
The Battle of Monmouth - A Turning Point in
American History

The Road to Independence

The Battle of Monmouth, which took place on June 28, 1778, was a pivotal
moment in the American Revolutionary War. This historic clash between the
British Army and the Continental Army marked a turning point in the fight for
American independence. Let's explore the details of this significant event that
emerged during the Revolutionary War series.

The Prelude to Battle
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The battle unfolded in Monmouth County, New Jersey, where General George
Washington's Continental Army aimed to confront the British forces led by
General Sir Henry Clinton. After the harsh winter at Valley Forge, Washington's
troops were determined to prove their mettle against the British redcoats.
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The Heat of Battle

As the sun rose on that fateful day, the soldiers prepared for what would become
one of the longest and bloodiest battles of the Revolutionary War. The intense
heat, combined with a series of tactical maneuvers and skirmishes, tested the
resolve of both armies.

The Heroic Stand

One of the key moments of the Battle of Monmouth occurred when General
Charles Lee, who was tasked with leading the vanguard of Washington's forces,
made a fateful decision. Instead of launching a full-scale attack against the
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retreating British, he ordered a hasty retreat, which surprised and angered
Washington.

However, Washington seized control of the situation and rallied his troops. He led
a counterattack against the British, turning the tide of battle in favor of the
Continental Army. The heroic stand taken by Washington and his men not only
boosted morale but also demonstrated their determination to secure American
independence.

The Aftermath

The Battle of Monmouth was a strategic victory for the Continental Army.
Although the British managed to withdraw successfully, Washington's forces
proved their ability to stand their ground and fight against the might of the British
Empire. The battle also showcased the emerging leadership skills of Washington,
solidifying his position as a respected military commander.

The Legacy

The Battle of Monmouth left an indelible mark on American history. It highlighted
the increasing effectiveness of the Continental Army and instilled a sense of pride
and confidence in the fledgling nation. The battle demonstrated that the American
colonies were not a mere ragtag group of rebels but a force to be reckoned with.

Furthermore, the Battle of Monmouth played a crucial role in convincing the
French to align themselves with the American cause. The French saw the valor
and determination of the American soldiers and recognized their potential as a
valuable ally in their own struggle against the British Empire.

The Battle of Monmouth was a defining moment in the American Revolutionary
War. It showcased the resilience and bravery of the American troops and



bolstered their confidence in their fight for independence. This battle, with its
strategic implications and global repercussions, will forever be remembered as a
turning point in American history.

Join us on our Emerging Revolutionary War Series as we delve deeper into the
fascinating stories and events that shaped the birth of a nation.
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Place yourself in the boots of the Continental Army and the British forces as they
march towards a pivotal Revolutionary War battle.

June 1778 was a tumultuous month in the annals of American military history.
Somehow, General George Washington and the Continental Army were able to
survive a string of defeats around Philadelphia in 1777 and a desperate winter at
Valley Forge. As winter turned to spring, and spring turned to summer, the army—
newly trained by Baron von Steuben and in high spirits thanks to France’s
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intervention into the conflict—marched out of Valley Forge in pursuit of Henry
Clinton’s British Army making its way across New Jersey for New York City.

What would happen next was not an easy decision for Washington to make.
Should he attack the British column? And if so, how? “People expect something
from us and our strength demands it,” Gen. Nathanael Greene pressed his
chieftain. Against the advice of many of his subordinates, Washington ordered the
army to aggressively pursue the British and not allow the enemy to escape to
New York City without a fight.

On June 28, 1778, the vanguard of the Continental Army under Maj. Gen.
Charles Lee engaged Clinton’s rearguard near the small village of Monmouth
Court House. Lee’s over-cautiousness prevailed and the Americans were ordered
to hasty retreat. Only the arrival of Washington and the main body of the army
saved the Americans from disaster. By the end of the day, they held the field as
the British continued their march to Sandy Hook and New York City.

In A Handsome Flogging: The Battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778, historian
William Griffith retells the story of what many historians have dubbed the “battle
that made the American army,” and takes you along the routes trekked by both
armies on their marches toward destiny. Follow in the footsteps of heroes (and a
heroine) who, on a hot summer day, met in desperate struggle in the woods and
farm fields around Monmouth Court House.
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