
Long Tailed Fowl: Their History And Care
Long tailed fowl, also known as long tailed chickens, are a fascinating and
beautiful breed of poultry that have captured the attention of people around the
world. With their distinct long feathers trailing behind them, these birds have
become a sought-after breed for those looking to add elegance and splendor to
their flock. In this article, we will explore the history of long tailed fowl, their
unique characteristics, and provide tips on their care and maintenance to ensure
their well-being.

A Brief History of Long Tailed Fowl

Long tailed fowl have a rich history that traces back to ancient civilizations. These
birds were originally bred in Asia, particularly in countries like Japan and China.
As early as the 12th century, long tailed fowl were highly revered and considered
a symbol of power, wealth, and nobility. They were often found in the courts and
palaces of emperors, where they were kept as ornamental birds.

Over time, long tailed fowl made their way to Europe during the Age of
Exploration. They quickly gained popularity among the elite, with nobles and
aristocrats showcasing them in exhibitions and competitions. As European
countries formed trade routes with Asia, long tailed fowl were transported back
and forth, leading to a diversification of breeds and variations within the long
tailed fowl category.
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Distinct Characteristics of Long Tailed Fowl

One of the defining features of long tailed fowl is, of course, their long and flowing
tails. The feathers can extend several feet behind the bird, creating a captivating
display of elegance. The long feathers are typically lustrous and vibrant, coming
in a variety of colors and patterns depending on the breed.

In addition to their long tails, long tailed fowl have slender bodies and long necks.
Their overall appearance is graceful and refined, making them a true standout in
any flock. These birds are smaller in size compared to other poultry breeds, but
they compensate for it with their remarkable appearance.

Caring for Long Tailed Fowl

As with any breed of poultry, proper care is essential to ensure the well-being of
long tailed fowl. Here are a few tips to keep in mind when caring for these
magnificent birds:

Shelter: Provide a secure and spacious shelter for your long tailed fowl.
Their long tails require ample space to move around without getting
damaged.
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Diet: Offer a balanced diet that includes high-quality poultry feed, grains,
fruits, and vegetables. Ensure they have access to clean water at all times.

Grooming: Regularly groom their long feathers, paying close attention to
any signs of tangles or damage. Trim feathers if necessary, but extreme
caution must be exercised to avoid injuring the bird.

Protection: Protect your long tailed fowl from predators by providing secure
fencing and supervision when they are free-ranging.

Healthcare: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian experienced in
poultry care to ensure their health and well-being.

Long tailed fowl have a captivating history and are cherished for their unique and
stunning appearance. Whether you want to add elegance to your flock or simply
admire the beauty of these birds, caring for long tailed fowl requires knowledge,
attention, and dedication. By providing proper shelter, nutrition, grooming,
protection, and healthcare, you can ensure that these regal birds thrive in their
environment. So go on, explore the world of long tailed fowl and let their intricate
tails be a symbol of beauty in your flock.
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There are few publications in the western cultures of the world that outline the
basic requirements of long tailed fowl.

Nearly four years in the making, Long Tailed Fowl, a guide to long tailed fowl
history and management provides information that will fascinate anyone
interested in these beautiful birds.

Those wishing to keep birds carrying the non-molting genes especially require the
specialist knowledge that is presented clearly and concisely. Included are
chapters on history, housing, grooming, dietary requirements, breeding and flock
management, with practical information relevant to long tailed breeds. Centuries-
old Japanese rearing methods are combined with current knowledge and practice
to present a comprehensive and indispensable source of information for the
enthusiast.
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