
The Rise And Fall Of The Death Penalty:
Unveiling the Controversial History and
Ongoing Debate
:

The death penalty, also known as capital punishment, has long been a topic of
intense debate and controversy. This form of punishment involves the execution
of individuals who have committed severe crimes, typically murder, as a means of
retribution and deterrence. While some argue in favor of its use as a just
punishment, others advocate for its abolition, highlighting issues of fairness,
human rights, and the potential for wrongful convictions. In this in-depth
exploration, we will delve into the rise, decline, and current status of the death
penalty.

Chapter One: The Historical Origins of the Death Penalty

Throughout human history, societies have employed various methods of
punishment for crimes, including severe corporal punishment and execution. The
earliest recorded instances of capital punishment date back thousands of years to
ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Rome.
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One of the earliest known legal codes, the Code of Hammurabi, from ancient
Babylon (1754 BC),included the death penalty for certain crimes. The Roman
empire employed crucifixion as a form of execution, reserved mostly for slaves
and rebellious individuals.

As societies evolved, so did their approach to punishment. The Age of
Enlightenment in the 18th century brought forth an influx of new ideas and
philosophies that called for more humane treatment of criminals. This era saw
significant debates regarding the morality and effectiveness of the death penalty,
marking the beginning of a shift in public opinion.

Chapter Two: The Rise and Reforms of the Modern Death Penalty

In the early modern era, the death penalty continued to be widely used
throughout the world, evolving to incorporate more “humane” methods such as
hanging and the guillotine. However, calls for reform began to emerge,
particularly in Europe, as the principles of human rights and proportionality gained
traction.

Great Britain played a pivotal role in these reform movements. In the 19th
century, the use of the death penalty was gradually limited to a narrow range of
offenses and ultimately abolished for most crimes by 1965. This marked a
significant milestone in the history of capital punishment, as it exemplified a shift
toward more lenient sentencing practices.

Meanwhile, in the United States, the death penalty remained firmly entrenched,
with various methods such as hanging, electrocution, and lethal injection being
implemented across different states. However, the fairness and consistency of
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the death penalty sentencing came under scrutiny, leading to landmark court
decisions that called for greater safeguards and restrictions.

Chapter Three: The Ongoing Debate and Decline

The latter half of the 20th century witnessed a growing movement against the
death penalty, both domestically and internationally. Countries such as Australia,
Canada, and numerous European nations abolished capital punishment entirely,
sparking conversations about the morality and purpose of state-sanctioned killing.

In the United States, the debate over the death penalty reached a boiling point in
the 1970s, leading to a temporary halt on executions and a series of legal battles.
The Supreme Court's decision in Furman v. Georgia (1972) struck down existing
death penalty statutes, deeming them unconstitutional due to arbitrary and
discriminatory application.

However, the Supreme Court reinstated capital punishment in 1976 with the
Gregg v. Georgia decision, allowing for states to revise their laws to address the
concerns raised. States like Illinois, New York, New Jersey, and others later
abolished the death penalty altogether, citing issues of innocence, racial bias, and
high costs.

Chapter Four: The Future of the Death Penalty

As we enter the 21st century, the debate surrounding the death penalty continues
unabated. Supporters argue that it serves as a necessary deterrent and a just
response to heinous crimes, while opponents champion the preservation of
human rights and the possibility of wrongful convictions.

Public opinion has shifted significantly over the years, with polls indicating a
consistent decline in support for the death penalty, especially among younger



generations. The awareness of flawed justice systems and the potential for
irreparable mistakes has fueled calls for reform and abolition.

Furthermore, the global trend towards abolition is undeniable, with more than
two-thirds of countries now abolishing the death penalty in law or practice.
Nevertheless, a handful of nations, including the United States, China, and some
Middle Eastern countries, continue to retain and carry out executions.

:

The rise and fall of the death penalty is a testament to the ever-evolving nature of
societal values and the search for justice. As the world continues to grapple with
this deeply divisive issue, the call for a more equitable and humane criminal
justice system grows stronger. Whether the future holds true abolition or a
reimagined approach to capital punishment, only time will reveal the final chapter
of this ongoing saga.

Let the Lord Sort Them: The Rise and Fall of the
Death Penalty by Maurice Chammah(Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2873 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 355 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • A deeply reported, searingly honest
portrait of the death penalty in Texas—and what it tells us about crime and

FREE

https://digital-books-store.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IndCNVpaYjdyc1ZLRDNBWitGYm5sTkhZNjA5NE5SdUwxWlhJb1I3QVwvTU5jcWVYMGVUbmlrS2NmTklLdmNpZnk1dU53Q3FaMll5QXBhUWp2YU1WYXJwVUd1UjlScU5haXc2eFhISFV4SHgzYVdjbzRoTlN0NmtCUHl4RHBJNFAwSVE0SmtiaXV6bDBnUGtSeTVEUEI0T1hRQWdKSHF2XC9TYmNFdzg4cE5EcnE2SlA3UDhFejFGeU83S2J1Q2xMUzl6YlJ6XC9JTzE0c0x5ZGpBdEVXaWc0XC9nPT0iLCJpdiI6ImFlODE2ZDgzODQ3NTcyNzViYTJkNjk3ZjA0NmYwNTFkIiwicyI6ImQ2YWVhMmZjZGM5NDhmMWYifQ%3D%3D
https://digital-books-store.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlMwaWpaaTFrRUw5XC91RXpqZDlcL1paQXZQY0FtczBjR0JNWGJFdENVRW9LR1wvU0xSNHJkeTF6K1FsbzJSRHdCMXNSQ1A5anJNZjZjK2JQTWRhbWowcTA2ZkEwbGRqdThSRTUwWCtDaldqRkpBOTE4TjZ0T1pDQWNWaWk0UGNLUmpEdGxMZXFJYVhcL1FDSkZyOGFBclwvNHBBWWJ5ODcwRlZLeEdId0g2TTJURzBNNFdITGNFVnZJRVZsTGtzVU9vQmNKRjhNdlB5QUUwZER5SXJSaWc2dlZ6UT09IiwiaXYiOiIwYjU2ZTQwNjMyYmM0MjgwYTRmZjQ1NjNlNGRlYjdjMCIsInMiOiIzNDQ1MjhjMGNjNWU1YzNlIn0%3D
https://digital-books-store.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InJ0YjdzVUk2YlB4eTNKR0RUdGlEWVdYV0NJY3lYWTJVanYxeEllcERrYkduXC9VU1NHUkFTTG1YeDlKcEt0QW8xY3VqRzVrRUlWU0p0QnIxbWhRaktUbzhvSjhZSzJXRXFtQlUzMWhXOGNZZUhtUUNWQStsM0x5b2Y1dFJmRlhPYkJlUjJFc0pXR0w4MVdYYXBiblQ3VHBYNWVaSW11RVZiOXdyajFYN0FuWDF4cTcycnVoVE44N0JwQnVDY3U2d015TkdLc09QNUhXaXg1bGMxaFp4WEpBPT0iLCJpdiI6ImZhZmVkZDI1MGEyNTg3MjI1ODJkMTJkYTVkM2U4MWFlIiwicyI6ImE2YThlNjAzODNiMDdkYjMifQ%3D%3D


punishment in America

“If you’re one of those people who despair that nothing changes, and dream that
something can, this is a story of how it does.”—Anand Giridharadas, The New
York Times Book Review

WINNER OF THE J. ANTHONY LUKAS AWARD

In 1972, the United States Supreme Court made a surprising ruling: the country’s
death penalty system violated the Constitution. The backlash was swift,
especially in Texas, where executions were considered part of the cultural fabric,
and a dark history of lynching was masked by gauzy visions of a tough-on-crime
frontier. When executions resumed, Texas quickly became the nationwide leader
in carrying out the punishment. Then, amid a larger wave of criminal justice
reform, came the death penalty’s decline, a trend so durable that even in Texas
the punishment appears again close to extinction.

In Let the Lord Sort Them, Maurice Chammah charts the rise and fall of capital
punishment through the eyes of those it touched. We meet Elsa Alcala, the
orphaned daughter of a Mexican American family who found her calling as a
prosecutor in the nation’s death penalty capital, before becoming a judge on the
state’s highest court. We meet Danalynn Recer, a lawyer who became
obsessively devoted to unearthing the life stories of men who committed terrible
crimes, and fought for mercy in courtrooms across the state. We meet death row
prisoners—many of them once-famous figures like Henry Lee Lucas, Gary
Graham, and Karla Faye Tucker—along with their families and the families of
their victims. And we meet the executioners, who struggle openly with what
society has asked them to do. In tracing these interconnected lives against the
rise of mass incarceration in Texas and the country as a whole, Chammah



explores what the persistence of the death penalty tells us about forgiveness and
retribution, fairness and justice, history and myth.

Written with intimacy and grace, Let the Lord Sort Them is the definitive portrait of
a particularly American institution.
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