
Paul And Jesus: How The Apostle
Transformed Christianity

Throughout history, few individuals have had as significant an impact on the
development and spread of Christianity as the Apostle Paul. Born as Saul in
Tarsus, he would later become one of the most influential figures in the early
Christian movement. Paul's conversion to Christianity and his subsequent efforts
to spread its teachings played a crucial role in transforming the faith.

The Early Life of Saul

Saul, later known as Paul, was born into a Jewish family in Tarsus, a city in
modern-day Turkey. He was raised as a devout Pharisee, trained in Jewish
religious law and customs. With this strong religious background, he initially
viewed the nascent Christian movement with hostility.
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Saul played a significant role in the persecution of early Christians. He was
present at the stoning of the first Christian martyr, Stephen, and actively sought to
suppress the spread of the faith. However, everything changed when Saul had a
life-altering encounter on the road to Damascus.

The Conversion of Saul

While traveling to Damascus to arrest Christians, Saul experienced a blinding
light, and a voice from heaven asked him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?" This encounter with Jesus completely transformed Saul's beliefs and
worldview.

Saul was struck with temporary blindness and led to Damascus, where he waited
for three days without eating or drinking. During this time, Ananias, a follower of
Jesus, was instructed by the Lord to visit Saul and restore his sight. Ananias
placed his hands on Saul, and something like scales fell from his eyes. Saul's
sight was restored, and he was baptized, marking his conversion to Christianity.

Paul's Missionary Journeys
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After his conversion, Paul dedicated his life to spreading the teachings of Jesus.
Over the course of several missionary journeys, he traveled throughout the
eastern Mediterranean, establishing Christian communities and sharing the
message of salvation.

Paul's approach to spreading Christianity was unique. He adapted his message
to suit various cultures and contexts, making it accessible to both Jews and
Gentiles. Through his epistles, or letters, Paul addressed specific issues within
different Christian communities, providing guidance and clarification on matters of
faith and practice.

Paul's Theological Contributions

Paul's writings played a crucial role in the development of Christian theology. His
theological concepts, such as the doctrines of justification by faith and the role of
grace in salvation, became integral to Christian beliefs. Paul emphasized that
faith in Jesus was what mattered most, not one's adherence to the Jewish law.

Paul's teachings, particularly in his epistle to the Romans, laid the foundation for
the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone. This emphasis on grace
and faith radically shaped the understanding of salvation in Christianity,
distinguishing it from the legalistic approach of Judaism.

Paul's Imprisonment and Martyrdom

Despite his tremendous contributions to Christianity, Paul faced numerous
challenges and hardships. He was imprisoned multiple times for his beliefs and
endured beatings, shipwrecks, and other perils during his missionary journeys.

After years of preaching and spreading the Gospel, Paul was eventually arrested
in Rome for his missionary activities. He spent several years in prison but



continued to write letters to various Christian communities. Tradition holds that
Paul was ultimately martyred for his faith, beheaded under the Roman Emperor
Nero.

The Lasting Legacy of Paul

Paul's impact on Christianity cannot be overstated. His conversion and
subsequent efforts to spread the teachings of Jesus were instrumental in the
faith's growth and expansion. Without his theological contributions, Christianity
may have remained a Jewish sect, limited in scope and influence.

Paul's emphasis on salvation by grace through faith helped shape the Christian
understanding of redemption. His missionary journeys established vibrant
Christian communities throughout the Roman Empire, ensuring the religion's
survival and growth beyond its Jewish roots.

Today, the writings of Paul form a significant portion of the New Testament,
providing valuable insights into early Christian beliefs and practices. His letters
continue to guide and inspire Christians around the world, reminding them of the
transformative power of Jesus' message.
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In this “compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian
origins” (Publishers Weekly),religious historian James Tabor illuminates the
earliest years of Jesus’ teachings before Paul shaped them into the religion we
know today.

This fascinating examination of the earliest years of Christianity reveals how the
man we call St. Paul shaped Christianity as we know it today.

Historians know almost nothing about the two decades following the crucifixion of
Jesus, when his followers regrouped and began to spread his message. During
this time Paul joined the movement and began to preach to the gentiles. Using
the oldest Christian documents that we have—the letters of Paul—as well as
other early Chris tian sources, historian and scholar James Tabor reconstructs the
origins of Christianity. Tabor shows how Paul separated himself from Peter and
James to introduce his own version of Christianity, which would continue to
develop independently of the message that Jesus, James, and Peter preached.

Paul and Jesus illuminates the fascinating period of history when Christianity was
born out of Judaism.
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