturalist Library 86 - An
In-depth Exploration
Lichens have long remained an enigmatic aspect of our natural world. These
fascinating organisms, a symbiotic partnership between fungi and algae, hold
immense ecological significance yet often go unnoticed. In the world of nature
literature, the Collins New Naturalist Library is recognized for its outstanding
contributions to the study and documentation of various natural subjects. In this
article, we delve into the remarkable eight-sixth volume of the series - Lichens.

The Collins New Naturalist Library

The Collins New Naturalist Library is a prestigious book series that has been
captivating readers for over 70 years. It aims to explore various aspects of British
natural history, providing comprehensive and authoritative information on diverse
subjects. With over 150 titles covering topics ranging from birds, insects, plants,
and mammals, the library has become a cornerstone for nature enthusiasts and
professional scientists alike.

Volume 86 - Lichens

Volume 86 of the Collins New Naturalist Library is a testament to the immense
diversity and ecological importance of lichens. Authored by leading lichenologist,
M.C. Fitter, this volume takes readers on a captivating journey through the
intricate world of lichens and their interactions within their habitats.
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Unveiling the Hidden World

Lichens are often overlooked due to their small size and lack of flamboyant
features. However, beneath their unassuming exterior lies a world of fascinating
scientific discoveries awaiting exploration. The author's meticulous research
brings to light the astonishing resilience, adaptability, and symbiotic associations
of these life forms.

Ecological Significance

Throughout the book, Fitter emphasizes the crucial ecological roles lichens play
in various ecosystems. The symbiotic partnership between fungus and alga
allows lichens to colonize inhospitable environments, acting as pioneers in
primary succession. They contribute to nutrient cycling, influence soil creation,
and provide vital food sources for numerous organisms, including reindeer,
songbirds, and insects.

Exploring Diversity

Lichens exhibit an extraordinary range of colors, shapes, and textures, making
them visually appealing subjects to study. With stunning photographs and
detailed descriptions, this volume highlights the diversity within lichen
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communities, showcasing the intricate patterns and adaptations that have
evolved over millions of years. From fructose-rich crusts to hanging beard-like
structures, the reader is captivated by the enchanting beauty of this often-
underappreciated world.

Threats and Conservation

The book also discusses the challenges facing lichens in the modern world.
Habitat destruction, air pollution, climate change, and human activities contribute
to the decline of lichen populations. Fitter emphasizes the urgent need for
conservation efforts to preserve these invaluable organisms and the ecosystems
they support.

The inclusion of Lichens as the 86th volume in the Collins New Naturalist Library
is a testament to the growing recognition of the importance of these organisms in
ecological studies. This book offers a comprehensive and captivating exploration
of lichens, their biology, and their ecological roles. Whether you are a lichen
enthusiast, a naturalist, or simply curious about the wonders of the natural world,
this volume is sure to engage, educate, and inspire.

So, step into the enchanting world of lichens with Collins New Naturalist Library
86 and embark on a journey of discovery like no other!
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Lichens are fascinating and beautiful organisms able to colonise a vast range of
habitats, including seemingly impossible places such as bare icy mountain tops
and sun-scorched coastal rocks. This book discusses all aspects of British
lichens, revealing the secrets of their success. This edition is exclusive to
newnaturalists.com

Lichens are fascinating and beautiful organisms able to colonise a vast range of
habitats, including seemingly impossible places such as bare icy mountain tops
and sun-scorched coastal rocks. This book discusses all aspects of British
lichens, revealing the secrets of their success.

The book begins by looking at how lichens have been used throughout history in
medicines, dyes, food and perfumes. It then goes on to describe what lichens
are, and how they grow and reproduce. A detailed survey is given of the range of
habitats in which lichens can be found: on trees, rocks, heaths and moors, chalk
and limestone, mountains, rivers, lakes, the coast, walls and buildings, most
famously on churches and in churchyards. Gilbert also discusses the
susceptibility of lichens to air pollution, and how they can be used to detect
environmental pollution.

The comprehensive, reader-friendly text, over 150 illustrations and 16 pages of
colour, combine to make Lichens the definitive work on this subject of great
natural history interest.
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