
The Last Original Wife Novel: A Tale of Love,
Betrayal, and Self-Rediscovery
Have you ever wondered what happens when a woman reaches a crossroads in
her life? The Last Original Wife novel by Dorothea Benton Frank explores the
journey of Leslie Anne Greene Carter, a woman who finds herself questioning her
worth and identity after decades of being the "last original wife" among her
husband's friends who have all traded them in for younger models.

Unveiling the Plotline

Set in the charming city of Charleston, South Carolina, Frank takes readers on a
rollercoaster ride of emotions as we follow Leslie's story. From the first page, we
can feel her yearning to break free from the societal expectations that have
bound her for far too long. Her husband, Wesley, is a successful businessman
who prioritizes his career over their relationship, leaving Leslie feeling abandoned
and unfulfilled.

As Leslie attends a wedding in her hometown, she witnesses her long-time friend,
Diane, being cheated on by her philandering husband, Rodney. This pivotal
moment forces Leslie to reevaluate her own marriage and the sacrifices she has
made to keep it intact. Feeling neglected, unappreciated, and invisible, Leslie
makes a daring decision—to leave Wesley and embark on a journey of self-
discovery.
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In her quest to rediscover herself, Leslie encounters a cast of colorful characters
who, in their unique ways, help her find her inner strength. From her flamboyant
friend, Shag, who encourages her to embrace her wildest dreams, to her son,
who provides unconditional love and support, Leslie learns what it means to truly
live life on her own terms.

An Exploration of Love and Betrayal

Frank masterfully delves into the complexities of love and betrayal, showcasing
the different facets of human relationships. Through Leslie's experiences, we
witness the pain and heartache that come with unfaithfulness, but also the
resilience and courage needed to heal and move forward.

The Last Original Wife novel reminds us that love is a multifaceted concept. It can
be both a source of deep joy and unrelenting pain. Leslie's journey teaches us
that sometimes, the greatest act of love is loving oneself enough to demand the
respect and happiness we deserve.

Themes of Self-Rediscovery and Empowerment
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At its core, The Last Original Wife is a novel about self-rediscovery and
empowerment. Leslie's decision to embark on a new chapter of her life serves as
a powerful reminder that it's never too late to chase our dreams and find our true
purpose.

As the story unfolds, Leslie learns to trust herself, embrace her passions, and let
go of the expectations holding her back. Through her experiences, we see the
transformative power of self-belief and the importance of acknowledging our
worth.

A Captivating Blend of Humor and Emotion

The Last Original Wife novel strikes the perfect balance between humor and deep
emotional resonance. Dorothea Benton Frank's witty writing style injects warmth
and laughter into even the most challenging situations, making the story not only
relatable but also thoroughly enjoyable.

Frank's ability to craft clever dialogue draws readers into the narrative, making
them feel like they are sitting in on intimate conversations. The characters' distinct
voices and humorous banter create an authentic and engaging reading
experience.

Overall Impression

With its meticulous attention to detail, engaging storyline, and relatable
characters, The Last Original Wife novel is a must-read for anyone seeking a tale
of love, betrayal, and self-rediscovery. Dorothea Benton Frank's ability to paint
vivid scenes with her words immerses readers in the beauty of Charleston, while
simultaneously tugging at their heartstrings.



So, if you're ready to embark on an emotional journey filled with laughter, tears,
and the triumph of the human spirit, look no further than The Last Original Wife.
This novel is a testament to the fact that there is always hope for a new
beginning, no matter where you are in life.

Alt Attribute: The Last Original Wife novel cover: A woman looking
at the sunset, symbolizing self-rediscovery and hope for new
beginnings.
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Experience the sultry Southern atmosphere of Atlanta and the magic of the
Carolina Lowcountry in this funny and poignant tale of one audacious woman’s
quest to find the love she deserves, from New York Times bestselling author
Dorothea Benton Frank.

Leslie Anne Greene Carter is The Last Original Wife among her husband
Wesley’s wildly successful Atlanta social set. His cronies have all traded in the
mothers of their children they promised to love and cherish—’til death did them
part—for tanned and toned young Barbie brides.
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If losing the social life and close friends she adored wasn’t painful enough, a
series of setbacks shake Les’s world and push her to the edge. She’s had
enough of playing the good wife to a husband who thinks he’s doing her a favor
by keeping her around. She’s not going to waste another minute on people she
doesn’t care to know. Now, she’s going to take some time for herself—in the
familiar comforts and stunning beauty of Charleston, her beloved hometown. In
her brother’s stately historic home, she’s going to reclaim the carefree girl who
spent lazy summers sharing steamy kisses with her first love on Sullivans Island.
Along Charleston’s live oak- and palmetto-lined cobblestone streets, under the
Lowcountry’s dazzling blue sky, Les will indulge herself with icy cocktails, warm
laughter, divine temptation and bittersweet memories. Daring to listen to her inner
voice, she will realize what she wants . . . and find the life of which she’s always
dreamed.

Told in the alternating voices of Les and Wes, The Last Original Wife is classic
Dorothea Benton Frank: an intoxicating tale of family, friendship, self-discovery,
and love, that is as salty as a Lowcountry breeze and as invigorating as a dip in
Carolina waters on a sizzling summer day.
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