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Teaching is a noble profession that has the power to shape and influence the
lives of young minds. Every teacher has their own unique way of imparting
knowledge, but there are few educators who have left an indelible mark on the
field of education like William Lyon Phelps. His passion for literature, deep
understanding of human nature, and innovative teaching methods have made
him an inspiring figure in the world of education.

The Journey of William Lyon Phelps

William Lyon Phelps was born on January 2, 1865, in New Haven, Connecticut.
He grew up in a family of intellectuals, and his father was a professor at Yale
University. Phelps attended Yale himself, earning a Bachelor's degree in 1887
and later completing a Ph.D.

After completing his studies, Phelps began teaching English literature at Yale in
1892. He quickly gained a reputation as a captivating lecturer, known for his
ability to bring classic works of literature to life. His classes were always filled to
capacity, with students eager to learn from his insightful commentary and
passionate delivery.
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The Excitement of Phelps' Teaching Style

What made Phelps such a remarkable teacher was his ability to connect with his
students on a personal level. He understood that education was not only about
memorizing facts and figures but also about fostering a love for learning. Phelps
believed that by igniting this love for learning, students would naturally become
more engaged and motivated to explore the subjects they were studying.

One of the ways Phelps achieved this was by using innovative teaching methods
that encouraged active participation. He often incorporated group discussions,
debates, and even theatrical performances into his classes. By giving his
students the opportunity to actively engage with the material, Phelps was able to
create a dynamic learning environment that made even the most reluctant
learners excited about literature.

Phelps' Impact on Literature

Aside from his teaching career, Phelps was also an esteemed author and critic.
He wrote numerous books and essays on a wide range of topics, from literary
criticism to American history. His most notable works include "The Advance of
English Poetry in the Twentieth Century" and "Essays on Modern Novelists."

Phelps' writings not only showcased his depth of knowledge but also sparked
important discussions about literature and its role in society. His passionate
advocacy for the importance of reading and how it enriches our lives resonated
with readers, further solidifying his status as a literary icon.
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The Legacy of Phelps

William Lyon Phelps retired from teaching in 1933 but continued to be an
influential figure in the literary world until his death in 1943. His impact on
education and literature remains prominent to this day. Phelps' innovative
teaching methods inspired future generations of educators to think outside the
box and find creative ways to connect with their students.

Even though many decades have passed since Phelps last set foot in a
classroom, his teachings continue to inspire both teachers and students alike. His
vision of education as an exciting journey of discovery and his belief in the power
of literature to shape our lives are timeless lessons that remain relevant in today's
world.

William Lyon Phelps will always be remembered as an educator who had an
unmatched ability to bring literature to life and instill a love for learning in his
students. His innovative teaching methods, passion for literature, and deep
understanding of human nature made him a true legend in the world of education.

As we reflect on the legacy of William Lyon Phelps, let us embrace his teachings
and strive to make education exciting and meaningful for each student we
encounter. Let us remember that by igniting a love for learning, we have the
power to shape the minds and futures of those under our guidance.
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The Excitement of Teaching is a revised adaptation of a lecture given by William
Lyon Phelps to Yale University, first published in 1931. In this edition, Phelps
outlines his passionate views on teaching as an exciting adventure for young
minds based on the idea that literature sits at the heart of knowledge.

William Lyon Phelps was an American author, scholar and critic. He was the first
scholar to teach a university course on the modern novel at Yale, which became
increasingly popular due to his engaging teaching manner. In the book, Phelps
uses literature as the background for the argument and illustrates that teaching is
essentially an art, expressing many of his observations throughout the chapters.

Chapters in this volume include:
Literature as a Revelation of Life
Five Pillars of Education
Teaching Students to Study
The Exciting Quest for Ideals
The Most Thrilling of Professions

Republished by Read & Co. Books, The Excitement of Teaching is a timeless and
engaging read for any current teachers looking to expand their techniques or
those interested in embarking on a career in teaching.
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