
The American Black Chamber - A Hidden Gem
in American History
The American Black Chamber, also known as the Black Chamber, holds a
significant place in the history of American intelligence and cryptography. This
secretive organization played a crucial role in codebreaking and intercepting
encrypted diplomatic communications during the early 20th century.

Unveiling the Origins of the American Black Chamber

Established in 1919 under the leadership of Herbert O. Yardley, the American
Black Chamber was the United States' first peacetime cryptanalytic organization.
Its primary objective was to decrypt secret diplomatic messages from foreign
countries.

During World War I, Yardley worked for the Military Intelligence Division (MID)
and realized the importance of intercepting and decoding foreign
communications. Inspired by British codebreaking successes, particularly those
of Room 40, Yardley proposed the creation of a dedicated cryptographic agency
within the United States.
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The Codebreakers' Playground

The American Black Chamber's headquarters were located in Arlington Hall,
Washington D.C., housed within a converted stable. Inside this seemingly
ordinary building, an extraordinary team of talented codebreakers worked around
the clock to decipher complex ciphers and codes.

Unfortunately, Yardley's vision and the remarkable accomplishments of the
American Black Chamber would meet a premature end. With his memoir "The
American Black Chamber" published in 1931, Yardley revealed the agency's
existence and its successful decryption operations. The book sparked great
controversy and led to the disbandment of the American Black Chamber, bringing
a close to its remarkable chapter.

Significance and Legacy of the American Black Chamber

Despite its relatively short existence, the American Black Chamber made
significant contributions to American intelligence and paved the way for future
codebreaking organizations, such as the National Security Agency (NSA).
Yardley's memoir uncovered the immense power and value of cryptography in
gathering foreign intelligence during peacetime.

One of the most notable accomplishments of the American Black Chamber was
the decryption of the Japanese diplomatic cipher known as "Red." This
breakthrough allowed the United States to gain vital insights into Japan's
diplomatic and military activities, helping shape American policies in the Pacific
region.
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Moreover, the techniques and methodologies developed by the codebreakers of
the American Black Chamber laid the foundation for future advances in
cryptanalysis. The agency's work served as a catalyst for the development of
more sophisticated encryption and decryption methods, which became crucial
during World War II and the Cold War.

Bluejacket Books - Reviving Forgotten Histories
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If you are intrigued by the captivating history of the American Black Chamber,
Bluejacket Books has a treat for you. Their publication, titled "The American Black
Chamber: An Insider's History of Espionage and Codebreaking," offers a unique
look into the agency's secretive operations and the pivotal role it played in
shaping American intelligence.

Authored by Herbert O. Yardley himself, this book provides a firsthand account of
the American Black Chamber's activities, successes, and challenges. It unveils
the hidden world of codebreaking and espionage during a time when technology
was evolving rapidly, and secrecy was paramount.

Bluejacket Books, an esteemed publisher specializing in naval history and military
heritage, presents this significant piece of American history in an engaging and
accessible format. With meticulous attention to detail and genuine passion for
preserving forgotten stories, they bring the American Black Chamber back to life.

So, if you're eager to delve into the clandestine world of codebreaking and
unravel the untold stories of the American Black Chamber, grab a copy of "The
American Black Chamber" from Bluejacket Books. Whether you are a history
enthusiast, cryptography aficionado, or simply curious about the hidden gems of
American history, this book is not to be missed!
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During the 1920s Herbert O. Yardley was chief of the first peacetime cryptanalytic
organization in the United States, the ancestor of today's National Security
Agency. Funded by the U.S. Army and the Department of State and working out
of New York, his small and highly secret unit succeeded in breaking the
diplomatic codes of several nations, including Japan. The decrypts played a
critical role in U.S. diplomacy. Despite its extraordinary successes, the Black
Chamber, as it came to known, was disbanded in 1929. President Hoover's new
Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson refused to continue its funding with the now-
famous comment, "Gentlemen do not read other people's mail." In 1931 a
disappointed Yardley caused a sensation when he published this book and
revealed to the world exactly what his agency had done with the secret and illegal
cooperation of nearly the entire American cable industry. These revelations and
Yardley's right to publish them set into motion a conflict that continues to this day:
the right to freedom of expression versus national security. In addition to offering
an expose on post-World War I cryptology, the book is filled with exciting stories
and personalities.
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