
The Operational Art of the Great Campaigns:
Unraveling the Strategy Behind Historical
Victories

The Operational Art of the Great Campaigns is a crucial aspect of military
strategy that has shaped the outcomes of numerous historical battles and
campaigns. It encompasses the planning and execution of large-scale military
operations, focusing on the coordination of different units, logistics, and the
exploitation of key opportunities.

Understanding Operational Art

Operational Art goes beyond the tactical level and addresses the broader
elements of war. It considers the integration of operational concepts, intelligence,
resources, and coordination of different military branches. The objective is to
achieve strategic goals by carefully planning and conducting operations.
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Operational Art is essential in great campaigns, where military forces are
deployed on a large scale. It requires the understanding of the complex interplay
between different theaters, the effective use of intelligence, terrain exploitation,
and logistics management. All these elements come together to create successful
campaigns.

Learning from Historical Victories

Studying the Operational Art of historical campaigns provides valuable insights for
military strategists and enthusiasts. The great campaigns of history serve as a
testament to the power of operational planning and execution, leading to
significant victories against formidable opponents.

One prime example is the Battle of Cannae, fought in 216 BC during the Second
Punic War. Hannibal Barca, the Carthaginian general, employed a brilliant double
envelopment strategy that resulted in the annihilation of a larger Roman army. His
elaborate plan capitalized on the Roman's missteps and effectively utilized
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superior maneuverability to achieve a decisive victory. This battle showcases the
importance of exploiting enemy weaknesses and maintaining battlefield flexibility.

Another notable campaign is the strategic brilliance demonstrated by Alexander
the Great during his conquest of Persia. His lightning-fast movements, combined
with the effective use of combined arms tactics, allowed him to swiftly defeat
enemy forces across vast territories. This campaign highlights the importance of
mobility, logistics, and adaptability in achieving success at the operational level.

Applying Operational Art Today

The principles of Operational Art are not confined to ancient battles; they remain
relevant in modern warfare as well. Today's militaries incorporate these principles
into their planning processes, adapting them to the complexities of modern
conflicts.

For instance, during the invasion of Iraq in 2003, the United States utilized
operational maneuver from the sea to swiftly penetrate enemy defenses, paving
the way for a successful ground assault. This approach combined naval and air
assets, showcased the importance of joint operations, and allowed for rapid
exploitation of enemy weaknesses. The integration of technological
advancements, intelligence gathering, and strategic coordination exemplifies the
application of Operational Art in contemporary warfare.

The Operational Art of the Great Campaigns represents the culmination of
strategy, planning, and execution in military operations. Studying historical
victories and applying the principles of Operational Art to modern conflicts
provides invaluable lessons for military leaders and enthusiasts alike. It serves as
a reminder that success on the battlefield necessitates careful analysis,
comprehensive planning, and effective coordination of resources. By



understanding and harnessing the power of Operational Art, the great campaigns
of history can continue to guide and influence future military endeavors.
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2015 marks the 200th anniversary of the famous Waterloo campaign, sparking a
renewed interest in Napoleon's prowess as a military leader and acumen as a
strategist. This in-depth analysis scrutinizes the complex campaigns and
strategies of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, looking at how
military genius—referred to in the book as "operational art"—shaded the
panorama of 18th-century warfare.

Drawing upon familiar battles as well as lesser-known campaigns, this sweeping
reference uses 20th-century military theory to explain 19th-century events. Author
John T. Kuehn discusses joint warfare and strategy found in the military
movements of Marshal Suvorov in Italy and Switzerland in 1799; the early and
later campaigns of Napoleon and Nelson; and the Duke of Wellington's
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campaigns in Spain, Portugal, and Belgium. The work also includes an entire
chapter on theory and history of operational art spanning a variety of perspectives
—from theorist Carl von Clausewitz to American air force pilot John Boyd. This
book is a must-have for any military history collection.
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