
The Other Whites In South Africa: A
Fascinating Look into a Diverse Community
South Africa is known for its rich cultural heritage and diverse population. While
the country is predominantly inhabited by people of African descent, there is also
a significant presence of white communities. When people think of white South
Africans, they often picture those of British and Dutch ancestry. However, there
are other white communities in the country that have their own unique histories
and contribute to the cultural tapestry of South Africa.

The Portuguese Influence

One of the lesser-known white communities in South Africa is the Portuguese
community. The Portuguese arrived in the country as early as the 15th century
when explorers like Bartolomeu Dias and Vasco da Gama sailed along the
African coast. They established trading relationships with the indigenous people
and built settlements along the coast.

The Portuguese community in South Africa has a rich history that spans
generations. Many of their descendants proudly identify as Portuguese South
Africans and have kept their cultural traditions alive through cuisine, music, and
language. The annual Feast of Our Lady of the Sea in Cape Town is a testament
to their enduring heritage.
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The Greek Connection

Another notable white community in South Africa is the Greek community. Greeks
began migrating to South Africa in the early 1900s, seeking economic
opportunities and escaping political instability in their homeland. They settled
predominantly in Johannesburg and various coastal cities.

The Greek community quickly established themselves as entrepreneurs and
business owners, contributing significantly to the development of South Africa's
economy. Today, Greek South Africans continue to preserve their cultural heritage
through traditional dances, festivals, and cuisine.

The Jewish Legacy

The Jewish community in South Africa has a long and storied history. Jews began
arriving in South Africa in the late 19th century, seeking refuge from persecution
in Eastern Europe. They brought with them a rich cultural heritage and
contributed to various sectors of society, including business, medicine, and
academia.

Jewish South Africans have played a vital role in shaping the country's cultural
and intellectual landscape. They have also been active participants in the fight
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against apartheid, advocating for equality and justice for all South Africans.

The Italian Influence

The Italian community in South Africa is yet another significant white community.
Italians began arriving in South Africa in the late 19th century, primarily from
southern Italy. They settled in urban areas, establishing themselves in industries
such as mining, agriculture, and trade.

Italian South Africans have made significant contributions to the country's culinary
scene, with Italian restaurants and delicatessens becoming popular across the
nation. They have also preserved their cultural traditions through festivals and
events such as the Festa Italiana.

The White Afrikaans-speaking Community

While people often associate Afrikaans-speaking individuals with the Dutch and
British settlers in South Africa, it is essential to recognize that there are white
South Africans who speak Afrikaans as their first language but originate from
various European countries.

Historically, Afrikaans has evolved from a combination of Dutch, German, and
indigenous African languages. The Afrikaans-speaking white community
encompasses descendants of French Huguenots, German, and British settlers,
among others. They have developed a unique cultural identity over generations,
expressing themselves through literature, art, music, and cuisine.

Embracing Diversity: A United South Africa

South Africa's diverse white communities have helped shape the nation's history
and culture, contributing to its economic, social, and intellectual development.



They have added depth and richness to the broader South African identity,
showcasing the mosaic nature of the country.

Embracing this diversity is crucial for building a united South Africa, where all
citizens can live harmoniously and collectively strive for progress. By
acknowledging and celebrating the existence of different white communities in
South Africa, we promote inclusivity and ensure that every individual's unique
heritage is valued.

The other whites in South Africa, comprising communities with Portuguese,
Greek, Jewish, Italian, and diverse European backgrounds, have had a
considerable impact on the nation's social fabric. Their contributions in various
fields and their ability to preserve their cultural heritage make them an integral
part of South African society.

As we continue to embrace diversity and work towards a united South Africa, it is
essential to recognize and appreciate the rich tapestry of cultures that coexist
within the country's borders. Together, we can build a stronger future for all.
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Long before Discovery Channel's Shark Week, Jason Kirk had a dream. He
wanted to dive with great white sharks. Made famous by Steven Spielberg's
Jaws, these apex predators congregate in the waters off the South African coast,
so there he went. Part travelogue, part political allegory, The Other Whites in
South Africa chronicles this adventure and features great whites, bull sharks,
ragged-tooth sharks and more. Includes color photos.
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