
The History, Geography, and Restoration of
America's Forgotten Pacific Islands

The Pacific islands have always captivated the imagination of adventurers,
explorers, and nature enthusiasts. Among these islands lie hidden gems that
constitute America's forgotten Pacific islands. In this article, we will delve into the
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rich history, unique geography, and ongoing restoration efforts of these intriguing
and often overlooked pieces of paradise.

The Historical Significance of America's Forgotten Pacific Islands

Many people might be surprised to learn that the United States maintains control
over various Pacific islands. These territories have played significant roles in
shaping American history. One such example is the remote island of Wake,
located in the Micronesia region. Wake Island holds historical significance due to
its involvement in World War II, serving as a crucial base for the United States
against the Japanese forces.
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Another notable island is Palmyra Atoll, situated in the central Pacific Ocean.
Originally discovered by British explorer Captain Cook, Palmyra Atoll became a
vital hub for American guano mining in the early 20th century. Despite being
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largely uninhabited, these islands have witnessed pivotal moments that have
shaped America's influence and presence in the Pacific.

Exploring the Geography of America's Forgotten Pacific Islands

The geography of these forgotten Pacific islands is diverse and breathtaking.
From coral atolls to volcanic islands, each possesses its own unique charm.
Take, for instance, Johnston Atoll, a coral reef complex featuring stunning
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lagoons and diverse marine ecosystems. The rugged landscapes of the Northern
Mariana Islands, including Saipan and Tinian, offer astonishing vistas and ancient
archaeological sites.

The Marshall Islands, another group of America's forgotten Pacific islands,
comprise volcanic peaks, pristine beaches, and vibrant coral reefs. These
islands, despite facing environmental challenges, continue to allure scuba divers
and nature enthusiasts from around the world.

Restoration Efforts and Preserving Biodiversity

Recognizing the ecological importance of these forgotten Pacific islands,
restoration efforts are underway to protect their biodiversity. The emphasis is on
preserving fragile ecosystems, endangered species, and unique flora. For
example, Midway Atoll, once a pivotal strategic outpost, now stands as a refuge
for countless seabirds and marine creatures. This stunning island showcases
how restoration efforts can revive and sustain a fragile environment.

The restoration initiatives also aim to educate visitors on sustainable tourism
practices and the importance of preserving these islands for future generations.
By promoting responsible travel, America's forgotten Pacific islands can continue
to flourish and offer unparalleled experiences to all those who have the privilege
of visiting.

The Undiscovered Charms Await



Despite being overlooked by many travelers, America's forgotten Pacific islands
hold untapped potential for exploration and adventure. Through their historical
significance, diverse geography, and ongoing restoration efforts, these hidden
gems offer an immersive experience into nature, culture, and the ever-changing
world.
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So, next time you plan your tropical getaway, consider venturing into the remote
Pacific islands under the banner of the United States. Leave behind the beaten
paths and embark on a journey of discovery to America's forgotten Pacific
islands. You won't be disappointed!
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For over a quarter century, biologist Mark J. Rauzon worked in the field of island
restoration, traveling throughout the American Insular Pacific to eradicate invasive
plants and animals introduced by humans. The region spans from Hawai`i to
Samoa to Guam, and their neighbors—small, obscure tropical islands that are
hundreds, if not thousands, of nautical miles from each other. These little-known
US possessions and territories include various islands and atolls: Jarvis,
Howland, Baker, the Northern Marianas, Wake, Palmyra, Johnston, and Rose
Atoll, among others. They anchor a vast National Marine Monument program
created in 2009, and expanded in 2014, to protect the largest area in the world
from exploitation.
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In Isles of Amnesia, Rauzon chronicles the ecological and human history of these
islands, enlivened with his first-hand experiences of eradication efforts to restore
atoll ecosystems and maximize native biodiversity. Each chapter focuses on an
individual island or island group, revealing how each location has its own
particular story, secret past, or ecological lesson to be shared. Taken as a whole,
the region has played a unique role in American history, with the remoteness of
the islands having served the needs of whalers and guano miners in the 1800s
and, in later years, that of military secret projects, missile launching, chemical
weapon incinerations, and air bases. Rauzon further explores the creation of the
National Marine Monuments and what their protection means to a changing
ocean, and presents original research about the US military’s Pacific Project and
germ warfare testing. Illustrated with over seventy historical photographs and
original drawings, this much-needed work tells the fascinating story of America’s
forgotten Pacific islands.
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