
M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage
New Vanguard 201 - The Weapon of
Destruction

The M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage, also known as New Vanguard
201, is an absolute game-changer in the world of artillery warfare. This powerful
weapon has a long and rich history, starting from its debut during World War II.

A Brief History

The M7 Priest was developed by the United States and was widely used by the
Allied forces during World War II. It was designed to provide highly mobile artillery
support to infantry units. With its 105mm howitzer and effective self-propelled
nature, it became a fearsome weapon on the battlefield. The M7 Priest was so
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successful that it remained in service even after the war, serving in various
conflicts around the world.
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Main Features

The M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage boasts several key features that
make it exceptional on the battlefield:

Powerful 105mm Howitzer: The M7 Priest is equipped with a 105mm
howitzer, capable of firing high-explosive shells, smoke shells, and even
armor-piercing shells. Its range can reach up to 12 kilometers, allowing it to
engage enemy targets effectively.

Self-Propelled Mobility: One of the greatest advantages of the M7 Priest is
its ability to move quickly across different terrains. Its independent tracks
provide excellent mobility, making it suitable for a wide range of operations.

Effective Crew Protection: The M7 Priest includes a fully enclosed armored
superstructure that offers protection to the crew from small arms fire and
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shell fragments. This feature ensures that the crew remains safe while
operating in hostile environments.

Reliable and Easy to Maintain: The M7 Priest has a reputation for its
reliability and ease of maintenance. The vehicle's design allows for quick
repairs and reduces downtime, maintaining its combat readiness at all times.

Advantages on the Battlefield

The M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage has proven to be a crucial asset
on the battlefield due to its numerous advantages:

1. High Firepower: With its powerful 105mm howitzer, the M7 Priest can
deliver devastating blows to enemy positions, effectively neutralizing threats
from a distance.

2. Flexibility: Unlike traditional artillery guns, the M7 Priest's self-propelled
mobility offers greater flexibility in maneuvering and repositioning during
combat operations.

3. Quick Response: The M7 Priest's independent tracks enable rapid
response capabilities. It can be deployed quickly to support ground troops,
even in challenging terrains.

4. Enhanced Crew Safety: The vehicle's armored superstructure provides a
safer working environment for the crew, minimizing casualties and improving
their overall effectiveness.

5. Versatility: The M7 Priest's ability to fire various types of shells allows it to
adapt to different combat situations, making it a versatile weapon for a wide
range of operations.

Operational Successes



The M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage has been involved in numerous
operational successes throughout history. Some notable examples include:

Battle of El Alamein (1942)

The M7 Priest played a crucial role during the Battle of El Alamein, an important
turning point in World War II. Its accurate and rapid artillery support helped the
Allies break through enemy lines and secure victory.

Battle of the Bulge (1944)

During the Battle of the Bulge, the M7 Priest once again showcased its
effectiveness. It provided critical artillery support to the infantry, helping repel the
German offensive and turning the tide of the battle in favor of the Allied forces.

The M7 Priest 105mm Howitzer Motor Carriage New Vanguard 201 has
undoubtedly earned its place as one of the most powerful and reliable artillery
weapons in history. Its ability to deliver devastating firepower, along with its
mobility and crew protection features, make it an indispensable asset on the
battlefield.

If you are looking for a weapon that combines strength, flexibility, and versatility,
the M7 Priest is undoubtedly the ultimate choice. Its exceptional performance and
operational successes have solidified its place in military history as a true weapon
of destruction.
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Based upon the ubiquitous Grant/Sherman tank, the M7 Priest is the iconic Allied
self-propelled howitzer. It was the most widely manufactured vehicle of its type in
World War ll and was utilized by the US, British, Canadian and Free French
forces. Its combat debut was with Montgomery's Eight Army at El Alamein and it
fought subsequently in every major campaign through Sicily, Italy, Normandy and
the final battles in Germany. In addition to covering all variants of the Priest, this
book also looks at the major derivatives, including the British/Canadian Sexton
and the US M12 155mm GMC.
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