
Over Two Millennia From Athens To Zimbabwe

Traveling back through time is an elusive dream for most of us. However, we can
satisfy our thirst for knowledge and adventure by exploring the fascinating history
that spans over two millennia from the ancient city of Athens to the culturally rich
nation of Zimbabwe.
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1. Athens: The Cradle of Western Civilization

Athens, the capital of Greece, holds a special place in history as the birthplace of
democracy and the cradle of Western civilization. It is a city that has seen the rise
and fall of empires, the birth of great thinkers and philosophers, and the birth of
architectural wonders that still mesmerize us today.
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The Acropolis, crowned by the mighty Parthenon, stands as a symbol of ancient
Greek civilization and its architectural achievements. This architectural
masterpiece, built in the 5th century BCE, is a testament to the advancements in
engineering and artistry during the Golden Age of Athens.

Walking through the ancient streets of Athens, one can almost feel the echoes of
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, the great philosophers who shaped the foundations
of Western philosophy. The Agora, once a bustling marketplace and the heart of
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Athenian democracy, still bears witness to the democratic ideals that formed the
backbone of ancient Greek society.

2. Rome: The Eternal City

Rome, the eternal city, took the reins of power after the decline of Athens. The
mighty Roman Empire conquered vast territories and left an indelible mark on the
world through its architecture, governance, and culture.

The Colosseum, an iconic amphitheater in Rome, stands as a testament to the
grandeur and engineering prowess of ancient Rome. Built in the 1st century CE, it
could hold up to 50,000 spectators and was the venue for gladiatorial contests,
mock sea battles, and other public spectacles. The Colosseum is a vivid reminder
of the Roman passion for entertainment and the architectural brilliance they
employed to create such awe-inspiring structures.
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Aside from its architectural marvels, Rome was also the center of power and
governance. The Roman Senate, as depicted in many historical movies, was the
heart of the empire's decision-making process. The influence of Roman law and
governance systems can still be felt in modern legal frameworks around the
world.

3. Cairo: The Cradle of Ancient Egypt

Journeying further along the historical timeline, we arrive at Cairo, Egypt. Known
as the "Cradle of Ancient Egypt," Cairo is a treasure trove of archaeological
wonders and a window into the intriguing lives of the ancient pharaohs.

The Great Pyramid of Giza, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World,
stands tall as a marvel of ancient Egyptian engineering and ingenuity. Built as a
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tomb for the pharaoh Khufu, it attracts millions of visitors every year, eager to
unravel the mysteries surrounding its construction.

Cairo's Egyptian Museum houses an extensive collection of artifacts that offer
valuable insights into the lives, beliefs, and customs of the ancient Egyptians.
From stunning statues of pharaohs to intricate hieroglyphic scripts, the museum
is a treasure trove that keeps the flames of ancient Egypt alive.

4. Zimbabwe: The Great Zimbabwe Ruins

Our journey through time now brings us to Zimbabwe, a country renowned for its
breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural heritage. The Great Zimbabwe Ruins, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, offers a glimpse into the medieval era of African
history.



The Great Zimbabwe Ruins, located near Masvingo, stand as a testimony to the
greatness of medieval African civilization. Built between the 11th and 14th
centuries, this ancient city was once a thriving center of trade and gold mining.
The intricate stone walls, imposing structures, and unique artifacts found within
the ruins bear witness to the intelligence and creativity of the civilizations that
flourished there.
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Zimbabwe's cultural richness also extends to its vibrant music, dance, and art
scenes. Traditional music and dance performances, adorned with colorful
costumes and energetic rhythms, provide a glimpse into the soul of this
extraordinary nation.

5. Looking Ahead

As we conclude our journey through over two millennia, from Athens to
Zimbabwe, we are reminded of the incredible achievements, complexities, and
diversity of human history. Each civilization, with its unique contributions, has
shaped the world we know today.

From Athens, where democracy and philosophy flourished, to Rome, which took
the helm of power and left an indelible mark on Western civilization, to Cairo, the
cradle of ancient Egypt with its majestic pyramids, and finally Zimbabwe, a
testament to the greatness of medieval African civilization, we are reminded of
the extraordinary journey mankind has undertaken.

Let us continue to explore, learn, and appreciate the wonders of our world, both
past and present. There is a wealth of knowledge and adventure awaiting us, be
it in ancient ruins or modern cities, and it is through understanding our history that
we can shape a brighter future.
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What is mathematics, and what aspects of it should be taught in schools? How
and to whom should it be taught, and how should its understanding be assessed?
These questions continue to drive curriculum development, school organization,
teaching methods, and research agendas. No one today doubts that mathematics
should be taught in our schools, but this was not always so. Mathematics
Education Across Time and Place aims to help mathematics teachers, teacher
educators, and anyone else interested in mathematics education appreciate the
path this discipline has taken through the ages. To understand the historical and
social context for schools and the place of mathematics within them, we meet a
variety of mathematics educators from different times and places. Though
fictional, their lives and social circumstances are based on historical documents
and professional sources. They range from ancient Greece to modern Zimbabwe;
from Persia to British Columbia; from Islamic Baghdad to revolutionary Paris;
from Elizabethan England to twentieth-century New York; and from the rural one-
room schools of North America to the modern comprehensive secondary school.
By sharing the teachers’ lives, we come to understand how they developed their
love for teaching mathematics, and how their work fit into the larger social context
of their time.
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