Slavery Memory And Religion In Southeastern
Ghana 1850 Present The

In the history of humanity, few events have left scars as deep as the transatlantic
slave trade. The impacts of this brutal system cannot be understated and its
consequences can still be felt in various parts of the world. Ghana, located in
West Africa, played a significant role in the slave trade. The country has a rich

history of slavery, memory, and religion, particularly in the southeastern region.

The Arrival of Slavery in Southeastern Ghana

During the 18th and 19th centuries, the southeastern region of Ghana, known as
the Gold Coast, became a major trading hub for European slave traders. As a
result, countless individuals were captured, separated from their families, and

forced into a life of servitude.

Slave forts, such as Cape Coast Castle and Elmina Castle, still stand today as
grim reminders of this dark period in history. These forts served as holding places

for enslaved Africans before they were shipped across the Atlantic to the

Americas.
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The Legacy of Slavery

The memories and traumas of slavery continue to shape the collective
consciousness of the people in southeastern Ghana. While the physical chains
may be gone, the psychological and emotional scars remain. The descendants of
those who were enslaved have made it a priority to preserve their history and

ensure that their ancestors are not forgotten.

Religion has played a crucial role in this preservation. Traditional religious
practices, such as veneration of ancestors, are deeply ingrained in the culture.
Through various rituals and ceremonies, the memory of slavery is kept alive. The
oral tradition also plays a significant part in passing down stories of resistance,

resilience, and survival.

The Role of Religion

Christianity and Islam also have a strong presence in southeastern Ghana. These
religions were introduced to the region during the colonial period, but they quickly

found their place alongside traditional beliefs.

For many, religion provides solace and hope in the face of generational trauma.
Churches and mosques have become spaces of healing and empowerment.
They offer support networks and provide platforms for individuals to share their

experiences and seek justice.

Modern-Day Activism

Over the years, there has been a rise in activism surrounding slavery memory

and its connection to present-day issues. Civil society organizations, historians,
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and scholars have joined forces to amplify the voices of the marginalized and

advocate for reparations.

Efforts have also been made to transform former slave forts into museums and
memorial sites. These initiatives aim to educate visitors about the horrors of the

slave trade and promote dialogue on contemporary issues of social justice.

Looking Towards the Future

While the memory of slavery in southeastern Ghana is painful, it is essential for
healing, reconciliation, and societal progress. By acknowledging and
understanding the past, communities can work together to build a more just and

inclusive future.

By promoting dialogue, education, and activism, the memory of slavery can be
used as a catalyst for positive change. It is through these collective efforts that
the region can honor the resilience of its ancestors and ensure that their stories

are never forgotten.

The memory of slavery in southeastern Ghana continues to shape the present
and future of the region. Religion, both traditional and introduced, plays a vital
role in preserving the history and providing a platform for healing. Activism and
education are essential in addressing present-day issues rooted in the legacy of
slavery. By embracing the past and working towards a more inclusive future,
southeastern Ghana can honor the memory of its enslaved ancestors and strive

for justice and equality.
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Based on a decade of fieldwork in southeastern Ghana and analysis of
secondary sources, this book aims to reconstruct the religious history of the Anlo-
Ewe peoples from the 1850s. In particular, it focuses on a corpus of rituals
collectively known as 'Fofie', which derived their legitimacy from engaging with
the memory of the slave-holding past. The Anlo developed a sense of discomfort
about their agency in slavery in the early twentieth century which they articulated
through practices such as ancestor veneration, spirit possession, and by forging
links with descendants of peoples they formerly enslaved. Conversion to
Christianity, engagement with 'modernity’, trans-Atlantic conversations with
diasporan Africans, and citizenship of the postcolonial state coupled with
structural changes within the religious system - which resulted in the decline in
Fofie's popularity - gradually altered the moral emphases of legacies of slavery in

the Anlo historical imagination as the twentieth century progressed.
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