
The Real Dixieland Songbook: Discover the
Timeless Melodies That Define Jazz's Early
Years
When it comes to the origins of jazz, few can deny the significant influence of the
Dixieland style. The Real Dixieland Songbook stands as a testament to the
vibrant melodies and infectious rhythms that defined this era. From the bustling
streets of New Orleans to the smoky jazz clubs of Chicago, this musical journey
takes us back in time to a period that forever shaped the history of American
music.

What is Dixieland?

Dixieland, also known as Traditional Jazz, emerged in the early 20th century as a
unique blend of African American and European musical traditions. Its roots can
be traced back to the brass band and ragtime music prevalent in New Orleans
during the late 1800s. The genre gained popularity in the 1910s with the advent
of recordings made by influential bands such as the Original Dixieland Jazz Band.

At its core, Dixieland is characterized by its lively improvisation, upbeat rhythms,
and spirited group interactions. It features a traditional ensemble arrangement
comprising of cornet or trumpet, clarinet, trombone, piano, banjo, drums, and
occasionally a tuba or string bass. The improvisational nature of Dixieland allows
musicians to showcase their individual talents while maintaining a cohesive and
energetic sound.
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Exploring the Dixieland Songbook

The Real Dixieland Songbook encompasses a rich collection of tunes that
encapsulate the essence of this expressive style. These melodies have
transcended time, with many still being performed and enjoyed by jazz
enthusiasts around the world today.

One of the most iconic songs within the Dixieland repertoire is "Tiger Rag." This
upbeat tune, composed by the Original Dixieland Jazz Band in 1917, became an
immediate hit. Its infectious energy, intricate ensemble interplay, and catchy
motifs have made it a staple of Dixieland performances for over a century.

Another Dixieland classic is "Basin Street Blues," written by Spencer Williams in
1926. This soulful piece evokes the charm and ambiance of New Orleans' famous
Basin Street, stirring emotions with its poignant lyrics and expressive instrumental
solos.

The Real Dixieland Songbook also features beloved tunes such as "When the
Saints Go Marching In," "Muskrat Ramble," and "Royal Garden Blues." These
songs capture the true essence of Dixieland, transporting listeners back to an era
of joyous celebration and musical spontaneity.
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The Legacy of Dixieland

The impact of Dixieland extends far beyond its historical significance. Its influence
can be heard in various genres that followed, including swing, bebop, and even
rock and roll. The infectious spirit and irresistible rhythms of Dixieland continue to
inspire musicians of all backgrounds, allowing the genre to remain a living
testament to the diversity and creativity of American music.

Today, numerous jazz ensembles and festivals pay homage to the Dixieland
tradition, ensuring its enduring legacy. Bands like the Preservation Hall Jazz
Band and events like the Newport Jazz Festival keep the spirit of Dixieland alive,
introducing a new generation of listeners to the timeless allure of the genre.

The Real Dixieland Songbook is more than just a collection of songs; it
represents a pivotal era in the history of jazz and American music. Its melodies
continue to captivate audiences, inviting them on a journey through the vibrant
streets of early 20th-century New Orleans.

So, whether you're a seasoned jazz aficionado or a curious listener, dive into The
Real Dixieland Songbook and experience the timeless magic of Dixieland for
yourself. Let the joyous rhythms and lively improvisations transport you to a
bygone era, where the spirit of jazz was born and the foundation for countless
musical revolutions was laid.
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(Fake Book). You don't have to be from below the Mason-Dixon line to enjoy this
primo collection for B-flat instruments of nearly 250 Dixieland tunes: Ain't
Misbehavin' * Alexander's Ragtime Band * Bill Bailey, Won't You Please Come
Home * California, Here I Come * Dinah * Down by the Riverside * Georgia on My
Mind * Hard Hearted Hannah (The Vamp of Savannah) * Honeysuckle Rose * I'm
Gonna Sit Right down and Write Myself a Letter * It Don't Mean a Thing (If It Ain't
Got That Swing) * Jelly Roll Blues * Lazy River * Makin' Whoopee! * My Baby
Just Cares for Me * Nobody Knows You When You're down and Out * Puttin' on
the Ritz * St. Louis Blues * Smile * Stompin' at the Savoy * Tiger Rag (Hold That
Tiger) * When the Saints Go Marching In * and many more. All the Real Books
feature accurate arrangements in the famous easy-to-read, hand-written notation.
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