
Sliding Into Home: A Captivating Journey
Home by Dori Hillestad Butler

Have you ever felt the overwhelming need to return home? That inexplicable
longing to find solace, comfort, and belonging? Dori Hillestad Butler's Sliding Into
Home captures the essence of this unmistakable desire to reconnect with our
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roots. With its engaging storytelling, relatable characters, and heartwarming plot,
this book is a must-read for anyone yearning for a sense of home.

The Allure of Homecoming

In Sliding Into Home, Butler weaves a tale of nostalgia, self-discovery, and
healing. The story revolves around Abby, a young girl who has lived in foster
homes for most of her life. When she finds herself in yet another temporary
home, she stumbles upon an old, abandoned baseball field, known as Farley
Field. Drawn to the place, Abby embarks on a journey to uncover its secrets and,
in the process, unravels her own past.
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As the story unfolds, readers are taken on a vivid exploration of Abby's emotions,
fears, and hopes. Butler's meticulous attention to detail paints a rich picture of
Farley Field, making it come alive within the reader's imagination. The sights,
sounds, and smells of the baseball field evoke a sense of longing for a place that
is both familiar yet unknown, a place where Abby can finally find her place in the
world.

Unforgettable Characters
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One of the strengths of Butler's storytelling lies in her ability to create characters
that resonate with readers. Abby, the protagonist, is a mixture of vulnerability,
resilience, and curiosity. Her journey towards understanding her identity and
searching for a place to call home is an emotional rollercoaster that readers will
eagerly ride alongside her.

Butler also introduces a heartwarming cast of supporting characters who
contribute to the book's captivating narrative. From the enigmatic Mr. Thurgood,
an elderly man with a deep connection to Farley Field, to Carlos, the loyal best
friend who stands by Abby's side throughout her search, each character adds
depth and dimension to the story.

A Story of Resilience and Belonging

At its core, Sliding Into Home is a story of resilience and the universal human
need for belonging. Through Abby's journey, Butler delves into themes of family,
friendship, and the power of hope. The book serves as a gentle reminder that
home is not merely a physical space, but rather a feeling of acceptance and
being understood.

Additionally, Butler skillfully intertwines elements of mystery and adventure,
ensuring that readers will be kept on the edge of their seats. The twists and turns
in the plot not only pique curiosity but also serve as metaphors for life's
unexpected challenges. In pursuing her quest to unravel the secrets of Farley
Field, Abby learns important life lessons about determination, perseverance, and
the value of human connections.

A Timeless Tale



Dori Hillestad Butler's Sliding Into Home is a book that transcends ages and
genres. While intended for young readers, its themes and storytelling capabilities
make it equally appealing to adults. The book encapsulates the wonder and
curiosity of childhood, reminding us all of the importance of never losing sight of
our dreams.
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With its long descriptive keyword for the alt attribute, this article aims to provide
an insightful review of Sliding Into Home while ensuring accessibility for visually
impaired readers. The alt attribute allows screen readers to vocalize the content
of the images, including the book cover and illustration, enabling everyone to
engage with the article in a meaningful way.

Sliding Into Home by Dori Hillestad Butler is a captivating journey that tugs at the
heartstrings of readers. Through its compelling storytelling, relatable characters,
and powerful themes, the book reminds us of the significance of finding our place
in the world and the resilience it takes to get there. So, embark on this enchanting
adventure and let Abby's quest for home resonate within your soul.
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An adolescent girl learns that realizing a dream requires a good deal more than
stubborn, steely resolve as she risks everything to follow her heart
It’s not fair! Thirteen-year-old Joelle Cunningham is passionate about baseball.
She loves to watch it, read about it, and, most of all, play it. But when her family
moves from Minneapolis to the small town of Greendale, Iowa, she quickly
discovers that there are strict rules preventing her from playing on the school
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baseball team.
At Hoover Middle School, only boys play baseball. Girls play softball. It’s not the
same sport! Joelle tries to tell everyone. But no one is listening. Not Coach
Carlyle—even though his baseball team is at the bottom of the league, he doesn’t
want her on his team. Not Ms. Fenner, the softball coach—she wants Joelle to
use her big-league swing to benefit the girls’ team. Not her new friend, Elizabeth,
who is growing tired of her complaints. Not even Jason, her older brother, who is
too busy at college to be of much help.
But Joelle is determined to play baseball. And through some creative problem-
solving and surprising alliances, she finds a solution to her dilemma that brings
the disputing sides together . . . and baseball to the girls of Greendale.

Author Dori Butler has created a high-spirited, indomitable character that young
girls will admire and root for in this story of frustrated ambition and ultimate
triumph.
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