
Red Eyed Tree Frogs As Pets - Everything You
Need to Know

Are you looking to add an exotic and vibrant pet to your life? Look no further than
the captivating Red Eyed Tree Frog. With its mesmerizing bright red eyes, vibrant
green body, and unique behavior, this small amphibian makes for a striking and
fascinating companion.
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What is a Red Eyed Tree Frog?

The Red Eyed Tree Frog (Agalychnis callidryas) is a species native to the
rainforests of Central America, particularly found in countries like Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, and Honduras. It is known for its distinctive appearance and is hailed
as one of the most beautiful frogs in the world.
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These frogs have neon green bodies with bright blue and yellow stripes running
along their sides. Their most prominent feature is their large, vibrant red eyes
which serve as a defense mechanism against potential predators. When startled
or threatened, the Red Eyed Tree Frog opens its eyes, revealing a sudden flash
of color meant to startle or confuse the attacker.

Why Choose a Red Eyed Tree Frog as a Pet?

Having a Red Eyed Tree Frog as a pet can be an incredibly rewarding
experience. Here are a few reasons why these frogs make great pets:

Visual appeal: The vibrant colors and striking appearance of the Red Eyed
Tree Frog make it a visually stunning pet.
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Low maintenance: Red Eyed Tree Frogs are relatively low maintenance
creatures, making them ideal for busy individuals.

Unique behavior: Observing the unique behaviors of these frogs, such as
their acrobatic leaps and captivating camouflage, can be a fascinating
experience.

Quiet companions: Unlike some other pets, Red Eyed Tree Frogs are not
noisy, making them suitable for apartment living or noise-sensitive
environments.

Educational value: Owning a Red Eyed Tree Frog can provide an
opportunity for education and learning about rainforest ecosystems and the
importance of conservation.

Setting Up the Perfect Habitat

Creating a suitable habitat for your Red Eyed Tree Frog is crucial for its well-
being. Follow these guidelines to ensure your frog feels right at home:

1. Enclosure

Use an adequately sized terrarium as the frog's enclosure. A 20-gallon tank
should be sufficient for a single frog, but add more space if you plan on having
multiple frogs.

2. Substrate

Choose a substrate that retains moisture well, such as coconut husk fibers or
sphagnum moss. Maintaining humidity levels between 60% and 80% is crucial for
the frog's health.



3. Temperature and Humidity

Provide a temperature range between 75°F and 85°F (24°C - 29°C),along with
high humidity levels. Use a combination of a heat lamp and a misting system to
maintain optimum conditions.

4. Lighting

Red Eyed Tree Frogs require a photoperiod of 12 hours of light and 12 hours of
darkness. A full-spectrum UVB light helps replicate natural sunlight and
contributes to the frog's overall well-being.

5. Decoration and Plants

Add various decorations, such as branches, plants, and vines, to create a visually
appealing environment for your frog. Live plants, such as pothos or bromeliads,
can help maintain humidity and provide hiding spots.
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Feeding and Handling

Feeding your Red Eyed Tree Frog a balanced diet is essential to its health and
well-being. These frogs primarily eat live insects, such as crickets, moths, flies,
and small grasshoppers. It is important to gut-load the insects by feeding them
nutritious foods before offering them to your frog.

When handling your frog, it is crucial to ensure clean hands and avoid applying
any creams or lotions beforehand. Additionally, minimize handling to reduce
stress on the frog and always handle with damp hands to avoid drying out their
delicate skin.

Health and Common Issues

Maintaining optimal conditions in the habitat, a balanced diet, and regular
monitoring are the key factors in keeping your Red Eyed Tree Frog healthy.
However, be aware of common health issues such as:

Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD): This is a result of calcium deficiency and
can be prevented by ensuring a balanced diet and regular access to calcium
supplements.

Parasitic infections: Regular fecal examinations and deworming can help
prevent parasitic infections. If you notice any abnormal behavior or weight
loss, consult a veterinarian immediately.

Stress: Avoid loud noises, sudden movements, and excessive handling to
reduce stress on your frog. Stress can weaken its immune system and make
it more susceptible to illnesses.

Red Eyed Tree Frogs undoubtedly make stunning and fascinating pets. Their
vibrant colors, unique behaviors, and relatively low maintenance needs make



them a great choice for both experienced and novice pet owners. By providing a
suitable habitat, a balanced diet, and proper care, you can enjoy the company of
these remarkable creatures for many years to come.
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“Red-eyed Tree Frogs as Pets” by Lolly Brown is a comprehensive guide bringing
together information that is currently known about one of the most popular
amphibian pets among frog keepers and hobbyists today.

Ever wanted to keep a frog as a pet but was unsure whether you had the capacity
to care for one? Or has the Red-eyed Tree Frog always fascinated you and
you’ve been wondering what it took to keep one as a pet?

Though not precisely a recommended frog for novice frog keepers, being able to
care for one of these fascinating creatures is pretty much straightforward as long
as you are armed with the proper information and have had the foresight to
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prepare well beforehand. And given proper care husbandry practices, this species
is quite capable of thriving in captivity.

This book aims to help the reader not only in understanding more about this
beautiful and enigmatic frog species, but also by presenting useful information
regarding the care and specific requirements for keeping a Red-eyed Tree Frog in
your own home.

Red Eyed Tree Frog breeding, where to buy, types, care, temperament, cost,
health, handling, diet, and much more included!
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