
The German Ottoman Alliance in the First
World War

The Prelude to an Unlikely Alliance

The First World War marked the beginning of a new era in global conflicts,
reshaping the geopolitical landscape and forging alliances that seemed unlikely at
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the time. Among these unexpected alliances was the partnership between the
German Empire and the Ottoman Empire.

The Rise of German-Ottoman Relations

Prior to the outbreak of World War I, Germany and the Ottoman Empire
established diplomatic contact with each other. This initial connection slowly
evolved into a strong bond, driven by mutually beneficial political and economic
interests.
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Political Interests

Both Germany and the Ottoman Empire shared similar political ambitions.
Germany aimed to expand its influence in the Middle East, while the Ottoman
Empire sought to maintain its territorial integrity and regain lost territories. Their
common goals provided a solid foundation for cooperation.

Economic Interests
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Economically, the German-Ottoman alliance proved advantageous for both
parties. Germany envisioned the construction of a railway linking Berlin to
Baghdad, granting them a direct route to the Middle East and securing valuable
resources such as oil. The Ottoman Empire, on the other hand, saw German
investment and technology as a means to modernize its infrastructure and boost
its industrial and military capabilities.

The Alliance is Forged

The culmination of shared political and economic interests eventually led to the
official establishment of the German-Ottoman alliance. On August 2, 1914,
Germany signed a secret alliance treaty with the Ottoman Empire, marking the
beginning of their formal cooperation in the war.

The Changing Tides of War

The entrance of the Ottoman Empire into the war on the side of the Central
Powers brought significant changes to the conflict. With the Ottoman Empire's
strategic location bridging Europe and Asia, the alliance gave Germany access to
crucial supply routes, enabling them to reinforce their troops in various theaters of
war.

The Gallipoli Campaign

One of the notable outcomes of the German-Ottoman alliance was the Gallipoli
Campaign. The Ottoman forces, with German guidance and support, successfully
repelled an Allied invasion in 1915, inflicting a heavy blow to the Entente Powers
and establishing the Ottoman Empire as a formidable military force in the region.

The Middle Eastern Front

The German-Ottoman alliance also saw the creation of the Middle Eastern Front,
where Ottoman and German forces engaged in multiple operations against the



British forces. The strategic cooperation in this theater opened up possibilities for
the Ottomans to reinforce their positions and challenged British dominance in the
region.

The End of an Alliance

As the war progressed, the strength of the German-Ottoman alliance began to
diminish. The tide of the war turned against the Central Powers, leading to the
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the weakening of Germany.

The Armistice of Mudros

In October 1918, the Armistice of Mudros was signed, effectively ending Ottoman
participation in the war. The terms of the armistice resulted in the occupation of
Istanbul and other territories by the Allied forces, dismantling the once mighty
Ottoman Empire.

The Aftermath

The collapse of the Ottoman Empire marked the end of the German-Ottoman
alliance. Both nations faced significant changes in their geopolitical situations,
and the consequences of the alliance left a lasting impact on the region.

Legacy and Reflection

The German-Ottoman alliance during the First World War holds considerable
historical significance. It demonstrates the complexities of alliances formed during
times of conflict and represents a turning point in international relations.

The German-Ottoman alliance in the First World War proved to be a unique and
strategic partnership, driven by shared political and economic interests. Despite
the eventual downfall of both nations, their collaboration had a lasting impact on
the course of the war and the subsequent reconfiguration of the global order.
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“The author delivers in fine detail, supported by excellent appendices and notes,
the role of officers and men in the defense of the Dardanelles.” —Michael
McCarthy, Battlefield Guide

The German contribution in a famous Turkish victory at Gallipoli has been
overshadowed by the Mustafa Kemal legend. The commanding presence of
German General Liman von Sanders in the operations is well known. But
relatively little is known about the background of German military intervention in
Ottoman affairs.

Klaus Wolf fills this gap as a result of extensive research in the German records
and the published literature. He examines the military assistance offered by the
German Empire in the years preceding 1914 and the German involvement in
ensuring that the Ottomans fought on the side of the Central Powers and that
they made best use of the German military and naval missions.
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He highlights the fundamental reforms that were required after the battering the
Turks received in various Balkan wars, particularly in the Turkish Army, and the
challenges that faced the members of the German missions.

When the allied invasion of Gallipoli was launched, German officers became a
vital part of a robust Turkish defense—be it at sea or on land, at senior command
level or commanding units of infantry and artillery. In due course German aviators
were to be, in effect, founding fathers of the Turkish air arm; while junior ranks
played an important part as, for example, machine gunners. This book is not only
their missing memorial but a missing link in understanding the tragedy that was
Gallipoli.

“A great addition to any Gallipoli library.” —The Western Front Association
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