
The Majesty of Pigeons, The Discreet Charm
of Snails & Other Wonders of the Urban

The Urban Jungle and Its Hidden Marvels

When we think of urban environments, images of skyscrapers, bustling streets,
and concrete landscapes come to mind. However, amidst this seemingly bleak
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backdrop, there exist tiny miracles that often go unnoticed. Pigeons gracefully
soaring through the cityscape, snails leisurely making their way through cracks in
the pavement – these are just some of the wonders that deserve our attention.

The Majesty of Pigeons

Pigeons are often dismissed as mere city pests, but their presence in urban areas
holds a beauty that is often overlooked. With their iridescent feathers and graceful
flight patterns, pigeons bring a touch of serenity to the concrete jungle. They have
adapted seamlessly to city life, finding refuge on rooftops and ledges. Observing
them from a park bench or rooftop terrace can be an incredibly calming
experience, allowing us to momentarily escape the chaos of our own lives.
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The Discreet Charm of Snails

While pigeons reign in the skies, snails conquer a different realm – the ground
beneath our feet. Sluggish as they may be, snails possess a quiet charm that can
captivate the most discerning eye. Their delicate shells, unique patterns, and
slow, methodical movement remind us to appreciate the delicacy of life’s simple
pleasures. Taking a leisurely stroll through a garden, we may come across these
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fascinating creatures leaving behind their shiny trails, quietly emphasizing their
presence in the urban ecosystem.

Other Wonders of the Urban

Pigeons and snails are just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the marvels
that urban landscapes offer. From squirrels darting through trees to vibrant city
gardens bursting with colorful flowers, there are countless hidden gems waiting to
be discovered. By taking a moment to appreciate these miracles, we can develop
a deeper connection to the spaces we inhabit and find joy in the smaller, often
overlooked elements of urban life.

As urban dwellers, it is easy to become consumed by the fast-paced nature of our
surroundings. However, by opening our eyes and embracing the wonders that
exist in our midst, we can find solace, tranquility, and beauty in the unlikely forms
of pigeons, snails, and other hidden marvels. So, next time you find yourself
immersed in the urban jungle, take a moment to appreciate the majestic flight of a
pigeon or the discreet charm of a snail – you may just uncover a new perspective
on the world around you.
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It all started with Nathanael Johnson's decision to teach his daughter, Josephine,
the names of every tree they passed as they walked up the hill to daycare in San
Francisco, CA. It was a ridiculous project, not just because she couldn't even say
the word "tree" yet, but also because he couldn't name a single one of them.
When confronted with the futility of his mission, his instinctive response was to
expand it, Don Quixote-style, until its audacity obscured its stupidity. And so the
project expanded to include an expertise in city-dwelling birds (the raptors, the
shockingly shrewd crows, the gulls, the misunderstood pigeons),rodents
(raccoons, rats, squirrels),and tiny crawling things (the superpowers of snails, the
vast intercontinental warfare of ants).
There's an unseen world all around us. There are wonders that we walk past
every day without noticing. Johnson has written a book that will widen the pinhole
through which we see the world. What does the world look like through the eyes
of a turkey vulture, or a squirrel, or an ant? What does a sidewalk Ginkgo biloba
"see?" What would you learn each morning if you understood how to speak
pigeon? If we look closely enough, Johnson believes that the walk to the subway
can be just as entrancing as a walk through the forest.
Follow along as the author and his family search for the beauty and meaning of
nature in an urban jungle.
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