Teaching Your Child The Foundations Of
Classical Education

The Importance of Classical Education

Classical education is an approach that focuses on the development of a child's
intellectual and moral character through the study of ancient texts and ideas. It
emphasizes critical thinking, logical reasoning, and a deep understanding of the
humanities. In today's fast-paced world, where technology dominates our lives,
classical education offers a timeless and invaluable foundation that prepares

children for a life of learning and success.

The Three Stages of Classical Education

Classical education is divided into three stages: the grammar stage, the logic
stage, and the rhetoric stage. Each stage is designed to foster different skills and

abilities that lay the groundwork for higher education and personal growth.

The Grammar Stage

This stage typically covers the early years of a child's education, usually from
kindergarten through fourth or fifth grade. During this stage, children are
introduced to the basic building blocks of knowledge, including language, math,
history, science, and art. They learn grammar, vocabulary, and basic facts
through memorization and repetition, building a strong foundation for future

learning.
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The logic stage, often taught during middle school, focuses on developing critical

The Logic Stage

thinking and reasoning skills. Students delve into the cause-effect relationships in
various subjects, learning to analyze and evaluate information. They start to
question and seek deeper meanings, making connections between different

concepts and ideas.

The Rhetoric Stage

The rhetoric stage, typically in high school, is the final phase of classical
education. This stage emphasizes effective communication and expression.
Students learn to articulate their thoughts and ideas persuasively and eloquently.
They engage in debates, write essays and research papers, and develop strong
analytical and communication skills that will be essential for success in college

and beyond.

Practical Tips for Implementing Classical Education at Home

While many schools offer classical education programs, you can also introduce
your child to its principles and methods at home. Here are a few practical tips to

get you started:
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1. Curate a library of classical texts and literature. Expose your child to the

works of ancient philosophers, scientists, and poets.

2. Encourage regular writing exercises. Writing helps develop critical thinking

and communication skills.

3. Focus on Socratic discussions. Engage your child in thoughtful
conversations, encouraging them to ask and answer questions, and evaluate

perspectives.

4. Incorporate art and music appreciation. Expose your child to classical art,
music, and architecture, fostering a deep appreciation for culture and

aesthetics.

5. Teach Latin as a foundation for understanding the structure of language and

improving vocabulary.

6. Engage in hands-on activities. Involve your child in science experiments,
historical reenactments, and other interactive experiences to enhance their

learning.

Benefits of Classical Education

Classical education provides numerous benefits for children, including:

» Strong critical thinking and problem-solving skills

» Excellent verbal and written communication skills

» Increased cultural literacy and appreciation for art and history
= Enhanced ability to analyze and evaluate information

» Preparation for college and lifelong learning

= Development of moral character and ethical values



Teaching your child the foundations of classical education is a gift that will last a
lifetime. By embracing this time-tested approach to learning, you are providing
them with the tools and skills they need to navigate the complexities of the
modern world. Take the time to explore the vast realm of classical knowledge and

wisdom, and watch your child thrive academically, intellectually, and morally.
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In the past, correct spelling, the multiplication tables, the names of the state
capitals and the American presidents were basics that all children were taught in
school. Today, many children graduate without this essential knowledge. Most

curricula today follow a haphazard sampling of topics with a focus on political
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correctness instead of teaching students how to study. Leigh Bortins, a leading
figure in the homeschooling community, is having none of it. She believes that
there are core areas of knowledge that are essential to master. Without knowing
the multiplication tables, children can’t advance to algebra. Without mastery of
grammar, students will have difficulty expressing themselves. Without these
essential building blocks of knowledge, students may remember information but
they will never possess a broad and deep understanding of how the world works.
In this book, Bortins gives parents the tools and methodology to implement a

rigorous, thorough, and broad curriculum based on the classical model, including:
* Rote memorization to cement knowledge
« Systematic learning of geography, historical facts, and timelines

+ Reading the great books and seminal historical documents

instead of adaptations and abridged editions

* Rigorous training in math and the natural sciences
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