
The 80th Division In Iraq: A Story of Heroism
and Resilience
When it comes to key operations in Iraq, one name that shines brightly
throughout history is that of The 80th Division. Comprising of brave men and
women who selflessly fought for their country, this division played a crucial role
during some of the toughest times in Iraq’s history. In this article, we will explore
the journey of The 80th Division, from their initial deployment to their outstanding
contributions in Iraq, capturing the essence of their heroism and resilience.

Background and Deployment

The 80th Division was initially deployed in Iraq in 2003 as a part of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, following the invasion by the coalition forces. Comprised of
soldiers from different backgrounds, ethnicities, and expertise, the division was
an embodiment of the diverse strength of the American military.

The division's main objective was to provide security, stability, and aid in the
reconstruction efforts within the region. The 80th Division's presence in Iraq
fostered hope and instilled confidence among the Iraqi citizens, signaling a
promising future amid the turmoil.
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Contributions and Achievements

The 80th Division had a significant impact on several key operations that helped
shape the course of Iraq's progress and recovery. Their unwavering dedication,
courage, and expertise proved instrumental in achieving numerous vital
milestones.

1. Restoring Stability in Troubled Regions

One of the division's primary responsibilities was to help establish stability in
regions plagued by violence and insurgency. Alpha Company of The 80th
Division, for instance, played a crucial role in securing areas like Fallujah and
Mosul, tirelessly working to dismantle terrorist networks, recover weapons, and
restore a sense of normalcy for the local population.

The division's soldiers exhibited exceptional resilience in the face of constant
threats and danger. Through their tireless efforts, they gradually made progress in
restoring peace and security, serving as a beacon for hope amid chaos.

2. Training Iraqi Security Forces

In addition to their security operations, The 80th Division played a pivotal role in
training and mentoring Iraqi security forces. By sharing their expertise and
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knowledge, the division contributed significantly to the development of capable
and self-sustained Iraqi forces.

Through joint operations and collaborative training exercises, members of the
division fostered strong partnerships with their Iraqi counterparts. This exchange
of expertise not only enhanced the capabilities of the Iraqi security forces but also
promoted mutual understanding and strengthened the bond between the two
nations.

3. Providing Humanitarian Aid and Rebuilding Infrastructure

The 80th Division actively participated in humanitarian missions, providing aid
and assistance to the Iraqi people affected by conflict and natural disasters. From
distributing vital supplies to aiding in the restoration of critical infrastructure, the
division tirelessly worked towards alleviating the suffering of the local population.

The division's engineers played a significant role in rebuilding schools, hospitals,
and other essential facilities. This commitment to rebuilding the nation showcased
their compassion and dedication to improving the lives of ordinary Iraqis.

Recognition and Legacy

The heroic acts of The 80th Division in Iraq did not go unnoticed. Their
exceptional contributions and sacrifices earned them numerous accolades and
recognition from both the military and the Iraqi people. Several members of the
division were awarded prestigious medals, including the Purple Heart and Bronze
Star, for their valor and bravery.

The indelible legacy left by The 80th Division in Iraq continues to inspire future
generations and serves as a testament to the courage and resilience of the



American military. Their dedication to serving their country and helping rebuild a
war-torn nation is a shining example of selflessness and heroism.

The 80th Division in Iraq emerged as a force to be reckoned with, leaving an
indelible mark on the history of the nation. From restoring stability to training Iraqi
security forces and providing vital aid, their contributions played a pivotal role in
shaping Iraq's future.

The story of The 80th Division is a testament to the unwavering commitment and
resilience displayed by the brave men and women who served in Iraq. Their
sacrifices and accomplishments will forever be etched in the annals of history,
serving as a reminder of the heroism that can be found amidst the chaos of war.
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This is a first-hand account of three Army 80th (Blue Ridge) Division Soldiers who
were sent to Iraq in 2005-06 as Iraqi Army advisors. Brig. Gen. John McLaren,
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who commanded the Iraqi Assistance Group in Baghdad, Col. Paul Linkenhoker,
who advised the Iraqi base commander for Taji, and Maj. Gary Schreckengost,
who was the lead operations advisor for the Iraqi fightin' 4th Brigade, 1st Division,
in Fallujah. Read how these Blue Ridge Division Soldiers answered their
country's call and what it was like to be combat advisors to a very foreign army in
a very foreign land in varied settings and situations.
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