Manufactured Uncertainty: Implications for
Climate Change Skepticism

The issue of climate change has been a subject of debate and concern for
decades. The majority of scientific evidence points towards human activities and
greenhouse gas emissions as the primary cause of global warming and its
adverse effects. However, skepticism towards climate change persists, often
fueled by manufactured uncertainty. In this article, we will explore the implications
of manufactured uncertainty on climate change skepticism and its potential

consequences for our planet.

What is Manufactured Uncertainty?

Manufactured uncertainty refers to the deliberate establishment or promotion of
doubt and skepticism surrounding an issue, despite scientific consensus. In the
case of climate change, certain individuals, interest groups, and even industries
have actively worked to cast doubt on the validity of climate science through

misinformation campaigns, cherry-picking data, and promoting false narratives.

These efforts aim to create confusion and prevent meaningful action to address

climate change.
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The Skepticism Dilemma

It is important to note that skepticism is an integral part of science and critical
thinking. Healthy skepticism drives research and promotes the continuous
improvement of scientific knowledge. However, when skepticism is fueled by
manufactured uncertainty, it becomes a hindrance rather than a driving force for

progress.

Manufactured uncertainty manipulates the public perception of climate change by
giving undue weight to minority views that deny or downplay the seriousness of
the issue. This creates a false sense of scientific controversy and impedes public

support for necessary actions to mitigate climate change.

The Role of Media

The media plays a significant role in shaping public opinion and can either
promote or hinder the understanding of climate change. Unfortunately, media
coverage often gives equal weight to scientifically supported views and
manufactured uncertainty, thus perpetuating a false balance. This false balance
misinforms the public and portrays climate change as a purely subjective debate

rather than an established scientific reality.

Additionally, clickbait titles and sensationalized headlines grab attention but often

fail to provide the necessary context and depth required for a proper
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understanding of the issue. These attention-grabbing tactics can lead to

misinformation and support for climate change skepticism.

The Consequences:

Climate change skepticism fueled by manufactured uncertainty has severe
consequences for our planet. Delaying or rejecting necessary actions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions can exacerbate the effects of climate change,

resulting in rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and the loss of biodiversity.

Moreover, manufactured uncertainty undermines public trust in scientific
institutions and experts who have dedicated their lives to understanding and
addressing climate change. This erosion of trust can impede collaboration and

collective efforts required to tackle the global climate crisis effectively.

The Way Forward:

Countering manufactured uncertainty and addressing climate change skepticism
requires a multi-faceted approach. It involves promoting factual information,
improving media literacy, and holding accountable those who deliberately spread

misinformation for personal or political gain.

Building a scientifically literate society is crucial to combating climate change
skepticism. By providing accessible and accurate information, individuals can
make informed decisions and recognize the harmful effects of manufactured

uncertainty.

Governments, scientific institutions, and educators must work together to develop
effective communication strategies that bridge the gap between scientific

research and public understanding. Promoting transparency and engaging in



open dialogues can help dispel doubts and reinforce the urgency of taking action

against climate change.

The manufactured uncertainty surrounding climate change perpetuates
skepticism and impedes necessary action to mitigate its adverse effects. It is
essential for individuals, media organizations, and society as a whole to
recognize the manipulation at play and embrace scientific consensus. By doing
S0, we can collectively address the challenges posed by climate change and

protect our planet for future generations.

Let us move forward with informed decisions and a commitment to combatting

manufactured uncertainty, for the sake of our planet and the well-being of all

living beings.
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In this provocative work, Lorraine Code returns to the idea of "epistemic

responsibility," as developed in her influential 1987 book of the same name, to
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confront the telling new challenges we now face to know the world with some
sense of responsibility to other "knowers" and to the sustaining, nonhuman world.
Manufactured Uncertainty focuses centrally on the environmental and cultural
crises arising from postindustrial, man-made climate change, which have
spawned new forms of passionately partisan social media that directly challenge
all efforts to know with a sense of collective responsibility. How can we agree to
act together, Code asks, even in the face of inevitable uncertainty, given the truly
life-threatening stakes of today's social and political challenges? How can we
engage responsibly with those who take every argument for an environmentally
grounded epistemology as an unacceptable challenge to their assumed
freedoms, comforts, and "rights?" Through searching critical dialogue with leading
epistemologists, cultural theorists, and feminist scholars, this book poses a timely
challenge to all thoughtful knowers who seek to articulate an expanded and
deepened sense of epistemic responsibility—to a human society and a natural

world embraced, together, in the most inclusive spirit.
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