
The Greco Roman World Of The New
Testament Era
When it comes to understanding the historical and cultural context of the New
Testament, one cannot ignore the influence of the Greco-Roman world. The
Greco-Roman civilization, which emerged after the conquests of Alexander the
Great, left a lasting impact on the world as we know it today. This article will
explore the key aspects of the Greco-Roman world and its significance in shaping
the backdrop for the events recorded in the New Testament.

The Mighty Empire: Rome

Rome, once a small city-state, eventually grew into one of the most powerful
empires in history. Its influence spread across Europe, North Africa, and the
Middle East. The Roman Empire was renowned for its innovative infrastructure,
legal system, and military prowess. The vastness of the empire allowed for the
exchange of ideas, cultures, and religions. This multicultural environment set the
stage for the diverse society that existed during the New Testament era.

Hellenistic Influence: Alexander the Great and Greek Philosophy

Alexander the Great's conquests introduced the Hellenistic period, during which
Greek culture, language, and philosophy spread throughout the regions he
conquered. Greek philosophy, in particular, had a significant impact on the
intellectual climate of the time. Philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, and the
Stoics influenced not only the elite but also the common people. The ideas of
these philosophers would later intersect with the teachings of Jesus and the early
Christians.
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The Language of the New Testament: Greek

One of the most significant aspects of the Greco-Roman world's influence on the
New Testament era is the widespread use of Greek as the lingua franca. Greek
became the common language of commerce and communication across the
empire. The New Testament was originally written in Koine Greek, a simplified
version of classical Greek, making it accessible to a wider audience. This
linguistic choice allowed the teachings of Jesus and the early Christian
community to reach people from various cultural backgrounds.

The Religious Landscape

Religion played a central role in the daily lives of people in the Greco-Roman
world. While the Roman government tolerated many religions, they expected
loyalty to the cult of the emperor. Jews were granted some exemptions due to
their ancient religious traditions. However, conflict between the Jewish community
and Roman authorities was not uncommon, as seen in the accounts of the New
Testament.
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Additionally, the Greco-Roman world was home to a variety of other religious
beliefs, including various mystery cults and pagan traditions. These religious
practices often interacted with the emerging Christian movement, leading to a
unique blend of beliefs and rituals.

Urban Centers and City Life

The Greco-Roman world was characterized by thriving urban centers. Cities like
Rome, Alexandria, and Athens were bustling metropolises. City life brought
together people from different social backgrounds, fostering a rich exchange of
ideas and cultural influences. The New Testament reflects this urban reality, with
cities like Corinth and Ephesus serving as important locations for the spread of
Christianity.

Art and Architecture

The Greco-Roman world was renowned for its architectural marvels and artistic
achievements. From the iconic temples of Athens to the grand amphitheaters of
Rome, the built environment reflected the cultural values and aspirations of the
people. The New Testament era was witness to these architectural wonders,
which provided a backdrop for the religious and political events that unfolded.

, the Greco-Roman world of the New Testament era was a vibrant and diverse
society. From the dominance of Rome as a mighty empire to the influence of
Greek philosophy and the multicultural religious landscape, these factors shaped
the historical and cultural context in which the events of the New Testament
unfolded. Understanding the Greco-Roman world is essential for interpreting the
teachings and experiences of Jesus and the early Christians. It provides a lens
through which we can grasp the rich tapestry of the New Testament era.
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What was life like for first-century Christians?
Imagine a modest-sized Roman home of a well-to-do Christian household
wedged into a thickly settled quarter of Corinth. In the lingering light of a summer
evening, men, women and children, merchants, working poor and slaves, a mix of
races and backgrounds have assembled in the dimly lit main room are are spilling
into the central courtyard. This odd assortment of gathered believers--some thirty
in number--are attentive as the newly arrived and travel-weary emissary from
Paul reads from the papyrus scroll he has brought from their apostolic mentor.
But if you were to be transported to this scene you would perhaps be
overwhelmed by a flood of unexpected difference. The voice of the reader
recedes as through open windows the din and clamor of the city assault your
ears. Hooves clunk and cart wheels grind and echo from the street while drivers
shout, vendors call and neighbors gather and converse. And later, as you
accompany a family through darkened and dangerous streets to their third-story
tenement apartment, you might try to mask your shock at the cramped and
unsafe conditions.
In The Greco-Roman World of the New Testament Era James Jeffers provides an
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informative and scenic tour of daily life during the time of Jesus and the apostles.
He affords "you-are-there" glimpses of everything from legal codes to dinner
foods, from social hierarchy to apartment living, from education to family
dynamics. His eye-opening book will advance your understanding of the New
Testament and early Christianity and enrich your reading and application of the
Bible.
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