
One Man London Twenty Years On: The
Incredible Journey of John Anderson
London - a city filled with iconic landmarks, bustling streets, and a melting pot of
diverse cultures. For some, it is a place of dreams and opportunities, while for
others, it can be a never-ending struggle. However, for one man, John Anderson,
London has been both a challenge and a triumph for two decades.

The Beginning of the Journey

Twenty years ago, John Anderson, a young man with a backpack full of dreams,
arrived in London. With little more than determination and a thirst for adventure,
he set foot on this vast city, ready to carve his path. Little did he know the
extraordinary journey that awaited him.

John's first few months in London were far from glamorous. He lived in a tiny,
rundown apartment in the outskirts of the city, scraping by paycheck to paycheck.
It was during this time that John discovered his love for writing, pouring his heart
and soul into stories that captured the essence of London life.
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The Rise to Fame

As John's writing skills evolved, so did his understanding of the city. He delved
into the history, culture, and hidden gems that make London unique. John's talent
did not go unnoticed, and soon his articles began appearing in local newspapers
and magazines. People were captivated by his descriptive storytelling and ability
to transport readers into the heart of London.

It wasn't long before John's work caught the attention of a well-known publishing
house. He was offered a book deal, a chance to showcase his love and
knowledge of London on an even grander scale. "One Man London" was born, a
literary masterpiece that painted a vivid tapestry of the city's past, present, and
future.

The Impact of "One Man London"
"One Man London" took the literary world by storm. Readers from all walks of life
praised John's ability to capture the essence of London and bring its streets to life
through his words. The book became a bestseller, cementing John's place as a
respected author and expert on the city he had come to love.

However, John didn't let his newfound success go to his head. Instead, he used it
as a platform to shine a light on the stories of ordinary Londoners. Through his
writing and public appearances, he became an advocate for social change,
shedding light on the struggles, triumphs, and untold narratives of the diverse
communities that call London home.

The Legacy Continues
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Twenty years on, John Anderson's impact on London's literary and cultural scene
remains unparalleled. He continues to write, inspire, and educate, sharing his
experiences and knowledge through books, articles, and public speaking
engagements.

John's journey is a testament to the power of persistence, passion, and the ability
to find beauty in the everyday. His long and extraordinary connection with London
is a reminder that the city, like its people, constantly evolves, creating endless
opportunities for growth and change.

One man, London, and an incredible journey that spans two decades. John
Anderson's love affair with the city has transcended time, leaving an indelible
mark on the literary and cultural landscape. He has shown us that even in the
face of adversity, dreams can be realized, and the extraordinary can emerge from
the ordinary.

So next time you find yourself wandering the streets of London, take a moment to
soak in the history, the stories, and the people who make this city come alive. For
in their tales, you may just discover your own extraordinary journey.
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'One Man’s London' – the idiosyncratic London guide book that won a cult
following within weeks of its publication – has at last been reissued in an
expanded form. This enhanced illustrated version has been published in
response to demands for a reissue that began not long after its original
publication. 'One Man’s London' was first published by Hutchinson in 1989, and
the edition quickly sold out. Soon, second-hand copies were selling at well above
the cover price and, ever since, the book has been keenly sought-after.

The book’s attraction has always been its remarkable individuality and the
oddities and secrets it reveals about streets every Londoner knows. It tells us of
the Roman milestone that lies unmarked beside St Margaret’s, Westminster; of
the oldest gas lamps in the world, which still burn along The Mall; of the
inconspicuous markers that govern Royal processions; of pubs that go to
Buckingham Palace for their licences; of parish marks that still designate the
boundaries of old London; and of the miniature Test Match on the wall facing
Australia House, among many other features in London often overlooked or
ignored. In addition to describing such features, this book also explains why they
are there, and their continuing significance today.

The author has continued his investigations over the last two decades, and this
new expanded and illustrated edition reveals many new secrets, including the
‘illegal’ lamp-posts along the Embankment; the pugilistic cherubs of Selfridge’s;
why an admiral’s memorial has a Guinness bottle inside it; why there are no
roads in the City of London; and the identity of the heads, each complete with
collar and tie, that look down on Trafalgar Square. Arranged, as before, as a
series of walks, this new edition concludes with a new, seventeenth, walk along
Oxford Street that looks at the delightful statue of the ballerina Darcy Bussell,
takes us to the house where William Blake ‘had interviews with angels and
persons of scarcely inferior distinction’, and gives us a glimpse of the legendary



Tyburn river. It ends with a close inspection of the most famous feature of
Broadcasting House, suggesting strongly that the BBC thought they were
commissioning one thing while the sculptor made it clear, in letters still visible,
that he was giving them something else.

Born in London in 1933, Norman Murphy started exploring it as a schoolboy
during the War, when “the only way of finding where you were in the flattened
streets was to take a bearing on the dome of St Paul’s.” Educated at Wimbledon
and Oxford, he joined the Army in 1959 and successive postings to Whitehall
enabled him to spend his lunchtimes exploring the alleys, courtyards, and side
streets of central London, as well as conducting unofficial tours that became a
feature of the Ministry of Defence. Now retired, he is the author of six books,
including 'In Search of Blandings', 'One Man’s London', 'Three Wodehouse
Walks', and 'A Wodehouse Handbook: The World and Words of P.G.
Wodehouse'.

Colonel Murphy is an internationally recognised expert on the author P.G.
Wodehouse, former chairman of The P G Wodehouse Society (UK),and now its
Remembrancer. He has spent more than twenty years updating his 1989 book
One Man’s London, and 'One Man’s London: Twenty Years On' brings his work
firmly into the 21st century.
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