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The idea of a basic income has gained significant attention in recent years as
societies grapple with income inequality and changing work dynamics. The
Palgrave International Handbook Of Basic Income is a comprehensive resource
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that delves into the many dimensions of basic income and its potential impacts on
individuals and economies worldwide.

Understanding Basic Income

Basic income, also known as universal basic income (UBI),is a policy concept in
which all citizens or residents of a country receive a periodic cash payment from
the government, unconditionally and without means testing. The objective is to
provide a financial safety net that ensures everyone's basic needs are met.
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While discussions around basic income have been prevalent for decades, recent
technological advancements and societal changes have given it renewed
prominence. The Palgrave International Handbook Of Basic Income offers a
comprehensive overview of the concept's historical context and examines its
potential implications.

Exploring Different Models
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The Palgrave International Handbook Of Basic Income explores various models
and pilot programs that have been implemented or proposed globally. From
Finland's groundbreaking UBI experiment to Alaska's Permanent Fund Dividend,
the book delves into diverse case studies that allow readers to understand how
basic income functions in different social, economic, and political contexts.

Additionally, the handbook examines the economic and ethical implications of
different funding mechanisms for basic income, such as taxation reforms or
redistributive policies. It provides readers with a balanced analysis of the potential
benefits and challenges associated with the implementation of basic income.

Addressing Inequality and Social Impacts

Income inequality has been a pressing issue in many societies, intensifying
debates about the need for redistributive policies. The Palgrave International
Handbook Of Basic Income explores how basic income can address these
concerns and potentially alleviate poverty.

Moreover, the book delves into the potential social impacts of basic income,
including its effects on work incentives, education, health, and overall well-being.
By examining empirical evidence from existing programs, the handbook provides
valuable insights into the potential long-term effects of basic income on individual
behavior and societal dynamics.

The Future of Basic Income

As the world continues to grapple with economic uncertainties and technological
advancements, the concept of basic income is likely to gain further attention. The
Palgrave International Handbook Of Basic Income serves as a timely and
authoritative resource for policymakers, researchers, activists, and anyone



interested in understanding the potential of basic income to reshape societies and
economies.

With contributions from leading scholars and experts in the field, this handbook
provides a nuanced exploration of the challenges, opportunities, and debates
surrounding basic income. The book encourages critical thinking and serves as a
foundation for further discussions and research on this increasingly relevant topic.

The Palgrave International Handbook Of Basic Income is a must-read for anyone
interested in understanding the concept of basic income and its potential
implications. By exploring its history, models, and impacts, the book sheds light
on one of the most groundbreaking policy ideas of our time.
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“This Handbook offers a timely ‘snapshot’ of the fast-moving global debates on
Basic Income. Embracing a range of ideological, ethical, historical and cross-
national perspectives, it looks at the case for Basic Income through both a
focused and a wide-angled lens. Rather than asserting hard and fast s, it ends
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with the valuable message that context is all.”
—Ruth Lister, Loughborough University, UK 

“A must-read Handbook that provides solid foundations for the growing number of
researchers, policymakers and campaigners involved in the ongoing debate on
Basic Income."
—Rubén M. Lo Vuolo, the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Study of Public Policy,
Argentina

“A comprehensive, competent, accessible, up-to-date picture of the current state
of knowledge and debate on basic income in several disciplines and in many
countries.”
—Philippe Van Parijs, the University of Louvain, Belgium 

A Basic Income is an unconditional regular payment for every individual. But is it
desirable? And is it feasible? This Handbook brings together scholars from
various disciplines and from around the world to examine the history,
characteristics, effects, viability and implementation of Basic Income. A variety of
pilot projects and ideological perspectives are considered in depth.
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