
The Fight For Equality In The 1830s: Dred
Scott and Brown Board of Education
Throughout history, countless individuals and groups have fought for equality and
justice, standing up against inequality and discrimination. Two pivotal moments in
the fight for equality occurred in the 1830s: the Dred Scott case and the Brown v.
Board of Education case. These landmark cases played a crucial role in shaping
the course of American history and advancing the cause of civil rights.

The Dred Scott Case: A Struggle for Freedom

In the early 19th century, slavery was an integral part of American society,
dividing the nation along deeply entrenched lines. Born into slavery around 1799,
Dred Scott became a central figure in the fight for freedom. Scott's journey began
when he was taken from his home state of Virginia to the free state of Illinois and
later to the free territory of Wisconsin.

Scott believed that his time in free territories should have granted him his
freedom. In 1846, with the support of abolitionist lawyers, Dred Scott filed a
lawsuit to claim his freedom. His case eventually reached the Supreme Court,
where a decision would have far-reaching implications.
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However, in 1857, the Supreme Court handed down a controversial ruling in the
infamous Dred Scott v. Sandford case. The court ruled that as a black man, Dred
Scott was not considered a citizen and therefore had no standing to sue in federal
court. This decision stunned abolitionists and further deepened the divide
between the North and the South.

The ruling perpetuated the idea that African Americans were not entitled to the
same rights as white Americans, reinforcing the institution of slavery and
contributing to the tensions that ultimately led to the American Civil War. However,
the Dred Scott case also galvanized the growing abolitionist movement and
intensified the fight for equality in the decades that followed.

Brown v. Board of Education: A Fight for Equal Education

The struggle for equality extended beyond the fight against the institution of
slavery. In the 1950s, another significant milestone in the struggle for civil rights
was achieved with the Brown v. Board of Education case. This case addressed
the issue of racial segregation in American schools and had a profound impact on
education and society as a whole.

In 1954, the Supreme Court handed down its landmark decision in Brown v.
Board of Education, unanimously ruling that racial segregation in public schools
was unconstitutional. This decision overturned the notorious 1896 Plessy v.
Ferguson ruling, which had established the "separate but equal" doctrine.
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The Brown v. Board of Education decision was a groundbreaking moment in the
fight for equality, challenging the deeply ingrained segregationist policies in the
United States. It marked the beginning of the end for legally sanctioned racial
segregation and paved the way for further advancements in civil rights.

Although the ruling was met with fierce resistance and required significant effort
to implement, it set a precedent for combating systemic racism in all aspects of
society. It inspired countless individuals and organizations to continue fighting for
equal rights and opportunities.

The Legacy of Dred Scott and Brown Board of Education

The Dred Scott case and the Brown v. Board of Education case each had a
lasting impact on the fight for equality in America. While the Dred Scott decision
represented a setback, it also acted as a catalyst for change. The ruling
highlighted the need for a more comprehensive and inclusive approach to civil
rights.

The Brown v. Board of Education decision, on the other hand, represented a
significant step forward in dismantling segregation and racial discrimination. It
exposed the inherent injustice of separate facilities for different races and set the
stage for future legal victories in the pursuit of equal rights.

Both cases underscored the importance of the judicial system in shaping the
course of history and addressing systemic inequality. They demonstrated the
power of individuals to bring about change through the legal system and laid the
foundation for the civil rights movement of the 1960s.

The fight for equality in the 1830s, as exemplified by the Dred Scott and Brown
Board of Education cases, remains an ongoing struggle. While progress has
been made, there are still many battles to be fought and won. These landmark



cases serve as reminders of the power of perseverance and the importance of
fighting for justice, regardless of the obstacles that may stand in the way.

The 1830s were marked by two pivotal moments in the fight for equality: the Dred
Scott case and the Brown v. Board of Education case. Although the Dred Scott
decision represented a significant setback, it galvanized the abolitionist
movement and intensified the fight against slavery. The Brown v. Board of
Education decision, on the other hand, challenged the deeply ingrained
segregationist policies in America and paved the way for further advancements in
civil rights.

Both cases played a crucial role in shaping the course of American history and
advancing the fight for equal rights. They remind us of the power of the judicial
system to address systemic inequality and the importance of individuals in
challenging and changing the status quo.

The fight for equality is far from over. As we continue to navigate the complexities
of modern society, the legacies of the Dred Scott case and the Brown v. Board of
Education case serve as reminders that our work is far from done. We must draw
inspiration from the brave individuals who fought against injustice and carry their
torch as we strive for a more equitable and just society.
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Prudence Crandall was a schoolteacher who fought to integrate her school in
Canterbury, Connecticut, and educate black women in the early nineteenth
century. When Crandall accepted a black woman as a student, she unleashed a
storm of controversy that catapulted her to national notoriety, and drew the
attention of the most significant pro- and anti-slavery activists of the day. The
Connecticut state legislature passed its infamous Black Law in an attempt to
close down her school. Arrested and jailed, Crandall's legal legacy had a lasting
impact—Crandall v. State was the first full-throated civil rights case in U.S.
history. The arguments by attorneys in Crandall played a role in two of the most
fateful Supreme Court decisions, Dred Scott v. Sandford, and the landmark case
of Brown v. Board of Education. In Prudence Crandall's Legacy, author and
lawyer Donald E. Williams Jr. marshals a wealth of detail concerning the life and
work of Prudence Crandall, her unique role in the fight for civil rights, and her
influence on legal arguments for equality in America.
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