
The Astonishing Broken Time: A Written
History Of Rugby League (1895-2000)
Have you ever wondered how the enthralling sport of rugby league transformed
from a unified rugby union code to a separate entity? The answer lies within the
captivating journey of broken time – a period that redefined the sport and led to
the formation of Rugby League. In this remarkable narrative, we dive into the
compelling history of Rugby League from 1895 to 2000, exploring the
controversies, triumphs, and pivotal moments that shaped this exhilarating game.

The Seeds of Division

At the end of the 19th century, rugby union was the dominant rugby code.
However, due to differing opinions regarding compensation for players missing
work, tensions erupted within the sport. The impasse marked the beginning of a
groundbreaking chapter.

During this period, the concept of broken time was introduced. It revolved around
providing financial reimbursements to players who took time off work to play the
game. This notion ignited a fierce debate within the rugby union community,
ultimately leading to a decisive split in 1895.
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The Birth of Rugby League

Spurred by the disruption caused by broken time, several clubs decided to break
away from the rugby union establishment and form their own competition. Thus,
Rugby League was born – a new code that embraced professionalism and
recognized the value of compensating players.

Under the newly formed Northern Rugby Football Union (NRFU),Rugby League
began gaining traction rapidly. The game's popularity soared, attracting immense
support from working-class communities. The sport provided an outlet for the
urban working population, and it soon flourished across England, Australia, and
New Zealand.

Tumultuous Early Years

In its formative years, Rugby League faced numerous challenges as it competed
with the established rugby union. The battle for supremacy intensified, resulting in
fierce rivalries and controversies that continue to shape the sport to this day.

One of the most memorable moments in Rugby League history occurred in 1907
when the first professional transnational competition, known as the Rugby
Football League's Antipodean tour, took place. This groundbreaking event saw an
Australian and a New Zealand team tour Great Britain and compete against local
clubs. The tour had a profound impact on the sport, solidifying its international
reach.

Expanding Horizons
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As the decades rolled on, Rugby League expanded its horizons and built a strong
foundation across different continents. The post-war era witnessed a surge in
global interest, as the sport hosted iconic matches and showcased incredible
talent.

In 1954, the creation of the Rugby League World Cup further elevated the sport's
international standing. The tournament became an arena for countries to
showcase their skill and athleticism, captivating audiences worldwide.

Unforgettable Moments

Throughout the 20th century, Rugby League witnessed several awe-inspiring
moments that have forever etched themselves into the annals of sporting history.
From legendary players like Wally Lewis and Ellery Hanley to unforgettable
matches such as the 1989 Queensland vs. New South Wales State of Origin
clash, the sport has continuously enthralled fans with its brilliance.

One of the most significant milestones occurred in 1996 with the establishment of
the Super League, setting the stage for a new era of Rugby League. This
breakaway competition sparked controversy, thrilling fans with its innovative
format and high-quality matches.

Beyond the Millennium

As the new millennium dawned, Rugby League continued to evolve. The Super
League war eventually led to a reunification of the sport under the guidance of the
merged entity, the National Rugby League (NRL).

Since then, the NRL has flourished, captivating audiences with its intense battles,
brilliant athleticism, and captivating storylines. From exhilarating grand finals to



the rise of international competitions such as the Four Nations tournament, the
sport continues to enthrall fans around the globe.

A Legacy That Endures

Beyond the controversies and the evolution, the broken time period of 1895-2000
left a lasting legacy on Rugby League. The emergence of professionalism and
the recognition of players' rights not only shaped the sport but also created a
deep sense of camaraderie among its players and fans.

Today, Rugby League stands as a testament to the remarkable progress and
enduring spirit of a sport that has captivated generations. The broken time era
serves as a reminder of the game's humble origins and the determination of
those who fought to establish it as a prominent sporting force.

The incredible journey from broken time to the formation of Rugby League
encapsulates a narrative of passion, rebellion, and the pursuit of sporting
excellence. This period of transformation laid the groundwork for one of the most
celebrated and beloved sports in the world.

As we reflect on the history and evolution of Rugby League, we must
acknowledge the influence of the broken time period. It is a testament to the
power of determination, resilience, and the unyielding spirit that exists within the
hearts of athletes and fans alike.
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Broken Time aims to tell the story of the first 105 years of Rugby League history
on a domestic and international level.

Read on to learn of expansion, innovation and exciting on-field action as we dive
deep into the annals of the last true working class sport’s history.
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