
The Modern Struggle For Voting Rights In
America

The right to vote is one of the fundamental pillars of any democratic society.
However, throughout American history, this right has been far from guaranteed for
all citizens. From the struggles of the suffrage movement to the ongoing fight
against voter suppression, the modern struggle for voting rights in America is an
ongoing battle that shapes the nation's democratic processes.

The Historical Context

The fight for voting rights in America can be traced back to the country's founding.
Initially, only white male property owners were allowed to vote, excluding a
significant portion of the population. Gradually, through various amendments and
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social movements, the electorate expanded to include African Americans,
women, and young adults.
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The Suffrage Movement

One of the most important chapters in the struggle for voting rights was the
suffrage movement. Led by prominent figures such as Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, women fought tirelessly for the right to vote. It wasn't
until 1920, with the ratification of the 19th Amendment, that women were granted
this fundamental right.
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Women carrying banners and signs advocating for suffrage during a parade in
1912

The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s played a crucial role in the modern
struggle for voting rights, focusing primarily on racial discrimination. African
Americans faced numerous barriers, including poll taxes, literacy tests, and
intimidation, preventing them from freely exercising their right to vote. The Voting
Rights Act of 1965, signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson, aimed to
remove these obstacles and protect the voting rights of all citizens.

The Modern Fight Against Voter Suppression

While significant progress has been made, the fight for voting rights continues in
the present day. Voter suppression tactics, aimed at limiting access to the ballot,



disproportionately impact marginalized communities. These tactics include strict
voter ID laws, purging of voter registration rolls, reducing early voting periods,
and gerrymandering.

Strict Voter ID Laws

Many states have implemented strict voter identification laws, requiring
individuals to show specific forms of ID in order to vote. However, obtaining such
IDs can be difficult for marginalized communities who may have limited access to
transportation or resources to obtain necessary documentation.

Purging of Voter Registration Rolls

In some instances, states have engaged in the purging of voter registration rolls,
removing individuals from the list of eligible voters. These purges are often
conducted without proper notification or valid reasons, leading to
disenfranchisement.
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Gerrymandering

Gerrymandering is the deliberate manipulation of district lines to benefit a
particular political party. By drawing districts in a way that favors one party over
another, politicians can effectively dilute the votes of certain communities and
maintain or increase their own power. This practice undermines the principle of
fair representation and obstructs the democratic process.

The Future of Voting Rights

As the struggle for voting rights continues, there are ongoing efforts to protect
and expand access to the ballot. Organizations such as the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) and the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund
(LDF) work tirelessly to challenge discriminatory practices and advocate for
equitable voting laws. Additionally, legislation such as the For the People Act and
the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act aim to strengthen voting rights
protections and ensure fair representation for all.

The modern struggle for voting rights in America is an ongoing battle, shaping the
country's democratic landscape. From historical movements like suffrage to
present-day fights against voter suppression, the fight for inclusivity and equal
representation remains critical. It is vital for individuals, communities, and
lawmakers to stand up against discriminatory practices and work towards an
electoral system that upholds the principles of democracy.
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Countless books have been written about the civil rights movement, but far less
attention has been paid to what happened after the dramatic passage of the
Voting Rights Act (VRA) in 1965 and the turbulent forces it unleashed. Give Us
the Ballot tells this story for the first time.

In this groundbreaking narrative history, Ari Berman charts both the
transformation of American democracy under the VRA and the counterrevolution
that has sought to limit voting rights, from 1965 to the present day. The act
enfranchised millions of Americans and is widely regarded as the crowning
achievement of the civil rights movement. And yet, fifty years later, we are still
fighting heated battles over race, representation, and political power, with
lawmakers devising new strategies to keep minorities out of the voting booth and
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with the Supreme Court declaring a key part of the Voting Rights Act
unconstitutional.

Berman brings the struggle over voting rights to life through meticulous archival
research, in-depth interviews with major figures in the debate, and incisive on-
the-ground reporting. In vivid prose, he takes the reader from the demonstrations
of the civil rights era to the halls of Congress to the chambers of the Supreme
Court. At this important moment in history, Give Us the Ballot provides new
insight into one of the most vital political and civil rights issues of our time.
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