
The Middler - Unlocking the Secrets of this
Enchanting Middle-Grade Novel

Have you ever wondered what it's like to live in a world where your entire fate is
determined by your birth order? Kirsty Applebaum's middle-grade novel, The
Middler, delves deep into such a captivating setting, portraying a young girl
named Maggie's journey of self-discovery and defiance against societal norms. In
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this article, we will explore the intricacies of The Middler, its profound messages,
and why it deserves a prominent place on every reader's bookshelf.

Unraveling the Plot

The Middler is set in a dystopian land where society is divided into three distinct
classes: Eldest, Middler, and Youngest. Being a Middler means living in the
shadow of the Eldest, a life full of restrictions and limitations. Maggie, our
courageous protagonist, is a Middler who craves adventure and questions the
status quo. When Maggie discovers a hidden space beneath her family farm, she
uncovers long-hidden secrets that could change everything she knows about her
world.
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Character Development and Empowerment

Applebaum skillfully crafts the character of Maggie, a young and tenacious
Middler girl who embarks on a compelling journey. As readers follow Maggie's
personal growth, they witness her transformation from a curious but somewhat
obedient girl into a brave individual, determined to challenge the oppressive
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system. The author excels in portraying Maggie's internal struggles, dreams,
fears, and her desire for equality, making her an incredibly relatable and
empowering protagonist.

Themes Explored

The Middler delves into several significant themes that resonate with readers
across ages. One of the main themes is the exploration of individuality and the
importance of embracing one's own unique voice. The novel encourages readers
to question traditional norms and encourages them to find strength in their
differences. Friendship, family bonds, and the pursuit of truth are also explored,
offering valuable life lessons in an enthralling narrative.

Writing Style and Engaging Narration

Kirsty Applebaum's writing style in The Middler is immersive and lyrical,
effortlessly transporting readers into a world where strict conventions dictate
society. The author weaves together descriptive and vivid prose, painting a clear
picture of Maggie's surroundings and emotional state. Applebaum's knack for
storytelling shines through, balancing tense moments with a touch of humor,
keeping readers engaged from start to finish.

Impacting the Target Audience

The Middler primarily targets middle-grade readers, but it also possesses the
ability to captivate readers of all ages. The novel's exploration of societal
expectations, the price of conformity, and the pursuit of personal freedom can
inspire young readers to question the world around them. By highlighting the
power of individuality, resilience, and determination, The Middler serves as a
thought-provoking and empowering read.



The Middler by Kirsty Applebaum is an enthralling middle-grade novel that
transports readers into a world where birth order determines one's destiny. With a
compelling storyline, relatable characters, and powerful themes, this book is a
definite must-read. Applebaum's exquisite writing style and engaging narration
ensure an unforgettable reading experience. So, grab a copy of The Middler and
join Maggie on her captivating journey of self-discovery!
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Beyond the mysterious boundary of eleven-year-old Maggie’s town, the Quiet
War rages and the dirty, dangerous wanderers roam--a gripping debut for fans of
The Giver, Pax, and Orphan Island
“The Middler held one marvelous surprise after another every time I turned a
page, leading to a most unexpected ending! Readers are going to love this book!”
—Jennifer A. Nielsen, New York Times–bestselling author of The False Prince
and A Night Divided

Maggie lives in orderly Fennis Wick, protected from the outside world by a
boundary. Her brother Jed is an eldest, revered and special, a hero who will soon
go off to fight in the war. But Maggie’s just a middle child, a middler, often invisible
and ignored, even by her own family.

When she chances upon a wanderer girl in hiding, she decides she wants to be a
hero like her brother and sets out to capture the intruder. But once Maggie peeks
past the hedges of the boundary for the first time, suddenly everything she’s ever
known about her isolated town gets turned on its head. . .

In her debut novel for young readers, Kirsty Applebaum crafts a gripping story of
resistance, forbidden friendship, loyalty, and betrayal.

"I thought I'd almost reached my fill of dystopian novels, but Kirsty Applebaum
has rebooted the genre. The plot pulls you along . . . [and] there is a touch of
Harper Lee's Scout [in Maggie]." —The Times
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