
Skinks As Pets: Blue Tongued Skinks and
Other Skinks Care Facts and Information
Skinks make fascinating pets due to their distinct characteristics and unique
behaviors. Blue tongued skinks, in particular, are highly sought after for their
striking appearance and docile nature. In this article, we will delve into the world
of skinks as pets, with a focus on blue tongued skinks and other skink species.
We will explore their care requirements, interesting facts, and provide useful
information for potential skink owners.

Understanding Skinks

Skinks belong to the family Scincidae and are a diverse group of lizards found in
various habitats worldwide. They are characterized by their elongated bodies,
smooth scales, and often vibrant colors. While there are over 1,500 species of
skinks, blue tongued skinks are among the most popular choices for reptile
enthusiasts.

Blue Tongued Skinks

Blue tongued skinks, scientifically known as Tiliqua scincoides, are native to
Australia and are widely admired for their electric blue tongues. These skinks are
medium-sized, typically growing to around 18-24 inches in length. One of their
most remarkable features is their ability to change color based on their mood,
temperature, and surroundings.
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With proper care and attention, blue tongued skinks can live for 20 years or more.
They have gentle dispositions and are known for their entertaining behavior,
making them a great choice for both beginner and experienced reptile keepers.

Skinks as Pets

When considering skinks as pets, it is essential to create a suitable habitat that
mimics their natural environment. This includes providing an adequately sized
enclosure with hiding spots, branches for climbing, and a warm basking spot.
Temperature and humidity levels should be monitored closely to ensure optimal
health for your skink.

Proper nutrition is also crucial for the wellbeing of skinks. They are omnivores,
which means their diet should consist of a variety of insects, fruits, vegetables,
and occasional protein sources such as pinkie mice. Offering a well-balanced diet
is vital to prevent nutritional deficiencies and promote longevity.

Skinks, including blue tongued skinks, require regular handling and socialization
to thrive in captivity. Spending time with your skink will help them become
accustomed to human interaction and grow more comfortable in their
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surroundings. However, it's important to handle them gently and avoid sudden
movements to prevent stress.

Other Skink Species

While blue tongued skinks steal the spotlight, there are several other skink
species that make fantastic pets. Some popular options include:

1. Fire Skinks (Riopa fernandi)

Fire skinks originate from West Africa and are known for their vibrant orange-red
coloring. They have a friendly temperament and can be housed in groups,
making them ideal for those looking to establish a small skink community.

2. Solomon Island Skinks (Corucia zebrata)

Also known as prehensile-tailed skinks, Solomon Island skinks are arboreal
creatures requiring ample vertical space in their enclosure. They have a unique
appearance and are renowned for their ability to regenerate their tail if it gets
damaged.

3. Red-eyed Crocodile Skinks (Tribolonotus gracilis)

Red-eyed crocodile skinks have distinct features with their rough scales and
bright red eyes. They are semi-aquatic, so providing them with a water area in
their habitat is essential. These skinks have a shy temperament and may require
more patience when it comes to handling.

Skinks, including blue tongued skinks, offer reptile enthusiasts a captivating and
rewarding pet ownership experience. Their fascinating behaviors, striking
appearances, and relatively manageable care requirements make them popular
choices for both beginners and experienced reptile keepers. As with any pet, it is



crucial to research and understand their specific needs to provide them with a
healthy and enriched life in captivity.
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Everything you need to know about Skinks and Blue Tongued Skinks as pets and
more.
This book is a must have guide for anybody passionate about Blue Tongued
Skinks.
Skinks facts and information. Habitat, diet, health, care, common myths,
diseases, illnesses, parasites and where to buy all included.
The book is written in an easy to read and understandable style.
In a straight forward, no nonsense fashion, Elliott Lang covers all aspects of
keeping skinks as Pets. The book is full of sound advice and answers to your
questions.
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