
The Best Of Peter Finney: Legendary New
Orleans Sportswriter
Throughout the illustrious history of sports journalism, few individuals have left as
significant a mark as Peter Finney. For over half a century, Finney's unrivaled
passion, insightful analysis, and compelling storytelling captured the hearts of
New Orleans sports fans. Today, we pay tribute to the legendary sportswriter by
revisiting some of his finest works and exploring the impact he had on the city's
sporting landscape.

1. Immortalizing New Orleans Sports Legends

One of Peter Finney's greatest contributions to sports journalism was his ability to
immortalize the achievements of New Orleans' sports icons. Through his
captivating writing, Finney brought the triumphs and struggles of legendary
figures such as Archie Manning, Tom Dempsey, and Pete Maravich to life,
ensuring their stories would be cherished for generations to come. His keen
attention to detail and profound interviews allowed readers to glimpse the true
essence behind these individuals' successes.

In his piece on Archie Manning's heroic performances with the New Orleans
Saints, Finney painted a vivid picture of the quarterback's unwavering
determination and resilience. The article delved deep into Manning's journey,
revealing the challenges he faced both on and off the field. Finney's words
resonated with readers and instilled a sense of pride in their city's favorite son.
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2. A Voice for the Fans

Finney's unique ability to connect with readers and empathize with their emotions
made him an invaluable voice for New Orleans sports fans. He understood their
hopes, dreams, and frustrations, and his articles often became a rallying point for
the community. Whether it was celebrating the Saints' first-ever Super Bowl
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victory or lamenting a heartbreaking loss, Finney's words became a source of
solace and unity.

One particular piece that struck a chord with fans was Finney's tribute to the New
Orleans Pelicans' resilience in the face of adversity. Despite enduring a difficult
season marred by injuries, Finney's uplifting words served as a reminder of the
team's unwavering spirit. His praise for the players' determination in their pursuit
of victory resonated deeply among Pelicans supporters.

3. Inspiring the Next Generation

Peter Finney's impact extended far beyond his own generation; his work
continues to inspire aspiring sportswriters and journalists even today. His
commitment to accuracy, integrity, and storytelling excellence set the standard for
future writers to follow. Finney's pieces encapsulated the unique essence of New
Orleans' sporting landscape, capturing the devotion and passion that define the
city's sports culture.
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In a heartfelt feature on Pete Maravich's journey as a basketball prodigy, Finney
not only chronicled the player's exceptional skills but also delved into the
emotional journey of a misunderstood genius. His ability to humanize Maravich
and shed light on the struggles and pressures that accompanied his rise to
stardom connected with readers of all ages. Finney's writing left a lasting
impression on countless young writers, inspiring them to pursue sports journalism
with the same passion and dedication.
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4. Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Even after his passing, Peter Finney's contributions to New Orleans and the field
of sports journalism remain indelible. His words continue to resonate throughout
the city's storied stadiums and arenas, kept alive in the hearts of those who grew
up reading his articles. Finney's ability to capture the essence of New Orleans'
sports culture, combined with his remarkable storytelling skills, have cemented
his status as a true legend in the world of sportswriting.

As we reminisce about his remarkable career, let us remember Peter Finney as
the embodiment of what it means to be a sports journalist. His tenacity, passion,
and unwavering dedication to his craft have left an everlasting impact on the city
he cherished and the countless fans he inspired.

Peter Finney's legacy is etched in the annals of New Orleans' sporting history. His
powerful storytelling, authentic insights, and unmatched dedication to his craft
make him one of the greatest sports journalists to have ever graced the industry.
Through his articles, he shaped the way fans experienced and understood the
games they loved.

As we look back at the vast body of work left behind by Peter Finney, we are
reminded of the transformative power of sports journalism. His words resonated
with readers, created enduring memories, and fostered a sense of community
among sports enthusiasts.

In the words of Finney himself, "Sports have a way of making us feel alive,
connecting us to something larger than ourselves." His contributions to the world
of sports journalism will forever be cherished, and his influence will continue to
inspire generations of writers to come.
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Five times each week over the past several decades, sports fans in New Orleans
began their mornings by reading local sportswriter Peter Finney. Finney's
newspaper columns -- entertaining, informative, and inspiring -- connected New
Orleans readers to the world of sports, for nearly 70 years. From a career total of
15,000 articles, this book offers a prime selection of the very best of Finney's
writing as well as an from Peter Finney, Jr.
Beginning his writing career as a college freshman at Loyola University, Finney
added his distinctly poetic voice to the sports pages of the States-Item (1945--80)
and the Times-Picayune (1980--2013). This impressive time span placed the
reporter on the sidelines of the most iconic moments in Louisiana sports history.
This collection includes Finney's account of Billy Cannon's 89-yard punt return
against Ole Miss in 1959; Tom Dempsey's 1970 NFL-record 63-yard field goal;
and the Saints' 31--17 victory over the Indianapolis Colts in the 2010 Super Bowl.
His interviews and profiles covered nearly every major sports figure of his time:
Ted Williams, Jesse Owens, Joe DiMaggio, Muhammad Ali, Joe Namath, Jack
Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Arnold Palmer, Billy Cannon, Pete Maravich, Lee Trevino,
Rusty Staub, Archie, Peyton, and Eli Manning, Eddie Robinson, Doug Williams,
Dale Brown, Billy Martin, Brett Favre, Nick Saban, Shaquille O'Neal, Mike Ditka,
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Sean Payton, Drew Brees, Sugar Ray Leonard, Skip Bertman, Les Miles, and
Tom Benson, among many others.
The riveting moments and fascinating characters portrayed in this volume will
delight both hardcore sports enthusiasts and casual fans, in stories told with
Finney's characteristic grace, humility, and wit.
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